
Closing Prayer 

 

Reader: Excerpts from The Canticle of the Sun by St. Francis 

All praise be yours, my Lord, through all that you have made, 

through Brother Sun, who brings the day; and light you 

give to us through him. 

All praise be yours my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, 

fair and stormy, and all the weather's moods, by which 

you cherish all that you have made. 

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Water,  

 so useful, lowly, precious and pure. 

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Brother Fire,  

 through whom you brighten up the night.  

All praise be yours my Lord, through Sister Earth, our mother, 

who feeds us in her sovereignty, and produces various 

fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 

Praise and bless my Lord, and give him thanks,  

 and serve him with great humility. 

 

Leader: Creator God, help us to take the time to listen for 
your callings each time we go outdoors and enjoy your 
creation. May we, like St. Francis, learn to see you in all 
people and all creation. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

Please return to your table at 10:45 (Sunday) or 6:20 (Monday). 
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Leader: Today we will practice listening. First, we’ll pray 

and listen to all the sounds around us. Then, we’ll 

read Scripture passages and listen again.  

Leader: We will also write or draw; we will journal a   

response to what we hear & read. (Hold up a journal.)  

Leader: Please listen quietly to the opening prayer.  

Read the following prayerfully to your family: 

 All: In the Name of the Father and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.   

Leader: Creator God, today we practice listening. Just 

like St. Francis, we have come into your beautiful crea-

tion to pause and listen to you speak to us.  Help us to 

hear you and your callings in your Word and in the 

world around us. 

 Amen. 

Reader:   A reading from the First Book of Kings:  

“Then the LORD said: Go out and stand on the 

mountain before the LORD; the LORD will pass by.  

DIRECTIONS 

• Gather your group: 1 or 2 families. 

• Choose a parent to be your leader; choose a Scripture reader. 

• Bring along your family Bible, your family tote bag, one pen or 
pencil per person, and one journal per person. 

• Find a spot where you can be comfortable and not too close to 
others. 

• Form a small circle so everyone can easily hear you, and read 
the following to your family:   

A strong and heavy wind was rending the mountains 

and crushing rocks before the LORD—but the LORD was 

not in the wind. After the wind there was an earth-

quake—but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After 

the earthquake there was a fire—but the LORD was not 

in the fire. After the fire there was a tiny, whispering 

sound.   

When he heard this, Elijah hid his face in his cloak and 

went out & stood at the entrance of the cave.” 

The Word of the Lord.   

All: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: Elijah heard God in a tiny, whispering sound. Close 

your eyes now, and listen for all the sounds you can 

hear; listen for the quiet sounds, too.  

• Pause for about 2 minutes; then ask everyone to open his or her 

eyes as you finish reading: 

Leader: We thank you, God, for small sounds that remind us 

of your goodness. In the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

NEXT 
• Send one person to get a Scripture card from one of the brightly 

colored bins found in the area. 

• When he or she returns, look up the Scripture passage listed on 

the card, in your family Bible. Read it aloud. 

• Read the question on the card, and invite everyone to draw or 

write a response in his or her journal. (You might invite very 

young children just to draw what they see around them.) 

• Repeat the process with a card from a different bin, if finished be-

fore 10:45am (or 6:20pm). Close with the prayer on back. 


