
People wear different clothes to indicate something about what they do as well as 

to make it easier for them to do their jobs. White is also the color used by 

Christians to indicate purity and cleanliness. 

 In Baptism a white garment is put on the child and the priest says, “You 

have become a new creation.  You have put on Christ.”   

 The white garment of Baptism is remembered at many points in the life of 

a Catholic.  Girls often wear white for their First Communion; brides wear 

white for their marriage ceremony.  And at a Catholic funeral, a white 

cloth is placed over the casket as a reminder of the baptismal garment. 

 The white garment is an outward sign of the purity and holiness and 

dignity of the soul of a Christian. At the Baptism the priest says, “See in this 

white garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity, bring that dignity 

unstained to everlasting life in heaven. 

 A stain on a white garment is a metaphor for the effects of sin on the soul.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation can be seen as a way to clean that white 

garment, as a way to cleanse ourselves from sin. 

Prayer: 

Loving God,  

we were clothed in a white robe and put on the life 

    of your Son, Jesus, at our baptism. 

  This white garment tells us that we are reborn in Jesus, 

    are citizens of heaven, and can look forward to everlasting life. 

  Thank you for bringing us into the new life of Jesus and your 

    family of angels and saints. 

  Help us to live, faithful to our gift of baptism, 

     remembering always the bright promise you 

      gave us when we received our white garment. 

Teach us when and how to do the kind and virtuous deeds 
   that help others and add to the radiance of the white robes 

        we will one day wear in your presence.   
  We ask this in the name of Jesus, your Son.  Amen 


