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2020 Lifelong Faith Formation Committee Annual Report to Pastoral Council 
 

1. Committee Reporting, Faith Formation  

A. Time Period, March 2019 to April 2020 

B. 10 Committee meetings held, monthly August to June, excluding December 

2. Committee Members  
Sarita D’Souza, Chair  Robin Hicks, Vice-Chair Jen Hilander, Secretary 
Bob Bluhm, Liaison to Pastoral Council   Tasha Baures   
Jack Blankenheim  Suzi Ellington   Julie Goyette    
Jennifer Knoke  Mary Maddocks  Stacie Payne    
Mark Reel   Maggie Sonnemann  
Staff Liaisons: Kathie Amidei, Debbie Kusch, Ann Fons, Cindi Petre, Laura Smyczek , Al McCauley 

3. Activities of the Year 

A. Catechetical Programs (Regularly scheduled ongoing programs) 
1. Family Programs – there are 3 programs which met 11 times each from Sept. – March, serving a 

total of 258 families and 975 people. (Last programs postponed due to the pandemic.) 
a. There are 10 special needs participants and 40 volunteer catechists and helpers. 

2. Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 9:00 Mass for children aged 4 – 7, about 45 - 70 take part 
each week. 5 adult leaders, with a dozen middle and high school students as helpers. Expanded 
to two groups on Family Program Sundays. 

B. Sacrament Preparation 
1. Baptism: 37 celebrations, 6 preparation sessions, 102 received the Sacrament, hospitality 

provided at each celebration and anniversary correspondence to encourage continued 
connection. 

2. First Communion: 69 children and parents, 1 preparation meeting, 1 bread baking retreat and 
family lunch, 2 celebrations and rehearsals, make up sessions as needed, for May 2019 First 
Communions 

3. 2020 First Communions – one preparation and makeup session held, bread-baking retreat and 
family lunch postponed for 68 children and parents 

4. First Reconciliation: 66 children and parents, 2 preparation sessions, 2 celebrations with 
reception and makeup sessions, as needed   

5. High School Confirmation: 204 teens, twice monthly sessions for teens, 3 sessions with parents, 
retreats (grade 9 - one day, grade 10 - 2 days/1 night, grade 11 - 3 days/2 nights), rehearsal, 
Mass, and reception for juniors and families 

C. Early Childhood/Child Ministry 
1. Childcare during most weekend Masses for up to 35 children, and for parent meetings and many 

Adult Formation gatherings. (Staff not available for all Masses; no childcare provided if no staff.) 
2. Guardians & Angels and Open Gym daytime program for 0- to 5-year olds, twice per month 
3. Monthly and seasonal gatherings for families with children age 5 and younger, planned with the 

help of a committee, serving over 240 people 
4. Bible Camp for 105 children with 40 adults and 40 teen helpers 
5. Safe Environment: Learning About L.I.F.E. Program offered for grades 1 – 8 during Family 

Program 

D. Youth Ministry 
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1. Prayer and Retreat experiences: 4 annual retreats; monthly Eucharist Adoration 
2. Mission Trips: 1 High School in-state trips and 2 High School out-of-state trips for 63 youth & 19 

adults, hosted half-week Middle School Summer Outreach Camp for 60  
3. Service, Athletic and Social Activities for high school and middle school 
4. Safe Environment: Learning About L.I.F.E. Program offered for grades 1 – 8, and Substance Abuse 

education offered for grades 9 – 12, during Family Program 
5. Online virtual gatherings for fun and Bible Study offered for Grades 6 – 8 during Safer at Home 
6. Virtual Confirmation interviews with Cindi Petre offered during Safer at Home  

E. Adult Formation 
1. Young Adult Ministry: Care packages for college students, Open Gym for young adults and 

opportunities offered in connection with Early Childhood Ministry. Young adults also take part in 
items listed below. 

2. Emeritus Group – new offering for adults who do not have children in Family Program, offered 
during the Sunday morning Family Program   

3. Faith Sharing Groups offered throughout the year on a weekly or bi-monthly basis: Alpha, 
Scripture Studies, Women’s Groups, Men’s Spirituality Groups– these involve about 200 people 

4. Enrichment Opportunities offered throughout the year on a seasonal basis: Marriage 
Enrichment, Evenings with the Saints for Advent & Lent, Advent Retreat for women, field trip to 
Our Lady of Good Help Shrine and Curran Spirituality Center  

5. 7-Week study on Church History 
6. Online video offerings – 60-Second Saints, Fish on Fridays, and Suffering in Solidarity one-hour 

Retreat offered during Coronavirus stay at home time 

F. FaithWorks Committee (Service Learning for Families): 9 members 
1. New Project this year: Atlas of Art at Hope Street Ministry (Milwaukee) 
2. Made and served 2 meals at Hope Center (Waukesha) and The Gathering (Milwaukee), both for 

the hungry, and 2 meals at Healing Hearts (Waukesha), for grieving children & families; made 
150 bag lunches for The Gathering 

3. Seasonal Projects: placemats and holiday decorations for guests at The Gathering; packed 167 
food boxes & distributed at House of Peace, made and delivered 200 valentines to local 
retirement communities, gifts and crafts for ERAs Senior Network, sorted donated clothing at 
Hope Center Clothing Shop 

4. Several planned activities had to be cancelled due to Covid-19 outbreak 

4. Accomplishments 

A. Maintained program excellence, weaving a ‘culture of calling’ throughout all programs 

1. Celebrated 25 years of Family Program; our theme was “God’s Calling – Not Just Once in a 
Lifetime” 

2. Awareness of ‘culture of calling’ permeated all programming 

B. Implemented a greater fullness of the “lifelong model”  
1. Brought Al McCauley on as full-time Director of Adult Faith Formation 
2. Created the Emeritus program for all adults, particularly those transitioning out of Family 

Program  
3. 7-week study series on Church History 
4. Intergenerational field trip to National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help & the Curran Spirituality 

Center, both near Green Bay 
5. Increasing numbers of men, particularly those under 40, are taking part in formation 

opportunities 
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6. Utilized middle and high school youth as catechists and helpers as a way of mentoring and 
engaging them 

C. Communication & Technology used in various ways to enhance Formation 
1. Continual evaluation of Website, Newsletter and Remind messages 
2. Made use of Formed online resources, both in programming and in curating a monthly 

newsletter article  
3. Alpha videos used for adults and youth 
4. Adapted to the Safer at Home order, meeting with parishioners via Zoom meetings, creating and 

curating content for our website, special emphasis on Holy Week and Easter Season 
5. Tech help this year was much appreciated! 

D. Expanded Children’s Liturgy of the Word to two spaces/age levels, while welcoming more pre-teen and 
teen helpers as a way to mentor/encourage their growth and leadership 

E. Explored and reflected on various models of ministry with LFF Committee and staff, adopting a 
learner’s stance 

F. Offered substance use programming for high school youth and the LIFE program for grades 1 through 8 
during Family Program 

G. Continue to serve as a resource on lifelong faith formation for other parishes; other parishes come to 
observe, and receive help from Kathie and the book we have published 

5. Problems/Challenges 

A. Families remain extremely busy, and communication techniques continue to evolve, creating 
challenges to stay current with the most effective and efficient means of communicating, while also 
being available to families in a pastoral sense 

B. Discerning effective methods to encourage involvement and authentic appreciation for Mass   

C. Requests for other types of small groups to meet the needs of people, such as bereavement ministry, 
healing ministry. (This creates a need to collaborate with Human Concerns around parishioner needs.) 

D. Empowering parishioners to take leadership around the issues that they are most passionate about 

6. Goals and Future Plans  

A. Continue to maintain excellence in programs that provide faith formation for all ages 

B. Continue to evaluate current models of ministry and research new models of ministry, embracing a 
learner’s stance 

C. Consider how to empower people in the pews  

D. Evangelization: utilize our current ministries (e.g. Mom’s Night Out, etc.) as points of 
invitation/outreach   

E. Explore the population of our parish with children of school age who do not currently participate in any 
of our programs (via school or parish) 

1. Determine how we can effectively reach out to them  

2. Call upon the Holy Spirit to inspire us to invite and connect   

3. Develop strategies to help the unengaged feel comfortable and welcome 
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Who We Serve & How We Serve Them 
Lifelong Faith Formation Committee 2020 Report 

 
Number of Participants 

       
    
        FF Classes by Grade Level           Sacrament Preparation         Types of Programs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
*These charts reflect the numbers of people served, but because many people are served multiple times, it is difficult to determine the exact 
number.  We estimate that it is between 1500 and 2500.   
 

Baptism 102 

1st Eucharist 69 

1st Reconciliation 66 
High School Confirmation (9-11) 204 

Parents of Children & Youth  ~620 
  

*Total ~ 1020 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 70 

Sunday Morning Family Program 583 

Monday Evening Family Program 265  
LaPetite Family Program 127 

Adult Formation  ~900 
Small Faith Groups ~200 

Catechists 90 

Service Learning (additional) ~200 
Childcare at Mass 50 

  

*Total ~ 2500 

Childcare 18 

PreK – K 56 

Grade 1-5 187 

Grade 6-8 106 
HS 204 

Adults 496 

  
Total 1067 


