
Cardinal Avery Dulles’ Six Models of the Church 

 

1) Mystical Communion 

a) This model emphasizes community – but it is deeper than that – like a family that 

is related by DNA, the church is a community that is related by Spirit – we are 

connected to each other not just by what we say and do but by GOD!  We are 

united to God and to one another.  We read in Acts about the followers of Jesus 

being one in mind and heart. 

b) Strengths – warm and welcoming - but we must remember it is more than that – 

it is MYSTICAL COMMUNION, not just friendly fellowship 

2) Sacrament 

a) This means the Church is a visible sign of Christ still in the world today! A sign 

and instrument of Grace in the world.  It emphasizes the visible (human) and 

invisible (Divine) nature of the church. 

b) Strengths – this connects with our Catholic way of looking at the world – our 

sacra mentality – but it is hard to explain this concept. 

3) Servant 

a) This model emphasizes the Church’s commitment to social justice – to doing 

what Jesus did in caring for the ‘least.’  This model includes the action which 

goes along with the words of the Herald. 

b) Strengths – doing what Jesus did – we are living our faith!  But – we must 

remember that it is our FAITH that we are living – to balance action and faith! 

4) Herald 

a) This model emphasizes the way the Church announces the Good News of the 

Kingdom of God.  The Church is a messenger of God’s saving love in the world, 

constantly calling everyone to renewal and reform. 

b) Strengths – calls us to look to the Gospels – but we have to be doers of the Word 

too – we can’t just think about the concepts of the Gospels! 

5) Institution 

a) This model emphasizes the structure and order of the Church (You are Peter and 

upon this rock I will build my Church) – and in the hierarchy of the church.  In the 

Bible, we hear of it in the Council of Jerusalem (Acts)  

b) Strengths – clear roles and guidelines for living – but per Dulles this should never 

be the most important model 

6) Community of Disciples 

a) This model was the latest that Dulles added – it emphasizes that the Church is a 

community of people that follow Jesus, trying to be like Jesus in everything they 

do, say, pray, knowing that following Jesus may include suffering. 

b) Strengths – a strong connection to Jesus, personal accountability – but with this 

model we may lose sight of the universal church 


