
 

 

 
  

“Forming the Catechetical Spirit” 

Intermediate Religious Education Certification Program 
 

 
Who may participate in this program? 
This program is designed for all interested Adults who have already received Basic Certification in 
Religious Education.  Those who teach in parish catechetical programs for ADULTS, YOUTH, and/or 
CHILDREN are encouraged to go beyond Basic Certification. 

 
How do I receive Intermediate Certification? 
Parish Catechists in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee earn certification by attending pre-approved clock 
hours in Scripture (15 hours), Theology (15 hours), and Methods / Psychology (20 hours) OR by 
completing a competency-based program. Any level of certification must be completed in 5 years. 
 

How is this program different from the Basic Certification Program? 
The Intermediate Certification program consists of 9 gathered sessions as well as homework.  
Homework will consist of preparatory reading assignment for class discussion, integration of monthly 
material into age appropriate classroom use and a brief reflection assessing this integration after 
implementation. 

 
Do I need to attend the whole program? 
To receive Intermediate Certification, you must complete the entire program. If you have completed 
some clock hours in the past five years, then fewer classes are required. Please include a record of your 
clock hours with your registration. The program director has a listing of what category of clock hours 
are covered at each session. Consult that list to complete your remaining hours. 

 
What if I miss a class? 
To make up a missed class, a maximum of 2 independent study classes are available. The program is 
usually offered each year, so making up classes in subsequent years is an option. Classes can also be 
made up by attending other programs such as the Saturday Institute for Lay Ministries at Cardinal Stritch 
University. The advantages to attending the entire FtCS program in one year are 1) the topics are 
systematic, 2) an adult learning format is used, and 3) a local community of catechists / adults can form. 

 
Is there a fee? 
In gratitude for your service as a catechist, there is NO fee.  

 
Does my Certification need to be renewed? 
Certification at any level is valid for three years. It can be renewed at the same level if 15 clock hours of 
“maintenance” have been completed in a three year period.   
 

 


