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Leviticus    

Lev 25:10 

Regularly on each sabbath 

day the bread shall be set out 

before the LORD on behalf of 

the Israelites by an 

everlasting covenant.

The book of Leviticus is named after the priests of the 

tribe of Levi, because so the book is filled with rules for 

rituals, sacrifices, offerings and how to be holy.  This 

was probably written when the priests were trying to 

unify the people after the Exile. It also continues the 

story of the Exodus.

Old Pentateuch

First Kings     

1 King 3:7-9

Now, LORD, my God, you 

have made me, your servant, 

king to succeed David my 

father; but I am a mere 

youth, not knowing at all how 

to act—

The books of Kings (1 and 2) are a continuation of the 

story of the Books of Samuel.  These tell the story of the 

Kings after David. 1 Kings begins with Solomon, the son 

of David and continues with the split between Israel and 

Judah, and the stories of the kings of these nations.  

Woven into the stories of hte kings are the stories of 

the prophets, who continued to remind the kings to 

follow God.

Old Historical

Tobit        

Tob 2:9-10

I lay down to sleep beside the wall. 

Because of the heat I left my face 

uncovered. I did not know that 

sparrows were perched on the wall 

above me; their warm droppings 

settled in my eyes, causing white 

scales on them. I was totally blind.

The book of Tobit is a fascinating story of a good and 

pious man named Tobit, who becomes blind, and also 

about a good woman named Sarah , who has had seven 

husbands die. God sends an angel to help them both, 

and their stories end up connecting.  The message of 

the book is to offer hope that God hears our prayers.

Old Historical

Wisdom      

Wis 11:4

When they thirsted, they 

called upon you, and water 

was given them from the 

sheer rock,

a quenching of their thirst 

from the hard stone.

This is called the Wisdom of Solomon even though it 

was written long after the death of that wise king. By re-

telling stories of God at work in history, the author is 

reminds us of ancient truths, and re-assures us of God's 

eventual justice, in the afterlife.  This book reminds us 

to hold on to traditions that lead us to God.  

Old Wisdom

Jeremiah      

Jer 24:1-2

The LORD showed me two baskets 

of figs placed before the temple of 

the LORD. This was after 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 

had exiled from Jerusalem Jeconiah, 

son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and 

the princes of Judah, the artisans 

and smiths, and brought them to 

Babylon. One basket contained 

excellent figs, those that ripen early. 

But the other basket contained very 

bad figs, so bad they could not be 

The prophet Jeremiah spoke out against the 

wrongdoings of the kings of Judah from about 630 to 

600bc, just before the Babylonian Exile.  The kings did 

not like his message, so he was put into prison, beaten, 

and thrown into a well to die.  Jeremiah survived and 

his warnings came true; Jerusalem was destroyed. He 

then foretold that God would make a new covenant; 

writing his law on the people's hearts.

Old Prophets
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Lam 5:4-5

We pay money to drink our own 

water, our own wood comes at a 

price. With a yoke on our necks, 

we are driven; we are worn out, 

but allowed no rest.

Lamentations consists of 5 poems, written to express 

the grief of the people who saw their city and temple 

destroyed. The vivid despair in this book shows how 

terrible that time was.  The poems also recall the 

goodness of God in the past and expresss hope for the 

future. Each verse of the poems begins in alphabetical 

order, which cannot really be translated - so we can't 

see the beauty of the poem in English.

Old Prophets

Philemon        

Phlm 1:21

With trust in your compliance 

I write to you, knowing that 

you will do even more than I 

say

This short letter was written by St. Paul to 3 people.  IT 

is named after the first person he greets, Philomen.  

Paul writes about sending a slave, whose name means 

useful, back to them.  Paul is in prison, where he met 

and converted this person. Paul calls him no longer a 

slave, but a brother, beloved as a man and in the Lord.  

This was a radical idea for that time.

New 
Pauline 

Letters

Third Letter 

of John              

3 Jn 1: 4

Nothing gives me greater joy 

than to hear that my children 

are walking in the truth.

The third letter of John is written to a specific person, 

Gaius. This letter gives us a glimpse into the early 

church.  Gauis was a Christian who welcomed 

missionaries and let them stay in his home.  There was 

another member of that local church who did not trust 

the visiting missionaries.  The writer of this letter was 

asking Gaius to once again welcome a missionary

New 
catholic 

Letters

Revelation    

Rev 11:19

Then God’s temple in heaven 

was opened, and the ark of his 

covenant could be seen in the 

temple. There were flashes of 

lightning, rumblings, and peals 

of thunder, an earthquake, and 

a violent hailstorm.

The book of Revelation can be very difficult to 

understand because it is full of strange symbolic images, 

which are not to be taken literally or pictured 

realistically.  It was written as a sort of secret code to 

give encouragement to Christians who were being 

persecuted.  This is apocalyptic writing, meaning it is 

about the end times. 

New Revelation
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