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Deuter-

onomy    

Deut 4:1

Now therefore, Israel, hear the 

statutes and ordinances I am 

teaching you to observe, that 

you may live, and may enter in 

and take possession of the land 

which the LORD, the God of your 

ancestors, is giving you.

Deuteronomy means 'second law' which is appropriate 

for this book because it copies much of the legal 

content of the 4 previous books of the Pentateuch.  It 

contains three long speeches by Moses, in which he 

reviews the history of the people, and 10 

commandments, and then gives the laws for how to 

settle into the promised land.  The book was probably 

composed over the course of three centuries.

Old Pentateuch

Second 

Maccabees   

2Macc 4:9

Besides this he would 

undertake to pay a hundred 

and fifty more, if he was 

given authority to establish a 

gymnasium and a youth 

center* for it and to enroll 

Jerusalemites as citizens of 

Antioch.

This book is one of those that would not be found in a 

protestant Bible.  The reason for this is that it was not 

listed as one of the accepted books of the Jewish 

scriptures from the end of the first century AD.  It has 

always been accepted by the Catholic church as part of 

the Bible however.  This book expresses hope in 

resurrection of the dead and in a messiah, a savior.  It 

was written only about 100 years before the birth of 

Christ.

Old Historical

Job                  

Job 1:20-21

Then Job arose and tore his 

cloak and cut off his hair. He fell 

to the ground and worshiped. 

He said, “Naked I came forth 

from my mother’s womb, and 

naked shall I go back there. The 

LORD gave and the LORD has 

taken away; blessed be the 

name of the LORD!”

The book of Job is a great literary work, with an elegant, 

artistic style.  The book tells the story of Job, a good 

man, who loses everything. His friends come to tell him 

that his troubles must come from his sins. Job insists he 

has followed God's ways.  The book challenges us to 

come to an understanding of why good people suffer.  

This was probably written between the 5th and 7th 

centuries before Christ.  

Old Wisdom

Amos         

Amos 5:23-

24

Take away from me your 

noisy songs; the melodies of 

your harps, I will not listen to 

them.  Rather let justice 

surge like waters, and 

righteousness like an 

unfailing stream.

Amos was a prophet in the Northern Kingdom of Israel 

in the700's bc.  His was a powerful voice against 

hypocrisy and injustice. He spoke out especially against 

the wealthy leaders, warning that the sins of injustice 

and idolatry found in Israel would lead to trouble.  

Religious practices without justice are an affront to 

God.  There is a glimmer of hope at the end of the book 

of Amos, written after his dire prophecies came true. 

Old Prophets
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Haggai     

Haggai 1:4-

5

Is it time for you to dwell in 

your paneled houses while 

this house lies in ruins?  Now 

thus says the LORD of hosts: 

Reflect on your experience!

This short book covers just a few months in 520bc.  

Haggai was encouraging the people to rebuild the 

temple following their return from captivity in Babylon.  

Haggai also helped the people see their connection to 

the past; to the line of King David.  He persuaded them 

look to and work toward a future with a renewed 

temple and restored Kingdom.  Thanks to Haggai's 

words the people did begin to rebuild the temple - the 

sign of God's presence with the people. 

old Prophets

Luke     

Luke 1:43-

44

And how does this happen to 

me, that the mother of my 

Lord should come to me?  For 

at the moment the sound of 

your greeting reached my 

ears, the infant in my womb 

leaped for joy.

The Gospel of Luke is the first part of a two volume 

work - Acts is the second volume.  Luke learned about 

Jesus from those who knew him; Luke was not a first 

generation Christian.  He wrote in Greek for people who 

spoke Greek.  His gospel shows the compassion and 

mercy of Jesus, the role of the Holy Spirit, and 

importance of prayer.  As Jesus' followers, we are called 

to be merciful, compassionate, and open to the Spirit in 

prayer.

New Gospel

Romans   

Romans    

5:5-6

And hope does not 

disappoint, because the love 

of God has been poured out 

into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit that has been 

given to us.  For Christ, while 

we were still helpless, yet 

died at the appointed time 

for the ungodly.

The letter to the Romans comes first in the Bible, even 

though it was not written first.  It is Paul's longest letter, 

and it clearly explains that salvation and justification 

come through faith in Christ. The letter to the Romans 

is universal in nature; it presents a plan of salvation 

stretching from Adam through Abraham and Moses to 

Christ and on to the future revelation at the end of 

time.  This letter also includes an explanation of the 

responsibilities of Christians toward God and others.

New 
Pauline 

Letters

Second 

Letter of 

John              

2 John 12

Although I have much to 

write to you, I do not intend 

to use paper and ink. Instead, 

I hope to visit you and to 

speak face to face so that our 

joy may be complete.

The second letter of John is the second shortest book of 

the Bible.  The writer calls himself an elder, writing to 

the elect Lady and her children.  The elect Lady is the 

Church in a particular city.  John reminds them to love 

one another, and to hold fast to the truth they know 

about Jesus Christ.  It was written about 100 years after 

the birth of Jesus.

New 
catholic 

Letters
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