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Although Kristy Rasmusson does not 
yet have regular members for the 

Environmental Ministry she coordinates at 
St. Andrew, she hopes the recent stewardship 
renewal will inspire those who will find they 
can grow in stewardship as they use their 
time and talents.

“Stewardship is participating and 
taking care of something,” Kristy says. “This 
ministry is one through which volunteers 
can grow in stewardship because we come 
to better understand the beauty of the 
liturgical seasons and their meaning, by the 
work we do decorating and enhancing the 
worship space.”

With the main goal of creating an 
environment in the church that reflects the 
liturgical seasons, the ministry is responsible 
for tasks like ordering flowers for the 
Christmas and Easter season. Members 
wash and iron all the linens used for the holy 
seasons, as well for Ordinary Time. They 
water and fertilize the green plants inside the 
church all through the year.

“We do not have meetings, but that may 
change as I get new regular volunteers on 
this committee,” Kristy says. “Most of the 
advanced planning consists of making sure 

flowers are ordered weeks ahead of the 
season I need them for, periodic checking the 
linens for stains, wear and tear, or ordering 
new items as needed.”

Students from the Faith Formation classes 
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 Simplicity expresses the beauty of Easter, as 
interpreted here by our Environmental Ministry.
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have been a welcome help to Kristy as they acquire 
some of their volunteer hours. There also are many 
parishioners who respond when help is needed to take 
down the Christmas and Easter decorations.

“It is important to keep our church beautiful because 
the entire church family uses it,” Kristy says. “It should 
heighten the awareness of festive, solemn or penitential 
nature of the seasons. We are all stimulated by sound, 
sights and fragrances during the different liturgical 
seasons, which add to enhance our worship. I feel that 
anyone who works with the Environmental Ministry 
becomes more aware of the different liturgical seasons 
and the meaning behind them. I know I did!”

Whichever season the ministry is addressing, 
the diocesan guidelines are closely followed for the 
decorations. The ministry always strives to use all real 
plants and flowers to let the physical beauty of the plants 
and flowers show us, in a unique way, the nature that 
God has created and given us with His blessing.

“In our small church, using less is more when 
decorating,” Kristy says. “Our main goal is to create an 
environment that reflects the liturgical seasons. We want 
to enhance, not distract, from the liturgy.”

Kristy and her volunteers are preparing for the 
busiest time of the year — Holy Week, starting with 
Palm Sunday, then Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
then Easter. During Lent, the sanctuary has been made 
bare of all plants and flowers. Purple cloths have been 
placed on the altar. 

“On each of the days, beginning with Palm Sunday, 
the altar is draped with the colors of the holy day,” Kristy 
says. “Many different jobs are needed, such as setting up 
the palms, to putting up a second tabernacle, taking it all 
down for Good Friday, to a very festive worship space 
full of flowers, white and gold linens, and candles.”

Kristy welcomes those interested to join the ministry.

“I believe anyone who volunteers in any of the 
ministries is giving glory to God by using their time 
and talents in appreciation of all that God has blessed 
them with,” she says. “I don’t know that any special 
talent is needed to belong to the Environmental 
Ministry, but having an interest in decorating and 
organization helps!”

Those interested in joining the Environmental Ministry at St. Andrew’s contact
 Kristy Rasmusson, kristyrasmusson@hotmail.com; at St. Clara’s contact Kim Bosch, 

320-847-2656; at St. Joseph’s, Amy Reidinger, 320-269-6758

The solemn colors of Lent are evident in our 
church as we await the joyous light of Easter.

mailto:kristyrasmusson@hotmail.com


A Letter from our Pastor

The Foundation of
Christian Ste wardship
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3

My Dear Friends in Christ,

How do you feel at the end of the Palm 
Sunday Mass each year? Have you ever 

noticed the abrupt shift of tone during the 
course of that liturgy? It begins with great joy as 
we celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem to the 
acclamation of the crowds. But, then, the mood 
swings to sorrow when the Passion Gospel is 
read, for we hear those same crowds shouting, 
“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” a few days later.

Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, the 
most important week in the Christian year. 
The confusion of conflicting moods is spread 
through the week, especially during the Easter 
Triduum from sundown Holy Thursday to sundown 
Easter Sunday. 

Holy Thursday offers us the glorious Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper celebrating the institution of the Eucharist 
before we pass to the sadness of the betrayal and arrest 
of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. The next day 
brings us the Good Friday Liturgy of the Passion with 
our recognition of what our sins did to the Incarnate 
Son of God. Then, after a day of waiting as we mourn 
Jesus’ burial and repose in the tomb, we celebrate His 
victory over sin, Satan and death at the Easter Vigil on 
Saturday night or at the Masses the next day. If we have 
participated in all the main services of the Triduum, we 
arrive at Sunday evening exhausted, but joyful.    

This year Palm Sunday falls on the first Sunday in 
April, so we observe Holy Week and Easter Sunday 
early in the month. That means we will spend most of 
April in the Easter Season, a period filled with joy and 
thanksgiving. Our gladness comes not only because 
Christ rose from the dead, but also because we benefit 
from it. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it, 

“The Paschal mystery has two aspects: by 
his death, Christ liberates us from sin; by his 
Resurrection, he opens for us the way to a 
new life” (CCC, 654).

In other words, Christ’s Resurrection is 
the source of our own future resurrection. 
St. Paul wrote about it to the Romans in the 
following words: “For if we have grown 
into union with him through a death like 
his, we shall also be united with him in the 
resurrection” (Rom 6:5). 

Eternal life in union with Christ — a hope 
for a new life beginning now and extending 

on into heaven — is the result of Jesus’ Resurrection. 
What greater grounds for thanksgiving can there be than 
this Easter hope?

How do we show our joy and gratitude to God for 
this amazing gift? We join in worship and we praise 
God by word and song. We share the Good News of 
Jesus’ victory over death with our family, friends and 
neighbors. And we offer back to the Lord a portion of the 
time, talent and treasure He has entrusted to us. Yes, the 
Easter message that we share in the benefits of Christ’s 
Resurrection is the ultimate foundation for all Christian 
stewardship.

The Lord is risen, alleluia!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Paul Timmerman, 
Pastor
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God works in mysterious ways and at times it can 
be difficult to see His hand in the events and 

challenges life throws us. During such times, all we 
can do is rely on Him, clinging to St. Paul’s words, 
“We know that all things work for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose” 
(Romans 8:28). 

As a lifelong Christian, Rick DeGrote has long 
believed in the truth of these words. Raised in a de-
voutly Christian household, Rick says that faith and 
the Bible were intricate parts of his upbringing. In 
fact, he was fortunate to attend Christian schools his 
entire life, including college.

“I was brought up in a rich, Bible-based environ-
ment and religion was very much a part of my life 
growing up,” Rick says. 

Thanks to this early foundation, faith remained 
a cornerstone in Rick’s life, helping him navigate 
through the inevitable ups and downs. So, when he 
later met and married his wife, Margie — a cradle 
Catholic — that faith simply continued to grow and 
become a part of their relationship. But while Rick at-
tended Sunday Mass faithfully with Margie for years, 
he never felt compelled to take the leap and actually 

“I feel it’s going to be a very meaningful experience for me. I would definitely 
encourage anyone considering RCIA to just come with an open mind. You don’t 
need to decide right then and there if you’ll go all of the way. This is a place for 
you to come on a weekly basis, learn about the faith, and ultimately decide if the 

Catholic faith is for you.” — Rick DeGrote

continued on page 5

RCIA Journey a “Very Meaningful Experience” 

Rick DeGrote with his wife, Margie
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explore RCIA. This all changed, however, when the 
couple found out that they were expecting twins.

“I knew how important Margie’s faith was to 
her and so I’d been attending Mass with her every 
Sunday for years — I just hadn’t been able to fully 
participate and receive the sacraments,” Rick says. 
“But when I found out about the twins, I knew that I 
wanted to take this next step to unify our household. 
I didn’t want to raise them in a faith that I myself 
wasn’t practicing.”

Tragically, before Rick even began his RCIA class-
es, the couple ended up losing both of the boys on 
Nov. 8 at 22 weeks. Rocked by the loss of his sons — 
whom the couple named Daniel Alexander and An-
thony David — Rick made the decision to continue 
with his original plan to attend RCIA and formally 
explore the Catholic faith.

“Starting out was really tough because the rea-
son I was doing this was for the boys who were 
now gone,” Rick says. “But I’ve received a tremen-
dous amount of encouragement from the class and 
the people who are going through this process with 
me. Many of them shared that they have also lost a 
child, be it through miscarriage or later on in life. It’s 
helped me keep going and really make sure that I’m 
doing things for the right reasons.”

Through RCIA, Rick has been able to learn more 
about the reason behind the Church’s doctrines, 
helping him reconcile his previous understanding of 
things like the four dogmas of Mary and the Church’s 
belief in the intercession of saints. More important-
ly, Rick says it’s pushed him to go more frequently 
into the Word, drawing closer to Christ and making 
a concerted effort to prioritize his prayer time with 
the Lord.

“RCIA definitely pushes me to learn a little bit 
more and ask more questions,” Rick says. “Our ex-
perience has also led Margie and me to spend more 
time in the Word together. We get up in the mornings 
before we go to work and read the daily readings to-
gether and do a devotional. This is something that 
we have done off and on before in our relationship, 
but now it’s a daily occurrence. We have found that 
it has really helped us get through the winter we’ve 
experienced.”

With the Easter Vigil now quickly approaching, 
Rick says he is particularly eager to receive his First 
Holy Communion. After being a bystander within 
the liturgy for so long, he’s excited to be able to par-
take in the Body of Christ along with the rest of the 
congregation.

“I feel it’s going to be a very meaningful experi-
ence for me,” Rick says. “I would definitely encour-
age anyone considering RCIA to just come with an 
open mind. You don’t need to decide right then and 
there if you’ll go all of the way. This is a place for you 
to come on a weekly basis, learn about the faith, and 
ultimately decide if the Catholic faith is for you.”

We invite all parishioners to spiritually 
intercede for Rick during his final days 
of sacramental preparation. And if you 
or someone you know is interested in 

exploring the RCIA process, please contact 
Christina Wangen at 507-920-0122 or 
sacoordinator@holyfamilyarea.org.

RCIA Journey a “Very Meaningful Experience” 

for Rick DeGrote

mailto:sacoordinator@holyfamilyarea.org


Just like springtime flowers we now enjoy, our 
time, talents and treasure need to be cared for. 

Your Personal Garden for Christ this Spring

Cultivate Cultivate 
Everyone loves springtime. The 

weather is warmer and beautiful 
flowers are blooming all around us.

But anyone with a beautiful garden 
will attest that the flowers do not mag-
ically appear as if the season change 
itself miraculously makes the flowers 
bloom. Beautiful flowers and lush gar-
dens are the result of the gardener’s 
hard work.

Imagine that a man is given some 
flower seeds. The man then buries the 
seeds in the ground and leaves them on 
their own. As the months pass and rain 
falls, some seeds may receive enough 
nourishment to bloom. But simply 
burying seeds in the ground will hard-
ly make for a gorgeous garden. Rather, 
if the man truly wants to enjoy many 
beautiful flowers, there is much care 
and work ahead. Recognizing the hid-
den beauty within these simple seeds, 
he must cultivate the ground, plant the 
seeds in a solid foundation, then water 
and fertilize them throughout the year 
— only then will he see the proper fruit 
these seeds were made to bear.

This simple illustration speaks to 
the heart of us this season — not only 
as we look around at the flowers, but 
more importantly as we reflect on the 
springtime of the Church. We are cele-
brating the great feast of Easter when, 
through His death and Resurrection, 
Christ offers us the greatest gift of all 
— eternal life with Him forever. This 
celebration leads us to reflect on the 

many gifts God has given us in this life 
and the fruit they will bear, especially 
as we look to life eternal. 

He has given each of us a multitude 
of gifts so that we can better serve Him 
and bring others to Him. Do we notice 
the hidden potential of our gifts? Do we 
see them, like the seed — as seemingly 
small, yet so full of fruit? Everything 
we have — our time, talents and trea-
sure — is a gift from the Lord. Do we 
accept gifts in gratitude, then put them 
to use by cultivating and nourishing 
them so they will bear the proper fruit? 

Just like springtime flowers that we 
enjoy, our time, talents and treasure 
need to be cared for. Our gifts need to 
be cultivated and nourished. It is only 
then that will we see them for what 
they are — wonderful gifts given by 
God meant for His greater glory. 

Like the seeds, if we use our gifts 
flippantly, we may see some fruits here 
and there. But we are called to so much 
more — we are called to build a beau-
tiful garden. We are called to offer God 
the most beautiful flowers of all.

This season, as we look at all the 
beautiful flowers around us and en-
joy God’s creation, let us think about 
the seeds in our own lives. Ask your-
self if you have accepted the gifts God 
has given you — your time, talents and 
treasure — and have cultivated and 
cared for them properly. Or, do they 
just sit dormant within you yearning 
to bloom?
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Striving for Holiness: 
Local Teens Attend “Rise Up Twin Cities”

“We are never too young to 
strive for holiness” — it’s 

an important message for all of us to 
consider, and it’s one that can be found 
on the Rise Up conference website.

On March 21, Holy Family 
Area Catholic Community students 
in sixth through eighth grades 
traveled to Providence Academy 
in Plymouth, Minn., for the annual 
Rise Up Twin Cities conference, 
which encourages teens to “live 
their faith radically, confident they 
are loved by God the Father.” 

Eighth-grader Kiera Foley enjoyed 
a fun day of growing in faith with her 
friends — both those from home and 
the new ones she made. 

“I really liked how they made it 
fun and relatable to this century, but 
also made most of it about God,” Ki-
era says. 

Ann Voller, Faith Formation and 
Youth Ministry Coordinator, is thank-
ful that events like this are available 
here in Minnesota, especially for our 
middle school youth. 

“Many Catholic youth events are 
held for high school students only, 
and I feel that middle school youth 
are much more open and receptive 
to hearing about the Father’s love for 
them,” she says. 

Ann points out that we are lim-
ited on the events we can put on at 
a local level. So, Rise Up provides a 
key opportunity for students to lis-
ten to top-notch Catholic speakers, 
receive the Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation, and enjoy laughter, time with 
friends and leaders. 

“This is exactly what these 

students need at this age,” Ann says. 
“They need to see the Catholic church 
as young, vibrant and thriving, and 
to feel that they belong as beloved 
daughters and sons of God the Father.” 

The young people of today are un-
doubtedly under a lot of societal pres-
sure — standing up for their Catholic 
faith takes courage. An event like Rise 
Up shows them there are students 
throughout the Midwest who share in 
the Catholic tradition. 

“I saw so many Catholic teens 
there, and it really wowed me and 
showed me that there are a lot more 
Catholics from everywhere than I 
thought there was,” Kiera says. 

Kiera really enjoyed her time at the 
event, and she encourages all teens to 

attend in future years. She is thankful 
for the opportunity to grow in her re-
lationship with God and share mem-
ories with friends, old and new alike. 

Ann says that Rise Up is an im-
portant opportunity for youth to build 
relationships with one another, and 
to allow them space to open up about 
their faith. 

“When we can hit them on all 
marks — through humor, fun, engag-
ing activities and motivational talks — 
it gets them to open up and dialogue 
with the leaders more,” Ann says. “I 
enjoy seeing the smiles and the ex-
citement of these students, embracing 
their Catholic faith, sometimes for the 
first time. This engages them into fur-
ther ministry and other events.”

If you would like to learn more about Rise Up and other faith 
opportunities for youth, please visit partnershipforyouth.org/rise-up.

Teens, leaders and Fr. Paul enjoy a time of faith and fun together at the 2019 Rise Up gathering.

http://partnershipforyouth.org/rise-up
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maSS timeS:
Sunday
8:30 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
10:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Tuesday
10:30 a.m. — Luther Haven, Montevideo
Wednesday
9:30 a.m. — Clara City Care Center, Clara City
Thursday
Noon — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Friday
10 a.m. — Granite Falls Manor, Granite Falls
 Saturday
 5 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
 7 p.m. —   St. Joseph, Montevideo in Spanish

ConFeSSion timeS:
Sunday
8 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
Thursday
11:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Saturday
9:00 a.m. - 10 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
4:15 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls

Holy Thursday:
7 p.m. at St. Clara’s, Clara City with elements of Spanish

Good Friday:
5 p.m. at St. Andrews, Granite Falls

7 p.m. at St. Joseph’s, Montevideo with elements of Spanish

Easter Vigil:
8:30 p.m. at St. Clara’s, Clara City with elements of Spanish

Easter Sunday: 
8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph’s, Montevideo
8:30 a.m. at St. Clara’s, Clara City

10:30 a.m. at St. Andrew’s, Granite Falls

Holy Week Schedule

http://www.holyfamilyarea.org



