
A Blessed Christmas 2020 and Gratitude 

The parish team of Santisimo Sacramento and I recently reflected on how our 25 years of integral human 

development according to the Catholic tradition has been multi-dimensional, inspired and faithful.  With your 

help, we have been collaborators with thousands of impoverished families helping them receive the grace and 

guidance, the infrastructure and nutrition, the healthcare, education and employment that we all need to 

journey forward in our God given vocation as human persons.  Our relationship with local authorities and service 

groups has been effective and our work has been recognized for providing solutions not found elsewhere.  

Our pre-virus 600 U.S. visitors per year and countless non-visiting U.S. parishioners have compassionately united 

through Santisimo Sacramento Parish with Peruvian families and local leaders so that the intergenerational cycle 

of poverty be broken again and again, family by family.  Ours has been integral, personal and societal 

development based on a phenomenological reading of the plight of the poor grounded in a relational and 

transcendent understanding of the human person informed by Catholic thought and nudged by Mother Teresa. 

Nutrition was the first priority revealed to us 25 years ago and the Family to Family food program was created.  

Twenty-five hundred families have benefited from this effort that unites a North American family with a needy 

Peruvian family.  This program is viscerally consistent with Jesus’ parable about salvation “I was hungry, and you 



gave me to eat” (Mt, 25, 36).  The personal nature of the program has led to life-giving relationships and 

transformative outcomes in housing, employment, education, faith and health.  Key to this successful 

development has been the nexus between families facilitated by Santisimo Sacramento staff and parishioners.  

Additionally, a dozen breakfast kitchens were created in neighborhoods when it became known that children 

were inattentive at school due to hunger pangs.  Complimenting these efforts is the bread and banana program 

where every day up to 50 

people suffering hunger 

have access to 

nourishment. 

Housing became an early 

concern for the many who 

lived in dirt floor, grass 

walled, poorly roofed 

homes.  Construction 

crews were created and 

2500 homes have been 

built over the past quarter 

century, some of them 

with brick and mortar.  Beds, blankets, bathrooms, stoves and water tanks have also been a part of this effort. 

Employment, the perennial desire of men, women and youth, has been a great concern and cause for creativity 

at Santisimo Sacramento Parish.  Myriad are the initiatives having assessed aptitude, market, and vocation in 

creating local food stores, hair salons, bakeries, providing taxis, tools, food carts, contracted work, security 

positions, micro-loans, a cooperative for farmers implemented with tractors and silos, and technology for 

employment.  Long-term solutions to employment and vocation led us to develop educational opportunities. 

Education in Peru has generally been poor unless one possessed financial resources.  After years of enhancing 

public schools with additional classrooms and implementation, Santisimo Sacramento and supportive U.S.  

parishioners in coordination 

with the Peruvian Ministry of 

Education created in a poor 

neighborhood a school for 

nearly nine-hundred 3 – 18-

year-old students (pre, 

primary, secondary).  The cost 

of tuition is accessible to the 

poor and scholarships are also 

provided.  The quality of 

education is equal to the best 

and most costly schools in Piura 

at a fraction of the cost.  A career school was created providing professional degrees in nursing, computation, 

auto-mechanic, masonry, baking, cosmetology, and tailoring.  Micro-loans have enabled some students to 

launch their own businesses upon graduation.  The annual effort to provide basic school supplies to over a 

thousand needy students continues.  A growing endowment promises hope for future development. 



Santisimo Sacramento Parish has long been an ally to three residential institutions run by religious sisters who 

provide education and character formation to 200 girls and adolescents in need of safe refuge. 

Health issues that debilitate the already struggling poor moved us 

to form a nursing team well connected to all the health services of 

Piura.  Thousands of people in need of counsel or direct aid 

regarding their health come to Santisimo Sacramento Parish every 

year.  The nursing team coordinates efforts with U.S. parishes to 

bring over a dozen medical teams to Piura every year including eye 

surgeries, dental care and physical therapy.  A clinic for operations 

and topical care with a pro-life office was created and is used by 

local physicians and visiting specialists.  A therapy campus was 

created providing physical, psychological and rehabilitative 

addiction therapies, including a residential program.  A hospice 

was created for the terminally ill, a night shelter for the homeless 

and immigrants, and a refuge for women and children who suffer 

domestic violence.  Most of these services were created because 

they did not exist in Piura and were needed.  Free legal counsel is 

also provided for domestic issues.  Spiritual health provided by the 

pastor and many seasoned parish groups is sought by thousands. 

Water and Sanitation have been issues that Santisimo Sacramento Parish has addressed with villages and 

neighborhoods in coordination with municipal services, local groups and international aid.  Submersible water 

well pumps and potable water purifiers have been provided.  Coordinated efforts to educate about water use 

and proper disposal of garbage have had success.   Santisimo Sacramento Parish is sought out by typical citizens 

and local leaders to complement their efforts in guiding and developing communities.  The nursing team 

regularly instructs communities about proper hygiene.  

Integral Human Development   The efforts mentioned above have often involved governors and mayors, 

universities and engineers, hospitals and lawyers, musicians and artists with whom Santisimo Sacramento has 

always enjoyed strong 

relationships.  Our people, 

though often materially 

poor, are well advanced in 

matters of truth and 

justice, faith and joy.  

Together with the pastor, 

local communities have 

created 30 chapels in the 

45 neighborhoods and 

villages of Santisimo 

Sacramento Parish.  These 

chapels are iconic symbols 

of a people brought 

together (ecclesia) in their 

divinely ordained human journey.  Compassionate communities are created in these neighborhoods through 

the shared experience of a merciful, loving God.  The people understand that they were created to know, love 



and serve God and their neighbor.  Unfettered by moral relativism and passing social constructs, the people 

here possess the self-evident truth revealed by Jesus Christ in Catholic doctrine that marriage is between a man 

and a woman and that human life is sacred from the moment of conception until natural death.  The evils of 

assisted suicide, abortion and capital punishment are illegal in Peru.  Though injustice occurs, it is understood 

that repentance and forgiveness are possible.  Being a mostly Catholic people, gift and gratitude (eucaristia) are 

forthcoming as are sacrifice and hope.  This has resulted in graceful development whose fulfillment is measured 

by faith in the words of Jesus Christ.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Our 

pervasive grass-roots network of catechists, sacramental programs, prayer groups, local leaders, health and 

social services, worship and love for one another have long formed the character of the divine mandate to 

“cultivate the earth” (Gen 2:15) and to “give glory to God”.  (Act 12:23)  

The parish team and myself appreciate the efforts that all of you have made to bring Jesus, Emmanuel – God 

with us – to the people, especially the poor of Piura.  The Lord loves us all so very much and though only one of 

the cleansed lepers returned to thank him, I have seen here 10,000 grateful recipients of His and your kindness 

give thanks again and again.  How Jesus must welcome this appropriate response from the people He loves.  (He 

is, after all, Human – yes, Divine too).  And we do truly thank you for your generous response to the Gospel.  

Merry Christmas!   Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace to all of good will.   Luke 2: 14 
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