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Numbers       

Num 14:26-

27

The LORD also said to Moses 

and Aaron: How long will this 

wicked community grumble 

against me? I have heard the 

grumblings of the Israelites 

against me.

This book includes two censuses of the Hebrew people 

and continues the story of their journey where Exodus 

leaves off.  After the first census, they prepare to enter 

the Promised Land, but are afraid because they hear it 

is inhabited by fierce 'giants.'  Instead of trusting in God 

they wander in the dessert for another 39 years. 

Another census is taken, and this time they are ready to 

enter the promised land.  The book ends before they 

enter it.  

Old Pentateuch

1 Chron 

4:10 

Jabez prayed to the God of 

Israel: “Oh, that you may 

truly bless me and extend my 

boundaries! May your hand 

be with me and make me 

free of misfortune, without 

pain!” And God granted his 

prayer.

The books of Chronicles are a good example of 'sacred 

history.'  This is an account written with less concern for 

precise details and facts than for drawing meaning from 

events.  This is interpretive history, to show the action 

of God in people's lives.  For the writer of Chronicles, 

the past is the key to the future of Israel.  David is held 

up as the great king who established the temple rituals.  

This book repeats the stories of the history in the 

Pentateuch from another angle.

Old Historical

Psalms 14:1-

2

For the leader. Of David. The 

fool says in his heart, “There 

is no God.” Their deeds are 

loathsome and corrupt; not 

one does what is good. The 

LORD looks down from 

heaven upon the children of 

men to see if even one is 

wise, if even one seeks God.

This is the longest book of the Bible - no wonder we 

sing part of it at every Mass! The Psalms are a "school 

of prayer," a model for us to follow and an inspiration 

for us to voice our own feelings, hopes and dreams.  

There are 150 psalms of several different types.  Most 

were composed for liturgical worship and follow distinct 

patterns and literary styles.  There are hymns of praise, 

psalms of thanksgiving, psalms of lament, and psalms 

classified by content.

Old Wisdom Lit

Isaiah 9:5

For a child is born to us, a son 

is given to us; upon his 

shoulder dominion rests. 

They name him Wonder-

Counselor, God-Hero, Father-

Forever, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah is the first of the books of the prophets, because 

it is the longest.  It can be broken into 3 parts, possibly 

written by 3 different authors.  The prophet Isaiah 

appeared at a critical time in Israel's history, when King 

Uzziah of Judah died. For Isaiah God's majesty 

overwhelms politcal and military power.  in the second 

section, written during the exile, we find the Servant 

Songs which are reflected in the New Testament 

understanding of Christ's passion and glory.

Old Prophets
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Mal 3:1

Now I am sending my 

messenger— he will prepare 

the way before me; And the 

lord whom you seek will 

come suddenly to his temple; 

The messenger of the 

covenant whom you desire— 

see, he is coming! says the 

LORD of hosts.

Malachi is the last of the prophetic books, and the 

shortest.  It was probably written about 445bc, several 

generations after the people had returned from the 

Exile.  At the time of Malachi, the attitude of God's 

people was cynical; they felt nothing is gained by doing 

what God wants; those who do wrong still prosper.  

Through Malachi, God assures the people that those 

who revere the Lord and those who turn from wicked 

ways will receive God's blessings, but that those who 

don't, will not.

Old Prophets

Matt 1:17

Thus the total number of 

generations from Abraham to 

David is fourteen 

generations; from David to 

the Babylonian exile, 

fourteen generations; from 

the Babylonian exile to the 

Messiah, fourteen 

generations.

Matthew is one of the synoptic gosples.  These three 

(Matthew, Mark and Luke), are so similar they have 

been said to be 'of one eye.'  Matthew was the most 

frequently quoted Scripture of the early church.  He was 

writing for Jewish Christians; connecting Jesus to the 

Old Testament prophecies and traditions.  In Matthew 

there are 5 great speeches: the Sermon on the Mount; 

mission instructions; parables; advice for church order; 

and sayings about the end of time.   Jesus' passion and 

resurrection are the climax of the gospel.

New Gospels

Phil 4:6-7

Have no anxiety at all, but in 

everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, 

make your requests known to 

God. Then the peace of God 

that surpasses all 

understanding will guard 

your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.

The city of Philipi, in northeastern Greece, was where 

Paul established the first Christian community in 

Europe.  This letter was written in the 50's, when Paul 

was in prison.  It is a good explanation of Paul's 

theology and shows Pauls deep love and concern for 

the gospel and his followers. He admits his fears and 

anxieties but emphasizes his deep faith and hope based 

on confidence in Christ. This letter has been called the 

letter of joy.

New 
Pauline    

Letters

James 1:19-

20

Know this, my dear brothers: 

everyone should be quick to 

hear, slow to speak, slow to 

wrath, for the wrath of a man 

does not accomplish the 

righteousness of God.

Scripture scholars are not certain if this letter was 

written by James, a relative of Jesus, and is one of the 

earliest writings in the Bible, or written by a follower of 

James up to 90 years later.  It was written in Greek but 

has a very Jewish feel.   The letter is full of short sayings 

urging people to live ethically, in the tradition of Jewish 

wisdom literature. 

New 
Catholic    

Letters
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