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Farewell to St. Clara PariSh
Clara City Church Leaving Holy Family Cluster  

Beginning July 1, St. Clara will become part 
of the Jesus Our Living Water Area Faith 

Community, which currently includes St. Mary 
in Willmar and Our Lady of the Lakes in Spicer. 
St. James in Dawson will become part of the Holy 
Family Area Catholic Community.

Fr. Paul Timmerman has been the pastor of Holy 
Family Area Catholic Community for eight years, so 
saying to goodbye to St. Clara is hard — especially 
since this is his first assignment as pastor.   

“They say that your first parish will always 
hold a special place in your heart and I am 
experiencing that,” Fr. Paul says. “This is my 
first time letting go of parishioners from my original assignment. I haven’t had to go 
through this grieving process in my time as a priest, yet.” 

St. Clara has been part of Holy Family Area Catholic Community for about 20 years. 
Fr. Paul received the news of the transition shortly before celebrating Palm Sunday 
Mass — he was celebrating Mass alone, because of COVID-19 restrictions. When he read 
Jesus’ words from the Gospel of Matthew, he broke into tears — “He advanced a little 
and fell prostrate in prayer, saying, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from 
me; yet, not as I will, but as you will’” (Matthew 26:39). 

But as Fr. Paul notes, the grief he is experiencing means he has loved the St. Clara 
parishioners and his time with them. In turn, he is excited to welcome St. James 
parishioners back, as they were previously part of the Holy Family Area Catholic 
Community for a short time. 

Fr. Paul recalls some cherished memories of St. Clara and the parishioners. The first 
that came to mind was Holy Week in 2019 — the Holy Thursday Mass was so meaningful 
and beautiful. The church was packed with people from all our parishes and everyone 

2
Highlights of Our 
2020 Stewardship 

Renewal

3
The Light at the End 

of the Tunnel

4
Guiding Children in 
the Faith: St. Joseph 
Catechist Dave Voller

6
Meet Cantor Sharon 

Rupp: Sharing the Gift 
of Song is Personal 

Stewardship with God

7
A Catholic’s Guide 
to Good Summer 

Reading

Inside:

JUNE 2020
continued on page 5



2

Highlights of 
Our 2020 Stewardship Renewal

This past winter, our faith community leadership conducted 
the 2020 Stewardship Renewal. The Stewardship Renewal 

gave our parish community the opportunity to discern how we 
are using our gifts of time, talent and treasure in service to the 
parish and in return to God.

This month, we are happy to share with you some of the 
highlights of the 2020 Stewardship Renewal.

• There were 130 commitment cards received from 35 
percent of active households.

• There were 1,149 prayer commitments — the stewardship 
of time — from 94 percent of participating households.

• Some of the prayer commitments included: Attend Mass 
every Sunday and Holy Day, 109 commitments; Pray for 
the sick, the lonely and the deceased, 92 commitments; 
Spend at least 15 minutes a day in personal prayer, 76 
commitments.

• There were 590 ministry commitments — the 
stewardship of talent — from 91 percent of participating 
households. Of these, 123 were new ministry 
commitments, while 467 were re-commitments to 
parish ministries.

• Some of the ministry commitments 
included: Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion (EMHC), 43 
commitments; Funeral Luncheon 
Volunteer, 31 commitments; Funeral 
Luncheon Volunteer - St. Clara, 21 
commitments; Prayer Network - St. 
Joseph, 21 commitments; Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion to the 
Homebound, 20 commitments.

• There were 90 offertory commitments 
— the stewardship of treasure — from 69 
percent of participating households. The 
average pledge was $1,783.

We thank all those who participated in our 
Stewardship Renewal. If you did not have the 
opportunity to fill out and return a commitment 
card, we invite you to consider the ways you may 
share your gifts of time, talent and treasure with God 
and the parish community!

TALENT (continued)

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES (continued)Gift Bearers
  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. JosephLectors
  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. JosephMusic Ministry
  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. JosephSacristans
  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. JosephUshers
  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. Joseph

FORMATION 
Adult Faith Formation

  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. JosephAssistant Faith Formation Coordinator  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. Joseph

  Baptismal Preparation TeamFaith Formation Volunteer
  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. JosephLighthouse Media 
  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. JosephRite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)  Member
  Sponsor
  VolunteerYouth Group
  Member St. Andrew  Volunteer St. Andrew  Member St. Clara
  Volunteer St. Clara  Member St. Joseph
  Volunteer St. Joseph

SERVICE
Area Pastoral Council 

  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. JosephCemetery Committee
  St. Andrew
  St. Clara
  St. JosephCouncil of Catholic Women
  St. AndrewDecorating Committee
 St. Andrew
 St. Clara
 St. JosephFuneral Luncheon Volunteer
 St. Andrew
 St. Clara
 St. JosephHispanic Ministry
 St. JosephKnights of Columbus
 St. Andrew (Council 6731) St. Clara (Council 5926) St. Joseph (Council 1551)Maintenance Committee
 St. Andrew
 St. Clara
 St. JosephMission Circle
 St. ClaraSpecial Event Volunteer
 St. Andrew
 St. Clara
 St. Joseph

continued on next panel

2020 Commitment Card

TALENT (continued)

Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name

Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

W e l c o m i n g  C h r i s tStewardship Renewal

512 Black Oak Ave • Montevideo, MN 56265 320-269-5954 • holyfamilyarea.org

Please check parish membership:  St. Andrew,   St. Clara,   St. Joseph

Please clearly write the first name of interested family member on the line.

=Currently Involved =Interested in Joining

Please clearly write the first name of interested family member on the line.

=Currently Involved =Interested in Joining

Holy Family Area
C a t h o l i c  C o m m u n i t y

W e l c o m i n g  C h r i s t

Stewardship Renewal 2020

Holy Family Area
C a t h o l i c  C o m m u n i t y



A Letter From Our Pastor
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My Dear Friends in Christ,

As this unprecedented crisis for our 
Church, nation and world continues 

to unfold, we are starting to see a light at 
the end of the tunnel. As we begin a return 
to our “new normal,” we have so much for 
which to be grateful.

I have witnessed so many of you con-
tinuing to actively live out stewardship 
during these past few months while our par-
ish family has been apart, and that is truly 
a blessing. But with the uncertainty of what 
this “new normal” will be like in the days, 
weeks and months ahead, I ask you all to 
again consider how you are living out your call to 
stewardship.

Regardless of whether or not we can physically 
gather in our church or come together for ministry 
activities and events, our faith always lives on.

Remember that stewardship is a way of life, 
meaning that we are called to live as intentional dis-
ciples of Christ through the practice of stewardship 
in all circumstances.

I encourage you to look for ways to share your 
Time, Talent and Treasure with the Lord during this 
unique time. I encourage you to add prayer to your 
daily routine. Use this time as an opportunity to de-
velop or strengthen your prayer life.

How can you serve the Lord right now with your 
Talents? Serve your family and elderly neighbors 

in the ways that you can, whether that is 
running errands or simply calling them to 
check how they are doing. Use your tal-
ents wisely to grow in relationship with 
others near or far.

Finally, is God still a priority in your 
Treasure? Despite the hardships, are you 
still keeping God at the heart of all your fi-
nancial decisions. I encourage you to give 
God a portion of your treasure out of grat-
itude, no matter how big or small.

Thank you for your continued support 
by way of prayers, service and generous 

financial giving during these challenging times. I 
have been overwhelmed with a new sense of grati-
tude and dependence on our Lord during this crisis, 
and continue praying for each of you. I look forward 
to the day our parish and our church is bustling with 
life again, and I pray that day is coming soon.

Let us live with the joy of the Resurrection each 
day of our lives!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Paul Timmerman, 
Pastor

THE Light  AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL
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Guiding Children in the Faith: St. Joseph Catechist Dave Voller

With these words, Proverbs 22:6 instructs us on the 
great importance of bringing children up in the 

faith. Here in the Holy Family Area Catholic Community, 
we have many wonderful catechists who give of their 
time and talent to ensure that the children of our parishes 
learn the ways of our Catholic faith. 

St. Joseph parishioner Dave Voller has served the 
Faith Formation program in two different roles over 
the years. First, when his children were young, he spent 
about six years as a catechist for the fourth and fifth 
grades. After a few years off, Dave returned five years 
ago as a Confirmation teacher. 

With each age group, Dave has found a lot to love 
about forming students in the faith.

“Fourth and fifth grade was about trying to keep 
these young kids excited about the faith,” he says. 
“There are many opportunities to talk about the faith 
in those classes, so it really helps them to build and 

understand their faith.” 
“With Confirmation, I really enjoy the fact that you’re 

dealing with pretty mature children at that point,” Dave 
continues. “They tend to ask a lot of very deep questions. 
In general, they’re excited about getting deeper into their 
faith and understanding the ‘why’ behind everything.”

Teaching Faith Formation for so many years has also 
helped Dave strengthen his own knowledge of the faith. 
The children’s questions often prompt him to research 
and dig deeper into Scripture and Church teachings, and 
the students’ enthusiasm for learning is infectious.

“I think teaching is as much for my benefit as it is 
for theirs,” Dave says. “As I’ve taught Confirmation, 
I’ve learned more and more about my faith, and I find 
that I want to read more Catholic books. I think that 
I’ve learned just as much as they’ve learned, and that’s 
probably one of the reasons I keep going back.”

Perhaps a catechist’s greatest gift — and 

“Train the young in the way they should go; even when old, they will not swerve from it.” 

Dave Voller (at far left) celebrates with some of his faith formation students after their Confirmation Mass. Dave has served as a catechist at St. Joseph for many years. 
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Guiding Children in the Faith: St. Joseph Catechist Dave Voller
responsibility — is the opportunity to model a genuine 
faith life to the children in the parish. In addition to 
his role as catechist, Dave can be seen around St. 
Joseph serving as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, working with the Knights of Columbus, 
and generally helping out as needed. Dave’s wife, Ann 
Voller, is the Faith Formation coordinator. This strong 
example of stewardship is in itself a fundamental 
aspect of instructing our youngest parishioners in the 
Catholic faith. 

Indeed, this desire to live the Gospel call and share 
the Good News with others is the most important 
“qualification” for service as a catechist. Parishioners 
interested in serving in this way should not feel 
intimidated by a lack of experience! 

“You don’t have to be a teacher or an expert in your 
faith to be a catechist,” Dave says. “The tools are there 
for you to succeed, and the curriculum is chosen so that 
it is very easy to follow. It can be anywhere from a lot of 

activity pages in the lower grades to videos and guided 
self-reflection in the upper grades, and talking about 
how the faith pertains to daily life.”

With his many years of experience as a catechist, 
Dave has found that the connections he makes with 
the students are long-lasting. Some of his current 
Confirmation students were also with him for Faith 
Formation in fourth or fifth grade, and he enjoys 
catching up with former Confirmation students when 
they return home from college years later. Watching 
these young people continue to grow and explore 
their faith is one of the greatest rewards of serving as 
a catechist. 

In his many years with our Faith Formation program, 
Dave is thankful for the countless blessings he receives 
through his work in this invaluable ministry to our 
parish, and would encourage any parishioner who feels 
called to share the faith with others to consider becoming 
a catechist!

Farewell to St. Clara  continued from front cover

was “singing out” and “responding with full voice.” 
“It was so beautiful,” Fr. Paul says. “We were all 

coming together around the Eucharist, which is what 
unites us.” 

Fr. Paul also loves the Fall Get-Together at St. 
Clara, and he appreciates how everyone at the parish 
pitches in to make it a fun and successful event — 
from the turtle races and live music, to the big top 
tent. 

“The Fall Get-Together embodies the spirit of 
St. Clara’s Parish,” he says. “Everyone really comes 
together.” 

Fr. Paul will also miss the youth he has met and 
interacted with during the many trips he has taken, 
including the National Catholic Youth Conference, 
Steubenville and Catholic HEART Workcamp. 

For Fr. Paul, seeing all the parishioners come 
together as part of the Holy Family Area Catholic 
Community has also been a blessing. 

“Over these eight years, I have come to realize how 
much better it can go when we do things together,” 
he says. “My vision of area faith communities has 
changed, from the real functional level to seeing the 
importance of actually fostering community between 
the three parishes.” 

Fr. Paul is excited that Clara City will again have 
a priest living in town, as Fr. Christian Adike is 
moving into the rectory, and he hopes that St. Clara 
parishioners will continue in their acts of stewardship 
as part of the new faith community. 

“I hope they all continue to grow as disciples and 
recognize everything is a gift from God,” Fr. Paul 
says. “I hope they continue to give back to God what 
God has given them.” 

He also hopes parishioners will continue to foster 
and build their strong sense of community. 

“It has been a blessing to be a priest at St. Clara 
and to get to know everyone,” Fr. Paul says. 
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SHARON RUPP: 
“To sing is to pray twice” — it is a saying often attributed to  

St. Augustine. 
For St. Andrew cantor Sharon Rupp, that adage is an important 

part of her personal stewardship with God. 
“This ministry helps with my prayer life,” Sharon says. Because 

she is so accustomed to singing, it has truly become a form of prayer 
for her. 

Since Sharon has always loved to sing, it felt like a natural fit when 
she first became a cantor years ago. 

Sharon works as a coder at CCM Health in Montevideo. She 
and her husband, Ken, have three daughters — Hillary, Meredith 
and Bethany. Currently, Sharon is excited to be working on a new 
instrument to add to her repertoire — piano. 

“I got my kids through piano lessons and now it’s my turn,” 
Sharon says. 

When Sharon sings, she works alongside a piano accompanist, 
Anna Vikander. She says if you trust your accompanist, that can go a 
long way to ease your nerves. Sharon puts all of her trust in Anna and 
says they work well together. But, as she admits, she naturally still 
gets nervous when she cantors. 

“I am such a perfectionist,” she says. “I want to do everything right.” 
While Sharon doesn’t have a favorite part of the Mass to sing for, 

her favorite song is “Bread of Angels” —  in particular, she loves the 
simple beauty of it and appreciates that the Latin hymn “Panis Angelicus” is a part of the song. 

While serving as a cantor has certainly been fulfilling for Sharon, she admits that about 12 years ago, she 
felt as if she had hit a “spiritual wall” with her service —she didn’t feel that she was getting anything out of 
it and, in turn, she was concerned that others probably weren’t either. Then, she heard the priest at the time 
talk about giving of time, talent and treasure during Faith Formation class. 

“I can honestly say I had never heard it that way before,” she says. “I realized I have to give back to God 
what He gave to me in my singing talent. I decided to keep on with it. I still enjoy it.”

Interestingly, Sharon points out that while there are similarities between serving as a cantor and a lector, 
she could never get up and proclaim the Word as lectors do. This understanding has helped her realize that 
we are all blessed with specific talents that we must use to give glory to God. 

“Give me a song and I will sing it!” she says. 

With only three cantors at St. Andrew, more help is needed. If you have musical talents and 
would like to become a Cantor at St. Andrew, please contact Sharon Rupp at 507-828-5041 or 

emerald29@mchsi.com; for St. Clara contact Margie DeGrote mmdegrote@gmail.com or 
320-847-3188; for St. Joseph’s contact Sue Botten swbotten@charter.net or 320-269-8672. 

Sharing the Gift of Song is Personal Stewardship with God

Meet Cantor

Sharon Rupp has served as a cantor for more 
than 30 years.

mailto:emerald29@mchsi.com
mailto:mmdegrote@gmail.com
mailto:swbotten@charter.net
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A Catholic’s Guide to 
Good Summer Reading

Have you been wondering 
what to read during vacation 

this year? Why not give spiritual 
reading a try?

There are thousands of titles out 
there — too many for any one person 
— just waiting to make a positive 
impact on your faith life. Reading is 
a fantastic opportunity for general 
spiritual direction and good practice 
for every searching soul. 

Choose a title from “you can’t 
go wrong” authors such as Louis 
de Wohl, G.K. Chesterton, Peter Kreeft, Francis de Sales, 
C.S. Lewis, and Scott Hahn. Their works alone should 
take you well into the summer, and possibly through to 
the next decade.

Or, choose from this list of great Christian books, in 
no particular order:

The Story of a Soul by St. Therese of Lisieux
In this autobiography and all-time favorite Catholic 

book, St. Therese teaches her “little way” of spiritual 
childhood. Millions of copies have been sold worldwide.

Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis
One of the most popular introductions to the Christian 

faith ever published, this series of broadcast talks has 
been collected into book fashion. Mere Christianity sets 
out to “explain and defend the belief that has been 
common to nearly all Christians at all times.” 

Rome Sweet Home: Our Journey to Catholicism by Scott and 
Kimberly Hahn

This offers a conversion story of a brilliant, anti-
Catholic Scripture scholar and his wife to the Catholic 
faith. Now well-known speakers and Catholic apologists, 
Scott and Kimberly recount their story with simplicity 
and love.

The Good News about Sex & Marriage: Answers to Your Honest 
Questions about Catholic Teaching by Christopher West

This down-to-earth application of Pope St. John Paul 

II’s Theology of the Body is an easy-
to-read, yet insightful account of 
the Church’s teaching on sex and 
marriage.

What Catholics Really Believe by 
Karl Keating

Addressing 52 of the greatest 
misconceptions of the Catholic 
faith, Keating draws upon 
Scripture and Tradition to dispel 
errors and explain the rationale 
behind Church teaching. 

No Greater Love by Mother Teresa
This anthology collects the teachings and sayings 

of St. Teresa of Calcutta. Founder of the Missionaries of 
Charity and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, St. Teresa 
of Calcutta speaks joyfully about her work with the poor 
and God’s call in our lives.

Surprised by Truth edited by Patrick Madrid
Eleven converts give their Biblical and historical 

reasons for becoming Catholic. These unique personal 
testimonies continue to transform hearts throughout 
the world in an insightful read for Catholics and non-
Catholics alike.

SOMETHING FOR YOUNG CATHOLICS
As for the little ones at home, nothing settles them into 

bed better than a good book. Seek wholesome children’s 
literature that communicates Christian messages. Be 
sure they are positive, healthy stories with characters 
they can emulate that inspire virtues such as courage, 
justice, charity, patience, generosity and prudence. To 
name a few: 

Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis
This series of seven fantasy novels is considered a 

classic in children’s literature. Chronicles of Narnia alludes 
to traditional Christian ideas within the framework of an 
exciting tale of adventure. 

continued on back cover



holy Family area 
CatholiC Community
512 Black Oak Ave.
Montevideo, MN 56265

www.holyfamilyarea.org

MASS TIMES:
Sunday
8:30 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
10:30 a.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
Tuesday
10:00 a.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
Wednesday
10:00 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
Thursday
Noon — St. Joseph, Montevideo
Friday
10:00 a.m. — St. Andrew, Granite Falls
 Saturday
 5:00 p.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo
 7:00 p.m. —   St. Joseph, Montevideo in Spanish

ConFeSSion timeS:
Sunday
8 a.m. — St. Clara, Clara City
Tuesday - Friday
30 minutes before Mass
Saturday
4:15 p.m. — St. Joseph, Montevideo

A Catholic’s Guide to Good 
Summer Reading  continued from page 7

Little Acts of Grace by Rosemarie Gortler, Mimi Sternhagen (Illustrator) 
and Donna Piscitelli

This beginning-level book is a fantastic way to introduce 2 to 
4-year-olds to Catholic customs. It is written in an age-appropriate, 
beautifully explained way.

All (or just one) of the 20 books of the Mary Fabyan Windeatt saint 
biographies

This unbeatable collection of saint stories, appropriate for 
children of all ages, is perfect to read aloud with the whole family.

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta: Missionary of Charity by Sr. Mary Kathleen 
Glavich

There is no better way to introduce children to St. Teresa of 
Calcutta! This book highlights her work with the poor and includes 
a special prayer for children.

The Story of Easter by Aileen Fisher
Tells the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and explores how 

different cultures celebrate Easter. This is recommended for children 
in first through third grades.

Happy summer! Happy reading!

http://www.holyfamilyarea.org



