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• Foreshadowing

• Geography: the “Fifth Gospel”

• Biblical Numerology

BIBLE BASICS FOR CATHOLICS
Session #4: “Biblical Background”



[fôrˈShadō] verb  1. be a warning or indication of (a future event)
synonyms: signal, indicate, signify, mean, be a sign of, suggest, herald, be 
a harbinger of, warn of, portend, prefigure, presage, promise, anticipate

Foreshadow



Paradise

Separation

Eve’s 
Disobedience

Mary’s 
Obedience

Genesis 3

Luke 1



Glory

Shame

Adam’s 
Disobedience

Jesus’ 
Obedience



Genesis 3:23 John 18:1



Genesis 11:1-9 Acts 2:1-4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Genesis 11 (Tower of Babel): Confusion and division are the result of human prideActs 2 (Pentecost): Understanding and unity are the result of the Holy Spirit



Exodus 20:1-17 Acts 2:1-4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pentecost: “fiftieth” day after freedom from slavery, 10C’s to guide livesActs: “fiftieth” day after freedom from slavery (Resurrection), HS to guide lives



Genesis 22:6 John 19:17

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Isaac / Jesus – both beloved sons – carry the wood on which they’re to be sacrificed



Genesis 22:13 John 19:2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ram caught in a thicket / Crown of thorns



The Incarnation Foreshadowed



“But you, O 
Bethlehem…who are 

too little to be 
among the clans of 

Judah, from you 
shall come forth for 
me one who is to be 

ruler in Israel.”
-- Micah 5:2

“Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of 

Judea.”
-- Matthew 2:1



“Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you 
a sign; the virgin will 

conceive and give 
birth to a son, and 

he will be 
Emmanuel.”
-- Isaiah 7:14

“In the sixth month, 
the angel Gabriel 

was sent from God 
to a town of Galilee 
called Nazareth, to 

a virgin betrothed to 
a man named 

Joseph, of the house 
of David, and the 
virgin’s name was 

Mary.”
-- Luke 1:26-27



“Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, ‘I have had 
a dream, and there 
is no one who can 
interpret it. I have 
heard it said that 
when you hear a 
dream you can 

interpret it.’ Joseph 
answered Pharaoh, 

‘It is not me; God 
will give you a 

favorable answer.’”
-- Genesis 41:15-16

“An angel of the 
Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and 
said, ‘Joseph son of 

David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife… 
what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son, and 
you are to give him 
the name Jesus.’”
-- Matthew 1:20-21



Ark of the Covenant

• The Ark was overshadowed by 
a cloud of glory (Ex 40:34-35)

• Holds manna [bread from 
Heaven] (Ex 16:4)

• Has Aaron’s staff [priestly 
authority] (Num 17:25-26)

• Contains Ten Commandments 
[God’s Law] (Ex 25:10-16)

• Mary was overshadowed by the 
Holy Spirit (Lk 1:35)

• Holds Jesus [the “Bread of Life”]
(John 6:48-51)

• Jesus [the great “High Priest” 
teaches with authority] (Heb 8:1-7)

• Jesus [fulfills and embodies the 
Law] (Mt 5:17)

Mary is the New “Ark of the Covenant”

Mary



Ark of the Covenant

• David danced and leapt in 
front of the Ark (2 Sam 6:14)

• Filled with awe, David said, 
“Who am I that the Ark of the 
Lord should come unto me?”  
(2 Sam 6:9)

• The Ark remained in the house 
of Obededom for three 
months (2 Sam 6:11)

• John the Baptist leapt in his 
mother’s womb at the Mary’s 
coming (Lk 1:41)

• Filled with the Holy Spirit, 
Elizabeth said, “Who am I that 
the mother of my Lord should 
come unto me?” (Lk 1:43)

• Mary remained in the house of 
Elizabeth for three months (Lk 1:56)

Mary is the New “Ark of the Covenant”

Mary



Ark of the Covenant

• The Ark ends up in Jerusalem; 
God’s presence and glory is 
revealed in the temple              
(1 Kgs 8:9–11)

• The Ark “housed” and revealed 
God’s presence, but was itself 
not worshipped by Jews

• The Ark disappeared, and no 
trace of it can be found 
anywhere on earth

• Mary ends up in Jerusalem, 
where she presents Jesus in the 
temple (Lk 2:21–22)

• Mary “housed” and revealed 
God’s presence; she is holy, but 
not worshipped by Christians

• Mary was assumed bodily into 
heaven by God at the end of 
her earthly life, and no trace of 
her can be found anywhere on 
earth

Mary is the New “Ark of the Covenant”

Mary



God promised to give a message to the prophet Jeremiah 
if he would travel to the home of this fictional boy wizard.

[Jer 18:2]









Numbers 14:32 Isaiah 40:3-4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Crossing the Jordan River into the Promised LandStraight paths, unlike the wandering Israelites



John 1:28

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jesus baptized at Bethany across the Jordan





John 5:1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jesus “went up to Jerusalem”Jerusalem is nestled in a high mountain ridge in Israel’s hill country, about 2,500 feet above sea levelThe route to get there is uphill most of the way; pilgrims would climb vertically 3K+ feet to reach the city



Matthew 16:13-16





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Built into a craggy rockEntrance to the underworld where fertility gods lived (called the “Gates of Hell”)Despicable acts of sexual immorality took place here“Son of the living God” vs. the dead pagan gods







John 11:1, 11-13, 17-27, 32-44

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Giotto (c. 1305)





Who guided the Holy Family in their flight into Egypt?
[Mt 27:2]



Indicates something significant in God's plan of salvation

• “He will revive us after two days; on the third day he will 
raise us up to live in his presence.” [Hosea 6:2]

• “But the Lord sent a great fish to swallow Jonah, and he 
remained in the belly of the fish for three days and three 
nights.” [Jonah 2:1]

• “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.’” [John 2:19]

Appears almost 500 times in the Bible

Represents Divine perfection and completeness



Symbolic of human failings and demonic influence

• “When you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six years, 
and in the seventh he shall go out free.” [Exodus 21:2]

• “One who understands can calculate the number of the 
beast, for it is a number that stands for a person. His 
number is six hundred and sixty-six.” [Revelation 13:18]

• 3 represents completeness, so three sixes (666) 
represents complete incompleteness

Man was created on the sixth day

Represents imperfection and incompleteness



Indicates Divine fullness and that which is satisfying 

• “On the seventh day God completed the work he had 
been doing; he rested on the seventh day from all the 
work he had undertaken.” [Genesis 2:2]

• “…and some women who had been cured of evil spirits 
and infirmities, Mary, called Magdalene, from whom 
seven demons had gone out.” [Luke 8:2]

• Symbolizes total deliverance

Appears over 700 times in the Bible

Represents Divine perfection and completeness



Assimilates the governance of the 12 Zodiac signs

• “I heard the number of those who had been marked with 
the seal, one hundred and forty-four thousand 
marked from every tribe of the Israelites.” [Rev 7:4]

• 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes = 144,000

• “Then he summoned his twelve disciples and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits to drive them out and to 
cure every disease and every illness.” [Matthew 10:1]

Appears 200 times in Scriptures

Represents perfection of government and God’s authority

Presenter
Presentation Notes
22 times in Revelation alone!



Pregnancy (40 weeks): pain & growth  birth & new life

• “I will bring rain down on the earth for forty days and 
forty nights…” [Genesis 7:4]

• “Moses was on the mountain (Sanai) for forty days and 
forty nights.” [Exodus 24:18]

• “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be 
tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty 
nights.” [Matthew 4:1-2]

Appears almost 150 times in the Bible

Associated with testing, trials, and a time of preparing



BIBLE BASICS FOR CATHOLICS
Session #5: “The Lectionary”

Tuesday, October 13, 2020
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