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Working to Ensure Responsible Parish Management

When we consider those who serve 
our parish, we may think of lectors, 

ushers and catechists. The Administrative 
Council probably isn’t the first thing that 
comes to mind, but it serves an important 
role when it comes to finances, building 
maintenance and parish projects. 

Administrative Council members 
believe that taking care of the parish 
finances is a very important job. The 
council prepares an annual budget of 
revenues and expenses, sets stewardship 

goals, makes investment decisions, selects 
vendors and plans capital projects.

The council members also communicate 
and coordinate with other ministries and 
manage maintenance. 

The St. Andrew Administrative 
Council has recently worked through some 
larger building projects like remodeling 
the basement restroom, and is working 
on remodeling the church basement. It 
has also worked to replace the sidewalks 
and landscaping around the church. In 
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St. Andrew Administrative Council  continued from front cover

Please remember to turn in your commitment cards 
to the parish as soon as possible. We appreciate your 
willingness to participate in this year’s Stewardship 

Renewal. The more we grow to embrace and 
understand the stewardship way of life,

the more our parish will flourish and grow!

addition, heating, ventilation and air conditioning units have been 
updated in the Parish Center, which also has had several improvements.

But it’s not all business at the meetings, as members always begin 
and end with a prayer. We spend 10-15 minutes praying Lectio Divina 
with the upcoming Sunday Gospel. Built into the agenda are also 
comments and enrichment from Fr. Paul. 

“The use of Scripture, and also recent happenings in the parish 
community and our diocese can help us focus on the importance of the 
Church’s mission while we conduct our normal functions,” John says. 

Although John loves being able to serve God in this capacity, one of 
the most rewarding parts for him is spending time and getting to know 
other Administrative Council members. 

“It is so great to hear others’ personal Catholic stories and witness the 
dedication of others on achieving our council’s objectives,” John says. 

Overall, he believes that serving in this capacity helps the council 
members contribute to the Church’s mission, which they feel is very 
important. 

“There is also a sense of satisfaction of completing the necessary 
operations of the church so that the mission of the Church can be accomplished,” he says. 

We are thankful to all the Administrative Council members for their important work in carrying out the 
mission of our parishes and keeping everything in order to help us practice and celebrate our faith!

Don’t Forget to Return Your 
Commitment Card!

TALENT (continued)LITURGICAL MINISTRIES (continued)
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2020 Commitment Card

TALENT (continued)

Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name
Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

W e l c o m i n g  C h r i s tStewardship Renewal

512 Black Oak Ave • Montevideo, MN 56265 
320-269-5954 • holyfamilyarea.org

Please check parish membership:
  St. Andrew,   St. Clara,   St. Joseph

Please clearly write the first name of 
interested family member on the line.

=Currently Involved =Interested in Joining

Please clearly write the first name of 
interested family member on the line.

=Currently Involved =Interested in Joining

Holy Family AreaC a t h o l i c  C o m m u n i t y
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My Dear Friends in Christ,

The most important day in February 
won’t come till the very end of the 

month. Alert parishioners may already 
have realized I’m referring to Ash 
Wednesday, the first day of Lent, which 
falls on Feb. 26 this year. That means we 
have most of the month to plan for Lent!

I know what you’re thinking right 
about now: “Father seems particularly 
happy about getting ready for Lent!” Of 
course, when we approach Lent in the 
right way, it will help us get spiritually 
fit to celebrate Easter. Just as an Olympic 
athlete goes through a long period of serious training 
to win a medal, so we prepare during Lent for our 
great Easter celebration. And “giving up” something 
during Lent is not supposed to leave a vacuum — 
we’re invited to put something more valuable in its 
place.

We’re all familiar with the three traditional Lenten 
disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. These 
can serve as our framework for how we approach the 
season of Lent. One might decide, for example, to 
give up a half hour of television each evening. That 
doesn’t mean you sit and stare at a blank wall for the 
half hour. Instead, fill it with prayerful reading of the 
Bible or a devotional book, or praying the Rosary. 

Some people decide to forego desserts during 
Lent (fasting). But just losing weight is not the 
purpose of Lent! The goal is greater discipline in our 
spiritual lives. However, a family can put aside the 
money saved by skipping desserts and contribute it 
to a Church-related charity (almsgiving), so that our 
self-denial can benefit others.

These are just possible examples. There are many 
ways of combining prayer, fasting, and almsgiving 
into our daily lives during the Lenten season. The 
object is to develop a spiritual routine that challenges 
us but still fits into our lives with our individual 

responsibilities and schedules.
By the way, most of us will stumble 

at some point during our Lenten journey. 
Our first instinct will be to throw up 
our hands and give up. What we should 
do is just pick up where we left off and 
continue to do our best as we proceed on 
the Lenten journey.

Of course, most of February is 
Ordinary Time. But that gives us time to 
figure out what we should do in the areas 
of prayer, fasting and almsgiving so we 
can keep our best Lent ever and arrive at 

Easter spiritually fit.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Paul Timmerman, 
Pastor

Striving for “The Best Lent Ever” Will 
Prepare Us to Joyfully Celebrate Easter
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Finding Home in the Church: Meet Parishioner Marguerite Hansen
Sometimes you hear stories of people who spent 

their entire childhoods in one house. Others 
move often, having a hard time even deciding which 
place to consider their “hometown.” For longtime  
St. Andrew’s parishioner, Marguerite Hansen, the 
latter was the case. 

At a young age, her parents separated, and much 
of her childhood was spent moving around with her 
mother and military stepfather. However, despite 
significant amounts of upheaval in her young life, 
Marguerite often found consolation in her faith. 
Raised primarily in the Lutheran church, she often 
found herself being drawn to the Catholic faith, 
even as a young child, watching her Catholic friends 
practice their faith, and even finding a Catholic 
Church to attend on her own while in school in San 
Francisco. 

“I felt like I was always Catholic, for some 
reason,” Marguerite says. “I had experiences when 
I was little and I was always curious about the faith 
and church — I went to many religions and finally I 
decided on the Catholic Church.”

When Marguerite met her husband, Laverne, a 
cradle Catholic, she was inspired by his devotion, 
and there was no turning back.

“He always went to church on Sunday, at the 
Catholic church, and I really admired him for that,” 
Marguerite says. “The services were so beautiful — it 
just seemed like a better way to worship. There was 
so much beauty and reverence to the service, which 
none of the other religions seemed to have, so for me 
that was really special.”

The couple moved back to Laverne’s hometown, 
Granite Falls, and quickly became involved at St. 
Andrew, as their family began to grow. Despite 
attending Mass every week for years, and raising her 
children in the Church, it wasn’t until several years 
later that Marguerite was initiated into the Catholic 
Church.   

Through the decades, Marguerite has been 
involved in the parish in many different ways. It 
began with teaching Religious Education classes 
when her children were young, to joining Bible 

St. Andrew’s parishioner Marguerite Hansen has been an active member of 
our community for many years. 



5

Finding Home in the Church: Meet Parishioner Marguerite Hansen
studies and other formation opportunities, to serving 
as an usher and greeter, and participating in the 
activities of the CCW. 

“You receive so much and you want to give back 
and be part of the family,” Marguerite says. “Being 
part of the family is working together and being 
together.”

Marguerite and Laverne, who passed away several 
years ago, were married for over 60 years. They 
raised 12 children, and Marguerite is grandmother 
to grandchildren and great-grandchildren scattered 
across the U.S. 

“We had a wonderful life together — a busy one 
though!” she says .“We had 12 children and it was a 
real blessing. They’re all still healthy and take good 
care of their mother, so it’s really wonderful.”

Today, Marguerite isn’t always able to be as active 
as she would like — however, she still attends daily 
Mass at St. Andrew as often as she is able.

“It is really special to be able to go and to receive 
the Eucharist and everything is just so beautiful,” 
she says. “Mass is just wonderful — it brings a 
thankfulness for our beliefs. It’s so encouraging to 
know that this is not the only life, knowing about 
eternal life.”

For Marguerite, the parish community has become 
a family.

“Everyone’s so close and caring about each other, 
it’s like being in a nice, big family,” she says. “The 
friends you make, they’re wonderful people. I love 
being [at church] and seeing people and seeing their 
children and grandchildren. I think about the ones 
I’ve known who are gone now, and how proud they 
must be of their families who are there, bringing their 
children to Mass.”

Marguerite encourages others — especially 
young families — to prioritize their faith and pass 
their beliefs on to their children. According to her, 
faith is what has sustained her through a lifetime of 
ups and downs.    

“The Church and Her teachings and worship 
are the best help that you can get for any trials 
and troubles that come up,” Marguerite says. “The 
teachings of the Church and trying to practice your 
faith as best as you can is the biggest help in life.

“I was raised in the [Lutheran] church when I was 
little and it was always like a home — looking back, 
I’m thankful for that,” she adds. “It’s wonderful 
for children to grow up learning those things and 
knowing about faith. It gives you a lot more courage 
and understanding — it makes a big difference. It 
makes you able to face situations in life.”

Thank you, Marguerite, for your faithful witness 
to our parishes and community!

“The Church and Her teachings and worship are the best 
help that you can get for any trials and troubles that come 

up. The teachings of the Church and trying to practice 
your faith as best as you can is the biggest help in life.” 

— MARGUERITE HANSEN
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STEWARDSHIP: 

Living Life to the Fullest 
As professed disciples of Christ, we are also 

stewards of our personal and communal 
vocations. When we declare Christ as our King 
and Savior, we also promise to exist as His earthly 
body. The universal Church depends upon its 
individual earthly members for evangelization 
and support. As stewards of Catholicism, we must 
respond to this call with living faith and heartfelt 
stewardship. We must employ our lives in Christ’s 
service, allowing Him to vocationally use us to our 
fullest potential. God designed us with specific 
talents in mind — by closely communicating with 
Jesus, His Son, we can put our talents to proper use. 
As stated in John’s Gospel, when we give our lives 
to Christ, He promises to ignite them accordingly: 
“I came so that they might have life and have it 
more abundantly” (Jn 10:10).

True life demands sacrifices, which are 
crucial in urging us onward and upward toward 
Christ. When we embark upon a lifelong path of 
stewardship, giving our time, talent and treasure 
in the service of God and His Church, we are 
effectively allowing Jesus to guide us along life’s 
slippery slopes with the steady hand of a practiced 
master. Christ explains this concept in the ninth 
chapter of Luke’s Gospel: “If anyone wishes to 
come after me, he must deny himself and take up 

his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wishes 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will save it” (Lk 9:23-24). Only 
after completely giving our lives over to Christ, 
will we experience the true majesty of life — the 
life each of us is destined to live. 

As Catholics, we are urged to outwardly 
promote all stages of life, and to stand up in its 
defense. Considering the attention death has 
garnered within our society — whether we focus 
upon abortion, embryonic stem cell research, capital 
punishment or euthanasia — an understanding 
and respect for life must be reinstated into our 
culture and lives. But we must first harbor a true, 
personal love for life within our very souls, and 
live our own lives to the fullest, through Christ, in 
the service and promotion of His Church. We must 
become stewards of faith, in order to truly live as 
Christ planned. And we must give our time, talents 
and treasure — all gifts God has given us through 
life — before we can really claim to be alive. 

Let us promote the sanctity of life through 
personal conversion. Our deaths in Christ destine 
us to live in His glory, the ultimate expression of 
life. Let us become the disciples we claim to be, by 
adopting the essence of stewardship and melding 
it into our very souls.
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Focusing on Calvary 
Through the Stations of the Cross

Though we proclaim our belief in Christ’s suffering, 
death and resurrection each Sunday through our 

recitation of the Nicene Creed, over time the true 
meaning of these words can become lost. We lose 
focus, saying the words automatically without any real 
thought about the cost of our salvation.

St. Joseph parishioner Ben Pieh says this is what 
makes the Church’s longstanding tradition of praying 
the Stations of the Cross — particularly during the 
Lenten season — so meaningful. It helps us slow down 
a bit, truly focusing our hearts and minds on what 
Christ went through out of love for us. 

“I think it helps focus your heart on what we’re 
anticipating during the Lenten season,” Ben says. “It 
reminds us why we’re fasting and called to spend that 
extra time in prayer. It helps make what happened 
on Good Friday more present to our lives. We’re all 
aware of Jesus’ death and resurrection, but I think the 
temptation is to say those words without ever really 
thinking about what they mean. Whereas, the step-by-
step nature of the Stations of the Cross kind of forces 
you to actually think about what Christ did for us.”

Not only does Ben find the Stations of the Cross to 
be personally edifying, but it’s also become a unique 
way for him to pass on the faith to his three young 
daughters. It has also been a way for him to teach them 
about God’s incredible love for us, demonstrated by 
Jesus over and over again on the road to Calvary.

“Though we do sometimes just pray the Stations 
together privately at home, I do like taking the girls at 
least one time formally each year,” Ben says. “It gives 
them something to look at and I think the images help 
them understand what is going on. There is something 
about the movement — the kneeling and standing — 

Through the prayers themselves, the movement, and the beautiful images 
around the church, the parish’s Stations of the Cross helps focus parishioners’ 

minds and hearts on Christ’s tremendous sacrifice. 

“I think it helps focus your heart on what we’re anticipating during the Lenten season. It reminds us why 
we’re fasting and called to spend that extra time in prayer. It helps make what happened on Good Friday 
more present to our lives. We’re all aware of Jesus’ death and resurrection, but I think the temptation is to 
say those words without ever really thinking about what they mean. Whereas, the step-by-step nature of 
the Stations of the Cross kind of forces you to actually think about what Christ did for us.” — Ben Pieh

continued on back cover
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maSS timeS:
Sunday
8:30 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
10:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Tuesday
10:30 a.m. — Luther Haven, Montevideo
Wednesday
9:30 a.m. — Clara City Care Center, Clara City
Thursday
Noon — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Friday
10 a.m. — Granite Falls Manor, Granite Falls
 Saturday
 5 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
 7 p.m. —   St. Joseph, Montevideo in Spanish

ConFeSSion timeS:
Sunday
8 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
Thursday
11:30 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Saturday
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
4:15 p.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls

Stations of the Cross  
continued from page 7

which helps give them a little bit more focus as we pray together.”
Ben says he also appreciates the unitive aspect of the Station of the 

Cross, gathering us all together as members of the Body of Christ. This is 
true not only of the people physically present, but also the many saints 
who have gone before us, praying this time-treasured devotion. 

“There is something special about coming together as a community, 
your parish, and going through these stations not only with Jesus, but 
also the other people present — the Blessed Mother, St. John, Veronica, 
and the women of Jerusalem,” Ben says. “It gives you a sense that we 
are all going through the journey together. It helps fill out the narrative 
and reminds you of your connection with the community of saints. It 
makes you feel like you are experiencing the journey with the people at 
that actual time, as well as all the people who have prayed the stations 
throughout the years.”

Stations of the Cross will be available this Lent at  
St. Clara’s every Wednesday evening starting at  

7 p.m., Friday morning at 9:15 a.m. Mass at Granite 
Falls Manor, and Friday evening at St. Joseph’s 

starting at 7 p.m. We invite all parishioners to join 
us for this special form of prayer, reflecting on the 

birthplace of our salvation together.

http://www.holyfamilyarea.org



