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Second 

Samuel    2 

Sam 6:14-

15

Then David came dancing before 

the LORD with abandon, girt 

with a linen ephod. David and all 

the house of Israel were bringing 

up the ark of the LORD with 

shouts of joy and sound of horn.

Both Books of Samuel were written down after the 

period of the Exile, when Isael needed to re-establish its 

religious identity. Samuel, the last of the judges, is a 

main character, but these books also describe the rules 

of Saul, David and Solomon.  David was known as the 

king after the Lord's own heart. 

Old Historical

Eccles-

iastes   Eccl 

2:24-25

There is nothing better for 

mortals than to eat and drink 

and provide themselves with 

good things from their toil. 

Even this, I saw, is from the 

hand of God. For who can eat 

or drink apart from God?

Ecclesiastes was probably written in the 3rd century BC 

when the Jews were under the oppressive rule of the 

Greeks, and likely felt powerless. There is a tone of 

scepticism and an awareness of the human condition in 

this book.  Several different sections end with a 

resigned conclusion that we are to rejoice in whatever 

gifts God provides .  

Old Wisdom Lit

Baruch     

Bar 6:45-

46

They are produced by 

woodworkers and goldsmiths; 

they are nothing other than 

what these artisans wish them 

to be. Even those who produce 

them are not long-lived

This book is a collection of 4 different works. These 

works were pulled together, edited and accredited to 

Jeremiah's secretary, Baruch.  It was actually edited a 

couple centuries before Christ.  The book of Baruch 

explains the trauma of the exile in terms of a cycle of 

sin, punishment, repentance, return.

Old Prophets

Nahum    

Nah 2:10

Plunder the silver, plunder 

the gold!”  There is no end to 

the treasure, to wealth in 

every precious thing!

The prophet Nahum wrote in the mid-600's B.C., about 

the coming destruction Ninevah, the capital city of the 

powerful and evil Assyrian Empire.  According to 

Nahum, the fall of Ninevah is evidence that God stands 

against oppression and the abuse of power.  He is joyful 

that the Assyrians will lose their power, gold, wealth.

Old Prophets

John     

John 16:25-

26

“I have told you this in figures of 

speech. The hour is coming 

when I will no longer speak to 

you in figures but I will tell you 

clearly about the Father. On that 

day you will ask in my name, and 

I do not tell you that I will ask 

the Father for you.

This gospel is unlike the other three; it uses very 

symbolic language and imagery and emphasizes the 

divinty of Jesus. lt includes details about Jesus' ministry 

that the other gospels don't, and is organized to 

emphasize theological points.  The prologue lays out 

many of the major themes and motifs.  This was read by 

the priest at the end of the Latin Mass.    

New Gospels
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First Thessa-

lonians      

1 Thess 

4:13-14

We do not want you to be 

unaware, brothers, about those 

who have fallen asleep, so that 

you may not grieve like the rest, 

who have no hope. For if we 

believe that Jesus died and rose, 

so too will God, through Jesus, 

bring with him those who have 

fallen asleep.

This is the earliest letter we have in the Bible, written 

about 20 years after the death of Jesus, to the people of 

Thessalonica who had become Christian when Paul was 

there a short while before.  Paul is thankful for their 

faith.  He also reminds them that moral conduct is the 

practical, personal expression of one’s Christian faith, 

love, and hope.

New Pauline Letters

Second 

Timothy     

2 Tim 3:16-

17

All scripture is inspired by 

God and is useful for 

teaching, for refutation, for 

correction, and for training in 

righteousness, so that one 

who belongs to God may be 

competent, equipped for 

every good work.

2 Timothy is one of the three pastoral letters.  They are 

attributed to Saint Paul, written late in his life, to a 

church leader.  In these letters Saint Paul gives what 

could be considered his final advice - how to be strong 

in Christ even in the midst of suffering.  The end of this 

letter is filled with personal requests from Paul to 

Timothy.  

New Pauline Letters

First Peter     

1 Peter 

3:15 - 16

 . . . sanctify Christ as Lord in 

your hearts. Always be ready 

to give an explanation to 

anyone who asks you for a 

reason for your hope, but do 

it with gentleness and 

reverence. . .  

The first letter of Peter was probably written by a 

secretary or disciple of Peter.  It was written to inspire 

and to teach a group of Christians threatened with 

persecution.  They are encouraged and consoled by 

reminders of the meaning of Christ's suffering, death 

and resurrection.  The letter is full of hope and 

reminders of what Christians are in Christ.

New 
catholic 

Letters

Catechist Cheat Sheet


