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Dear St. Anthony on the Lake School Community, 

 

The health of our students, staff, families, communities and most vulnerable is of utmost 

importance and we support all efforts to reduce the impact of COVID-19. Earlier today, the 

Wisconsin Department of Health Services reported 11 new cases of COVID-19, bringing the 

state’s total to 19 cases, including one individual who has recovered. 

Gov. Tony Evers today directed Department of Health Services (DHS) Secretary-designee 

Andrea Palm to issue an agency order mandating the statewide closure of all K-12 schools, 

public and private, as part of the state’s efforts to respond to and contain the spread of COVID-

19 in Wisconsin. A copy of DHS Secretary-designee Palm’s order can be found on our 

information page: www.stanthony.cc/coronavirus Our anticipated reopening date is April 6, 

2020; however, the reopening date is subject to change pending further information. 

“Closing our schools is not a decision I made lightly, but keeping our kids, our educators, our 

families, and our communities safe is a top priority as we continue our work to respond to and 

prevent further spread of COVID-19 in Wisconsin,” said Gov. Evers. 

I echo these sentiments and want you to know that moving instruction out of the classroom is 

certainly not something I would ever wish to do.  However, we are complying with directives 

from local authorities and are committed to public health and safety.   

Our school will be closing for a three-week period beginning Monday, March 16, 2020 with 

school tentatively resuming April 6th, 2020. We will be reassessing this timeframe in the coming 

days and update you as new information is available. 

As of today, details of our plan include the following: 

• Teachers will work on Tuesday to prepare packets of homeschool activities that will 

include PDFs - playtime, downtime, family time, as well as online instruction for students 

in grades 3-8. 

• Families will be scheduled a drop-in window of time on Wednesday to pick up books, 

materials, and first-week packets as needed.  I will communicate details of this early next 

week. 

• Thursday’s Parent/Teacher conferences have been cancelled. 

http://www.stanthony.cc/coronavirus


The impact of a single case in any one school in a district is extremely significant. If one student 

or staff member becomes infected, everyone who was in close contact will need to be 

quarantined for 14 days. Close contacts include anyone who spends time, within six feet, of the 

positive case. When considering the proximity of a school environment, the contacts and 

exposures grow exponentially, and quickly. We are supporting closures before community 

transmission is confirmed to greatly reduce further spread of the COVID-19 in the community. 

We recommend that you follow the CDC and Public Health Department guidelines regarding 

social distancing and group size for gathering. 

We also recommend that you lean on each other to create networks of support, recognizing that 

many parents will not have the ability to stay home from work for four weeks or the resources to 

pay for child care. 

I’m sure you have many unanswered questions. I will provide additional details as they unfold in 

the days ahead. 

With prayers for the wisdom and fortitude to navigate this unprecedented challenge. 

Blessings, 

Ellen Knippel 

Principal 


