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Exodus  Ex 

3:3

So Moses decided, “I must 

turn aside to look at this 

remarkable sight. Why does 

the bush not burn up?”

Exodus is one of the first 5 books of the Bible, also part 

of the Jewish Torah.  Supposedly Moses wrote it, but 

that can’t be proven.  Historically it covers the time 

Israelites left Egypt (the Exodus), and goes on to the 

covenant at Mt Sinai (when Moses got the 10 

commandments).  Scholars think the Exodus took place 

around 1250BC.

Old Pentateuch

Judges   

Jdgs 4:4-5

At that time the prophet 

Deborah, wife of Lappidoth, was 

judging Israel.  She used to sit 

under Deborah’s palm tree, 

between Ramah and Bethel in 

the mountain region of Ephraim, 

where the Israelites came up to 

her for judgment. 

The Hebrew judges were the leaders in the period from 

when Joshua died to when Saul became king. (About 

1230 to 1020 BC)This book was compiled by   editors 

between the 10th and 7th Century BC.  The book 

describes the situation following the conquest of the 

Holy Land, then tells the stories for many leaders, and 

concludes with stories that show the disorder of the 

period without a king.

Old Historical

Proverbs  

Prov 16:16, 

31

How much better to get 

wisdom than gold! To get 

understanding is preferable 

to silver. Gray hair is a crown 

of glory; it is gained by a life 

that is just.

Proverbs is a collection of sayings and instructions 

meant to teach wisdom.  These were gathered together 

in the time of the Kingdom.  This book reminds us  to 

seek wisdom; knowing it is both something we can 

work at and a divine gift. Wisdom is found when we are 

not distracted with daily life.

Old Wisdom Lit

JONAH   

Jonah 2:1 

& 11

Jonah prayed to the LORD, 

his God, from the belly of the 

fish.    Then the LORD 

commanded the fish to vomit 

Jonah upon dry land.

The book of Jonah could be either a satire or parable. 

The story is full of irony - a prophet who disobeys God, 

sailers who don't know God but pray anyway. The story 

is significant on a theological level; God's mercy extends 

beyond the nation of Israel, and 'the sign of Jonah' is 

refered to in the NT in connection with Jesus' three 

days in the tomb.

Old Prophets

ZECHARIAH 

Zech 3:3-5

Then the angel said to those 

standing before him, “Remove his 

filthy garments.” And to him he said, 

“Look, I have taken your guilt from 

you, and I am clothing you in stately 

robes.”  Then he said, “Let them put 

a clean turban on his head.” And 

they put a clean turban on his head 

and clothed him with the garments 

while the angel of the LORD was 

standing by.

The book of the Prophet Zechariah has two parts - 

written about 100 years apart. The visions in the first 

part point to the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem, 

about 520BC.  The second section shows an awareness 

that the kingdom has not been realized, but maintains 

hope that it will be.

Old Prophets
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2 Cor 5:17

So whoever is in Christ is a 

new creation: the old things 

have passed away; behold, 

new things have come.

The Second letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians was 

probably written about 57 AD in response to news Paul 

had heard of problems in the church at Corinth.  It is a 

very personal letter, in which he expresses both 

frustrations and deep affection.  The theological insights 

Paul used in response to problems at Corinth are still 

valuable for us today.

New Pauline Letters

Titus 2:6-8

Urge the younger men, similarly, 

to control themselves, showing 

yourself as a model of good 

deeds in every respect, with 

integrity in your teaching, 

dignity, and sound speech that 

cannot be criticized, so that the 

opponent will be put to shame 

without anything bad to say 

about us.

This is the third Pastoral Letter – a letter from Saint Paul 

to an individual, which was later shared with many 

different churches.  Titus was a Gentile Christina who 

had been with Paul on some of his journeys.  He is the 

one who brought Paul’s 2
nd

 letter to Corinth.  The letter 

discusses church life and structure as well as reminders 

of how to live in a society where deceivers and heretics 

abound.

New Pauline Letters

Heb 1:1-2

In times past, God spoke in 

partial and various ways to our 

ancestors through the prophets; 

in these last days, he spoke to us 

through a son, whom he made 

heir of all things and through 

whom he created the universe.

For centuries this letter was attributed to Saint Paul, 

even though the letter itself does not make that claim 

and the style and Greek writing are very different from 

Paul’s letters.  It may have been a written homily.  The 

purpose of the letter is to encourage Christians and 

strengthen their faith.  The main themes are the 

priesthood of Christ  and the journey of the people of 

God to the heavenly Jerusalem.   

New 
catholic 

Letters
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