
BIBLE BASICS FOR CATHOLICS
Session #3: “Interpretation and Inspiration”



• Divine Revelation: Scripture and Tradition

• Dei Verbum: How Catholics read the Bible

• Footnotes, cross-references, and foreshadowing

BIBLE BASICS FOR CATHOLICS
Session #3: “Interpretation and Inspiration”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
REVIEW: Factual vs. Truth“Revealed Truth” of George Washington cutting down the cherry tree



Inspiration: How the Bible was Written

DICTATION THEORY
God spoke, humans wrote

SUBSEQUENT APPROBATION
Humans wrote, God approved

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“The Inspiration of St. Matthew” by Caravaggio (1602)



Inspiration: How the Bible was Written

“The Bible is God’s Word in human words”





Bible books don’t give us a complete 
understanding of God, but an 

experience by people in each age 

Our understanding of God evolves; so 
we recognize just punishment and 

wrath, as well as compassion and love 

The reading of the Scriptures reveal one God who desires the fullness of life for His people

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wrong to say: “The OT God is violent and angry while the NT God is loving and merciful”Explain the “revelation” of childbirth for Addie



“The New Testament is in the 
Old Testament concealed,
the Old Testament is in the 
New Testament revealed.”

“The Bible was composed in 
such a way that as beginners 
mature, its meaning grows 

with them.” 

“We speak to God when we 
pray. God speaks to us when 

we read the Bible.” 



Historical-Critical Method
Knowing how to find the meaning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We read the different parts of a newspaper differently, and we should do the same with the books of the Bible



Which Came First…Scripture or Tradition?



[Jn 1:1-5, 14]



The Word who became flesh, Jesus Christ, 
is the Fulfillment of God’s Self-revelation

SCRIPTURE
The written accounts of 

God’s self-revelation

TRADITION
The living faith handed on 

from and to each generation



The Word who became flesh, Jesus Christ, 
is the Fulfillment of God’s Self-revelation

SCRIPTURE
The written accounts of 

God’s self-revelation

5-Step Process
1. Experienced events
2. Oral tradition
3. Written tradition
4. Edited tradition
5. Selecting canonical 

works

[Lk 1:1-4]



The Word who became flesh, Jesus Christ, 
is the Fulfillment of God’s Self-revelation

Exegesis (“drawing out”)

1. Literary form (genre)
2. Time frame of work
3. Audience
4. Presumed beliefs at 

the time of the author
5. Ecclesial guidance

[Gn 1:6]
TRADITION

The living faith handed on 
from and to each generation



Case Study of Exegesis
Moral Development

Escalating retribution
• Strike back hard
• If you kill one of us, 

we’ll kill ten of you

Limited retribution
• “An eye for an eye, 

a tooth for a tooth, 
a life for a life.”

• Ex 21:23-24
• Lev 24:19-20
• Deut 19:21

No retribution
• “Turn the other 

cheek” 
• “Love your enemies” 

• Mt 5:38-48
• Literal meaning?
• Modern application?

ANCIENT CULTURES HEBREW BIBLE CHRISTIAN BIBLE 



Tools for Exegesis



• Did Jesus have “Brothers & Sisters”?
• Literal meaning vs. Historical context?
• What about Mary’s “perpetual virginity”?

Biblical Exegesis – Case Study

[Mk 6:3]

Neither Hebrew nor Aramaic, the language spoken by Christ and His 
disciples, had special words meaning “cousin,” “nephew,” or “step-
son,”  so the word for brother was used. The Gospels speak of four 
“brethren”, James, Joseph, Simon and Jude. 
Further, Jesus would hardly have left His Mother to His apostle John 
[ref. Jn 19:26-27], if the above four were also her sons.



Scripture Alone
(Sola Scriptura)Scripture

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sola Scriptura (“Scripture Alone”)



TraditionScripture

Revelation



The Word who became flesh, Jesus Christ, 
is the Fulfillment of God’s Self-revelation

Revelation = Scripture + Tradition

Scripture and Tradition are not separate or opposed

Bible contains Revelation, but not all Revelation is in the Bible

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Church (community) existed prior to the written word (Bible)



Pharaoh could not believe what he was seeing come 
out of the river. Clearly, he was in ______________.

[Gen 41:2]



Second Vatican Council
1962-1965



God Orchestrated 
“salvation” history to reveal 
himself through covenants

• ABRAHAM: land and 
descendants

• MOSES: Israel a holy nation
• DAVID: Messiah from 

David’s line
• ISAIAH: God would usher in 

a messianic age
• JESUS: God’s Son would 

save the world

1. 



There is continual growth in 
our understanding of God’s 

self-revelation

• The Holy Spirit facilitates 
this evolutionary 
understanding of God
• Jn 14:15-31
• Jn 16:4-33

2. 



We must know the original 
intention of the biblical  

authors

• Historical context matters

3. 



The NT is hidden in the OT, 
and the OT is made manifest 

in the NT

• 1 Cor 10:1-13 (warning)
• Gen 22:1-19 (Isaac)

4. 



The study of Scripture 
should prompt us to change 

and ongoing conversion

• Enlighten our mind
• Strengthen our will
• Set our hearts on fire with 

the love of God 
• [Ex 3:2b-3]
• Lk 24:13-35 (Emmaus) –

illustrates all three of these 
occurrences

5. 



Supper at Emmaus
Caravaggio (1601)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One disciple is unnamed – he represents usLuke focuses on Jesus’ journey toward Jerusalem: Temple, Last Supper, arrest and trial, death, ResurrectionChps. 9-19 (of 24 total)Disciples walking in wrong direction – away from Jerusalem and their destinyThe disciples can’t “see” / their perspective is limitedOnce they SAW they moved – this time in the right direction; despite lateness, dangers, awaiting persecution – they immediately raced to Jerusalem to share the “Good News”



Jesus promised to resurrect the career of 
this child movie star from the 1930’s.

[Jn 2:19]



Biblical Footnotes
• Reference other passages
• Provide historical context
• Explain textual variants



BIBLE BASICS FOR CATHOLICS
Session #4: “Biblical Background”

Tuesday, October 6, 2020
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