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Judith      

8:7-8

She was beautiful in appearance 

and very lovely to behold.  Her 

husband, Manasseh, had left her 

gold and silver, male and female 

servants, livestock and fields, 

which she was maintaining. No 

one had a bad word to say about 

her, for she feared God greatly.

The Book of Judith is one of the deutercanonical books; 

rejected by Martin Luther since it was not in the 

Hebrew Bible, although it had been included by the 

Church for many years.  It is historical fiction, written to 

exalt God as Israel’s deliverer from foreign might, not 

by an army, but by means of a simple widow. It 

condenses 5 centuries of historical information into one 

story.  The name Judith means Jewish woman. 

Old Historical

1 Macc 

2:27-28

Then Mattathias cried out in the 

city, “Let everyone who is 

zealous for the law and who 

stands by the covenant follow 

me!” Then he and his sons fled 

to the mountains, leaving behind 

in the city all their possessions.

The First Book of Maccabees records the deliverance of 

Israel that God worked through the family of 

Mattathias; his three sons, Judas, Jonathan, and Simon, 

and his grandson, John Hyrcanus. The writer compares 

their virtues and their exploits with those of Israel’s 

ancient heroes, the Judges, Samuel, and David.  The 

book illustrates that we show our love for God by 

keeping God's laws.

Old Historical

Dan 4:1-4

I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home 

in my palace, content and 

prosperous. I had a terrifying 

dream as I lay in bed, and the 

images and my visions 

frightened me. So I issued a 

decree that all the wise men of 

Babylon should be brought 

before me to give the 

interpretation of the dream. 

When the magicians, 

enchanters, Chaldeans, and 

diviners had come in, I related 

the dream before them; but 

none of them could tell me its 

meaning.

Daniel is a prophet who was one of the first to be 

deported from Jerusalem to Babylon where he lived 

until 523BC, although this book was not written until 

less than 200 years before Jesus was born.  This book 

inlcudes stories of Daniel and his companions, as well as 

visions of the end of time when the dead will be raised 

for reward or punishment.  This is an early form of 

apocalyptic writing - vivid imagery of the future triumph 

of the kingdom of God.  The moral of this book is that 

people of faith can resist temptation and conquer 

adversity.

Old Prophets

Acts 27:10

“Men, I can see that this 

voyage will result in severe 

damage and heavy loss not 

only to the cargo and the 

ship, but also to our lives.”

Acts of the Apostles is the second part of the work by 

Luke.  In it, Luke tells the story of the spread of the good 

news to the world, after Jesus' resurrection.  As the title 

says, it is the story of what the apostles did, but it is also 

the story of the Holy Spirit at work in the early Church. 

Peter and Paul are the main characters, as Luke shows that 

the salvation promised to the Jews in the Old Testament, 

accomplished by Jesus, is now extended to all the Gentiles 

(non-Jews) as well.
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1 Sam 10:1

Then, from a flask he had 

with him, Samuel poured oil 

on Saul’s head and kissed 

him, saying: “The 

LORD anoints you ruler over 

his people Israel. You are the 

one who will govern the 

LORD’s people and save them 

from the power of their 

enemies all around them.

The first Book of Samuel covers about one hundred 

years (around 1000BC); from the end of the era of 

judges to the beginning of the era of Kings.  The key 

figure, Samuel, is the last of the judges and the one who 

anoints the first king - Saul.  These stories were told for 

hundreds of years before they were written down.  The 

common theme of the stories in this book is that when 

the people do what is commanded by God, when they 

follow the covenant, life is good. When they don't 

follow God's laws, there is trouble.  

Old Historical

Ob 1:15

Near is the day of the LORD 

against all the nations!  As 

you have done, so will it be 

done to you, your conduct 

will come back upon your 

own head.

This is the shortest book of the prophets.  Only 21 

verses long, it foretells the destruction of Edom.   It is 

probably from about 580BC, the time of the Exile, when 

the Edomites took advantage of the helpless people left 

behind in Judah after the Exile. 

Old Prophets

1 Cor 13:11

When I was a child, I used to 

talk as a child, think as a 

child, reason as a child; when 

I became a man, I put aside 

childish things.

This letter gives us a good idea of what an early 

Christian community was like.  Paul writes to the 

Christians in Corinth about 53AD, while he was in prison 

in Ephesus, to help them through some of their 

problems.  He reminds them stay pure in following 

Christian teaching and conduct.  A few of the passages 

are very important in our understanding of the 

Eucharist and resurrection of the body.  There are many 

well-known passages in this letter. 

New
Pauline 

Letters

2Pet 3:8-9

But do not ignore this one fact, 

beloved, that with the Lord one 

day is like a thousand years and 

a thousand years like one day.  

The Lord does not delay his 

promise, as some regard 

“delay,” but he is patient with 

you, not wishing that any should 

perish but that all should come 

to repentance.

This letter may have been written long after Peter's 

death by someone who was a follower of Peter. It is 

possibly one of the last books written.  The author 

wanted to remind Christians that everything they 

believed was true.  Some needed this reminder because 

they had expected the end of time and the return of 

Christ to take place soon after the resurrection.

New
Catholic 

Letters
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