
It has been both a pleasure and a privilege to be a member of St. Anthony on the Lake for the past 37 
years, first as a parishioner and volunteer, for 10 years as a teacher in the our school and for the past 16 
years as your director of Music and Liturgy for the parish. The kids that I taught in the school? I’m now 
“doing” their weddings and the baptisms of their kids… 

My “memory bank” has been richly deposited with days of countless piano lessons with our kids, great 
spring concerts when I introduced the school students to the likes of George Gershwin and Rogers and 
Hammerstein, many summers of Bible Camp packed with, what else? Camp songs!  

Our own kids attended St. Anthony school, when Sr. Clarone Brill was the principal, Carolyn Caruso 
followed her, hired me and sent me back to school at Mount Mary to become a “real teacher,” and Barb 
Heinle who always supported whatever crazy idea I came up with for the next school year. 

We were members of the Family Program and had our lives changed as we accompanied our children 
on their faith journey, volunteered for their programs and simultaneously survived and chaperoned 
their mission trips. 

I have been blessed to serve under the leadership of Fr. Linus Schmelzer, whose funeral I was honored 
to accompany here at St. Anthony,  Fr. Tom Venne, Fr. Joe Hornacek, and of course, Fr. Tony Zimmer. I 
consider all of these men to be far more than “my bosses.” They became an important part of my life 
and one of the reasons I chose to remain with the Church when there were days that jumping ship was 
a real temptation. 

I’ve lost count of how many meetings I have attended, and I will confess that while I will not miss the 
hours of agendas, debates and calendar issues, I will certainly miss the folks that became part of my 
everyday routine for the past 26 years. The staff and Parish Leadership Team did far more than “work 
together,” here at St. Anthony, we became family. We shared in each other’s joys, sorrows, celebrations 
and crises, frustrations and fun. We must remain friends. We know too much about each other to do 
otherwise. 

Managing the liturgical life and musical ministry of a parish this size is a huge job, and I certainly did 
not do it alone. Your Prayer and Worship committee are a devoted group who have assisted me and 
overseen the ministries that enrich your prayer life and the prayer life of this community. I am grateful 
to the leaders and members who call themselves Ushers, Cross Bearers, Servers, Lectors, Extraordinary 
Ministers of the Eucharist, the Art and Environment team, Altar Angels, and the Eucharistic Adoration 
devotees. Hundreds of people who just “make it all happen” every week. 

I have been blessed with many loyal instrumentalists over the years, and I give thanks to Jim Dundon, 
Amy Wieber, Joe Nutt, Ned Nagy, Matt and Simon Field, Mike Kraemer, Sheri Schmit, Heath 
Brozovich, Matt Karolek, and many others who have “kept me company” and enriched our music prayer 
with their support. 

To Lea Boyd and our hand bell ensemble, affectionately known as my Ding-a-Lings, thank you for 
making the seasons of Christmas and Easter truly joyful celebrations. 

For Susanne Kozlowski who accompanies the Sunday afternoon baptisms because she loves babies, 
music and helping me take a break after 4 Masses and a wedding most weekends. 

For my cantors, who bring God’s word to us in song, thank you for all the additional hours that you 
commit to every week to truly “Cry Out With Joy” in psalm and acclamation! 



There are not enough words to adequately describe how much I love ALL my music ministers. I am so 
grateful to Julie Farrell for not only directing our Children’s Choir, the Music Ministers of our future, 
preparing and accompanying our school Masses, and our “Five O’Clock Club, but for always being there 
to assist in funeral ministry, concerts, weddings, and most of the weekends this summer…! 

And to my Adult Choir, who have made my “memory bank” overflow with fond remembrances of 
Concerts of Lessons and Carols, hours of rehearsals to make our Holy Weeks…Holy! Hundreds of 
Thursday nights booked with practice, practice, practice and success, “Afterglows,” Christmas Cookie 
Sales and raffles, “Bread and Wine” sales, Donut Sundays, Oktoberfests, trips to Padua, Venice, 
Florence, Assisi, Rome, Prague, Vienna, Munich, and now, Ireland…these are the memories of a lifetime 
together.  

For Linda Timbers who has brilliantly organized the music library forever; for the Travel Team whose 
behind-the scenes organizational wizardry and shenanigans continue to astound me, and for Ann 
Ruane, who essentially serves as the other half of my brain- a dark and scary place made safer and 
happier with her presence…my love and appreciation. 

For my family: Vince, VJ, Leah, Vincent, Ollie, Isla, Greg, Jenna, Natalie, Lilly, Charlie, Laura, Grant and 
Juno, whose endless patience, sacrifices and understanding have accompanied me every step of the way 
on this wonderful, exhausting journey…my gratitude, my endless love and a warning…I’m going to be 
around a lot more now. So be prepared. 

And finally, to all of you. A request.  

Some of you may have been members of this community forever, and some may have just joined. 

Whatever your tenure, I suspect you joined for a variety of reasons, but probably because you felt 
something was different here in the faith community of St. Anthony on the Lake. 

Be part of that difference for others. Don’t just spectate…partake and participate. 

Continue to Live the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s worked for over 2000 years. 

Seek the lost. Maybe it was you at one time. Maybe someone is waiting for you to find them. 

Commit to worship and lifelong faith formation. Our Creator is never done forming us. 

Serve others in need. They’re all around us. They are us. The world needs us.  

And finally, thank you for the opportunity to serve you. 

It has been a privilege and a pleasure. 

 


