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2 Kings 

13:10-11

In the 37th year of Joash, king of 

Judah, Joash, son of Jehoahaz, 

became king over Israel in 

Samaria sixteen years. He did 

what was evil in the LORD's 

sight; he did not desist from any 

of the sins Jeroboam, son of 

Nebat, had caused Israel to 

commit, but persisted in them.

The second Book of Kings continues the stories of the 

Kings of Israel after David.  It covers the history roughly 

from 850BC when the prophet Elijah went up to heaven 

and was succeeded by Elisha to 587BC when the city of 

Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonians.  The 

books of Kings emphasize the importance of worship in 

the temple in Jerusalem.  

Old Historical

2 Chron 

30:13

Thus many people gathered 

in Jerusalem to celebrate the 

feast of Unleavened Bread in 

the second month; it was a 

very great assembly.

2 Chronicles is the second half of the book of 

Chronicles.  This was written to fill in the stories from 

the books of Kings.  But the real purpose of the books is 

to show that the past holds the key to future.  The way 

for the Jewish faith to survive is to heed the lessons of 

the past, and to return to serve God in the temple. This 

book covers the time from the reign of Solomon in 

900BC to the end of the kingdom in 587BC.

Old Historical

Ezra 1:4

Let all those who have 

survived, in whatever place 

they may have lived, be 

assisted by the people of that 

place with silver, gold, goods, 

and livestock, together with 

voluntary offerings for the 

house of God in Jerusalem.’”

In 538BC the people of Jerusalem who had been exiled 

in Babylon were finally allowed to return.  Ezra was a 

priest of Israel who had been exiled.  While in exile he 

studied the scripture.  The book of Ezra tells the story of 

how he and Nehemiah helped returned to Jerusalem 

and re-organized the society to follow God's laws.  They 

taught the people how to return to the ways of 

following God.  

Old Historical

Song of 

Songs 2:2-3

Like a lily among thorns, so is 

my friend among women. 

Like an apple tree among the 

trees of the woods, so is my 

lover among men. In his 

shadow I delight to sit, and 

his fruit is sweet to my taste.

The Song of Songs is a collection of love poems.  

Although the book claims to be the songs of Solomon, 

they were really collected and written down much later 

than Solomon; some time after 537BC.  The love poems 

celebrate human love but have been seen as a 

representation of the love God has for his people.  As 

such it is a beautiful expression of the depth of love God 

has for each one of us.
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Ezek 3:3

Son of man, he said to me, 

feed your stomach and fill 

your belly with this scroll I am 

giving you. I ate it, and it was 

as sweet as honey in my 

mouth.

Ezekiel was a prophet during the time of the Exile.  He 

was living in Babylon, and was the first person outside 

the Holy Land to be called to prophesy.  He foretold the 

destruction of Jerusalem, reminding the people that it 

was because of their sins that this could happen.  His 

warnings were quite dramatic.  After the destruction of 

the temple, Ezekiel encouraged the people to return to 

God and foretold of a new temple and a new Israel. 

Old Prophets

Joel 3:1

It shall come to pass I will 

pour out my spirit upon all 

flesh.  Your sons and 

daughters will prophesy, your 

old men will dream dreams, 

your young men will see 

visions.

The book of Joel was probably written between 450 to 

400BC.  In it, Joel gives two speeches.  The first is a 

warning.  In the midst of a drought the people carry on as 

if nothing is wrong.  Joel warns then that if they do not 

obey God's laws there will be an even worse drought.  The 

people listen and the drought does not take place.  Joel 

describes a new inclusive community, cutting across 

boundaries of gender, age and class. Peter uses images 

from Joel as he describes the first Christian community.

Old Prophets

Gala-tions 

3:26-28

For through faith you are all 

children of God in Christ Jesus.  

For all of you who were baptized 

into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ.  There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free person, 

there is not male and female; for 

you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Paul wrote this letter to the people of Galatia about 

54AD.  These new Christians had been Pagans before 

Paul visited them and taught them about Jesus Christ.  

After Paul left, others came and were telling the 

Galatians that they had to be Jewish, and follow Jewish 

laws as well.  Paul tells them that because of Christ's 

death and resurrection, they do not need to follow the 

old Jewish laws .  What is important is to follow Christ.  

This book has a summary of Paul's theology.

New 
Pauline 

Letters

1 Timothy  

6:17-18

Tell the rich in the present age 

not to be proud and not to rely 

on so uncertain a thing as wealth 

but rather on God, who richly 

provides us with all things for 

our enjoyment.  Tell them to do 

good, to be rich in good works, 

to be generous, ready to share.

The first letter of St. Paul to Timothy was probably 

written later in Paul's life.  Timothy was a fellow disciple 

who travelled with Paul. He is now a leader of the 

Christian community in Ephesus.  Paul writes to give 

advice to Timothy on how to lead the community, and 

what to tell the community about how to get along.  He 

also reminds Timothy not to let the people be led astray 

by false teachers.  

New 
Pauline 

Letters
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