
St. Anthony on the Lake  

 Pastoral Council Meeting  

 

Meeting Date: September 26, 2018 

Meeting Time: 6:00 PM  

Meeting Location: SAL Board Room   

 

This meeting began with the following PC members present: Father Tony, Tony Wendorf, Mendy 
Lanham, Brian Milam, Cheryl Oliva, Jeff Ellington, Terri Mahoney-Ogden, Mike Smith, Justin Stabler, Bob 
Loth, Dick Strassburger 

Not Present: Tom Brandt, Dave Grunwaldt  

 

Opening Prayer was offered by Father Tony.  

 

Pastors Report—Father Tony 

Collaboration: 

• The next round of Alpha begins tomorrow… registration is small compared to previous rounds 
• We continue to meet and plan for ways to promote Alpha. We had an information 

booth/table at the Pewaukee Food Truck Rally at the end of August 
• We continue to collaborate with the RCIA process. Again, it is a very small group compared to 

years past. We only have 2 people here at SAL and none at QOA 
• As many of you know, charges have been filed against Fr. Chuck Hanel, in the on-going 

investigation of his alleged sexual abuse of a minor. His next court appearance is scheduled 
for the middle of October 

• In the interim, Fr. Peter Drenzek is no longer their Temporary Administrator. Fr. Dennis Saran, 
the current Pastor of St. Dominic in Brookfield, has been assigned as their new Temporary 
Administrator 

 

Archdiocesan News: 

• The Amazing Parish Conference begins October 17th and ends October 19th right here in 
Milwaukee. People from all over the country and beyond will be attending this 3-day 
gathering of parish teams. The focus is on helping parishes and their teams to become 



“amazing.” This will be the largest conference that they have held since its conception. I will 
be attending, along will our entire Cabinet Team 

• I received a phone call from Archbishop Listecki, asking if I, along with our parish would be 
willing to host a Catholic Charities Fund-raising Event during the Lenten Season of 2020. It is a 
luncheon for 80-100 people, that is meant to raise people’s awareness of the work and 
ministries of Catholic Charities. I will be attending one such event in January at the Seminary 
to see how they are run and to get more information. I will be bringing this to our next 
Cabinet meeting for their approval. I will also be attending the Annual Catholic Charities Event 
at the Wisconsin Club on October 1st. Our own Kay Redmond, is one of the lead organizers of 
this annual event 

• The Archdiocese will be kicking off our 175th Jubilee at a special Mass in November at the 
Cathedral 

• We are also being asked to host the upcoming Waukesha West deanery Lenten Reconciliation 
Service, here at St. Anthony’s. It would run from 8:00 to 8:00 pm on Wednesday, April 10th. I 
have asked for more information about what this would entail. Once I have that information, I 
will be bringing this to our Cabinet meeting for their input 

Staff: 

• I am wrapping up all my performance reviews with the heads of all our departments and 
Cabinet 

• I know that our Cabinet members are doing the same currently 
• I have made use of the new performance evaluation forms, as recommended by our 

Personnel Committee. They are good, but a bit repetitive 
• Our Faculty Staff Christmas party has been set for an earlier date, to accommodate our staff’s 

varied schedules. It is set for December 12th at 3:00 

Miscellaneous: 

• We welcomed back Padre Joe, Gissela, and Veronica for our annual Mission Appeal, the week 
of September 8-16. We broke bread, shared meals, they went to a Packers and Brewers game, 
attended a Retreat at the Schoenstatt Center, and went on a Harley road trip! Collections for 
our Peru Mission exceeded $16,000.00! Many thanks to all who gave generously and to Mo 
Michaels for doing another outstanding job organizing all of this! 18 of us will be leaving for a 
1-week Mission Trip back down to Peru, leaving Monday, October 8th and returning the 
following Monday, October 15th. This will be my 5th trip down. I am brushing up on my limited 
Spanish! 

• The C3 Team continues to meet… we were updated about the last conference in Baltimore 
and discussed our next steps. These include aligning ourselves with a common understanding 
of what it means to create a “culture of calling,” as well as communicating and engaging our 
parish leadership in this initiative 

• Both our day school and family programs are up and running! I have been teaching in the 
school focusing on what it means to “live our covenant.” I also was the main speaker for the 
first family program and spoke on the same topic of “living our covenant.” 

• I facilitated our annual 8th Grade Day of reflection on September 21st. It went very well! Our 
kids are so well behaved… at least they are around me! They got a lot out of the retreat 



• The Capital Campaign Team has been meeting more regularly to begin the process of planning 
for the Debt Elimination Campaign extension. An update of where the debt stands will be 
provided in our Annual Parish Report in November. (We currently stand at a debt of 
$1,037,000.00.) A more complete update and campaign kick-off will take place on the 
weekend of January 12-13. And a final pledge/commitment weekend will take place on March 
2-3. Our next meeting is October 1st  

• The Stewardship Committee is reviewing our New Parishioner Welcoming process. We are 
looking for ways to update our materials, align our message, and grow our engagement. We 
had an expanded meeting with all those involved with welcoming new parishioners today, 
September 26th to discuss these ideas further. It went very well! Thanks Ben! 

• Catechetical Sunday went well. We blessed our catechists, our families, and highlighted our 
ministries/programs with a great video by Ben Brzeski and Kathie Amidei 

• The Gold in September School Mass, raising awareness and $ for childhood cancer was a 
wonderful success. We blessed prayer blankets, prayed over Eli Hansen, heard from G-9 
representatives, and raised over $600.00! Many thanks to all who organized this effort, 
especially Annie Stabler 

• My trip/cruise to Scandinavia and Russia is filling up quickly! If you are interested, please 
register soon. Information brochures and registration forms are available in the parish office 

• It’s wedding season! Many weddings almost every weekend. They have all been memorable! 
• Don’t forget to register for the Ministry Leadership Morning, set for Saturday, September 29th 
• Our Freshmen will be on retreat this coming weekend. Please pray for them! 
• Our annual Pet Blessing will take place on October 3rd at 2:00 in the lower-level parking lot. 

Bring your furried and feathered friends! 
• Respect Life Sunday weekend is October 6-7. Once again, we will be doing our baby bottle 

collection 
• Fr. Tom Sweetser will be facilitating a joint Pastoral and Finance Council evening of reflection 

on Monday, October 22nd. It will be a replica of what he did for our Pastoral Staff in August, 
focusing on “Living our Covenant” 

 

Mendy asked about how we communicate to our parishioners where and how the Peru Mission 
Donations are used and accounted for.  

 

Trustees Report—Cheryl Oliva (absent: Tom Brandt)  

Trustees met during the week of September 17th.  

• Cheryl noted that the white envelopes during mass were up but the blue envelopes were down.  
• Buildings and Grounds were authorized to spend $200K, they did not spend it all  
• Overall, the expenses exceeded the budgeted amount by $15K.  
• The diocesan assessment went up nearly $19K last year  

o The cap was removed for large donations  



o Our 3K and 4K students couldn’t be counted as part of the enrollment and it added 
approx.. $5100 that wasn’t accounted for in the budget.  

• Expenses exceeded revenue and the deficit continues to increase.  
• Last month we had a strong month of white envelopes that put us about $8K over budget.  

Chairman’s Report—Tony Wendorf 

 During Tony’s report, he made note that there was overall great response from the hospitality 
event that followed the Common Leadership meeting.  (Life Long Faith Formation volunteered to host 
following the next meeting.)  

• Bob Bluhm has for help the morning of Oct. 13th cutting down trees on our property.  
• Warren Kosier gave Tony a list of dates for being greeters at Mass. Tony asked that liaisons to 

take this request back to their committees. Generally needed most for holy days and months 
with 5 weekends 

o Mendy has since created and sent a Sign Up Genius  

 

Reviewing the Goals—Tony Wendorf (collaboration by all)  

We had a discussion to add measurability on each goal for accountability.  

Goal 1—completed by April 2019; responsibilities will lie with the search committee.  

Goal 2—we decided that we cannot start this goal until the case vs. Fr. Chuck Hanel is settled; outcome 
most likely will be a joint council and staff meeting, the timeline would be no later than then end of this 
fiscal year.  

 What are our needs, what do we want, what can we afford, what are we willing to accept?  

Goal 3—wording should be changed per Fr. Tony’s request. See the changes below in RED:  

 Align and consolidate fundraising efforts to achieve efficient and maximum financial return 
while building parish community and engagement to support all parish programs. 

Goal 4—good as written  

Goal 5—see the change from “should” to “will” in the last sentence of the hard copy.  

 

Search Committee for Liturgical Director—Fr. Tony 

 Fr. Tony has already begun asking people to joint the search committee. He has asked Colleen Terry to 
handle the logistics of the hiring process.  

Bonita Zigler from the choir has been asked  

Kathie Amidei from the Cabinet has been asked 



There will be a national search and the job will be posted immediately following the Christmas/New 
Year season.  

The goal is to have the interviews and position filled by late March to early April.  

 

 

Hot Summer Slice Update—Fr. Tony 

Fr. Tony mentioned that there was fatigue among volunteers and staff members. What can be done. Fr. 
Tony is meeting with Ellen, Kathie and Art to discuss who should be invited for another meeting to 
discuss what has been working, what works well, also what are the struggles and what would a 
combined event look like, how would the fundraising be impacted by combining and what is the 
potential for earning look like?  

What would the event look like? What season? How would it be decided how the money is decided?  

During our discussion, we all believe there is a great earning potential and that we can do 1 great event 
instead of 3 mediocre events, we hope this will take the “silos” away between the departments.  

 

Debt Elimination Update—Fr. Tony 

As of now the debt is approx.. $1,037,000. Theme—tie it and relate it to our covenant theme, “Living 
our Covenant: Blessings received, Blessings shared.”  

Timeline:  

November—we will issue annual parish report and distribute it with our parish directory.  

Weekend of January 12-13—all Masses will be an update on campaign and where we stand.  

March 2-3rd—pledge commitment 

Looking to extend the campaign from May 2019 to May 2020, the goal is to eliminate the debt by May 
2020.  

 

Liaison check in following the 1st Common Leadership Meeting—Various 

Human Concerns—there was a disconnect in the goal setting, they didn’t get to any discussion.  

Prayer and Worship—went very well 

School—started out well, once the committee started looking at the goals it went into tactical items, but 
they need to be refocused on the task. By the end they realized that they do need to set their goals 
before they can drill down into the tactical items.  

Stewardship—went very well, they are all set.  



Lifelong Faith Formation—they understand what their goals are, and they have a good understanding, 
but we need to make sure they have the tools available.  

 

 

 

Common Grounds Update—Fr. Tony 

Recap: 2 African American clergy felt that they were racially profiled. There was press conference called 
and a letter of support was drafted for the 2 pastors. Currently, Common Ground is in a wait and see 
situation.  

Cheryl Oliva expressed concerns about the letter of support being the correct action.  

 

Closing Prayer—Fr. Tony ended the meeting with a closing prayer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


