
 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

Vigil Mass  Tuesday, December 7  at 4:30pm 
Wednesday, December 8  Masses: 8:30am, Noon & 6pm 

Holy Day of  Obligation 
 
 

Christmas 
Friday, December 24  Masses at 3pm, 5pm, & 10pm 

Saturday, December 25  Mass at 9:30am 
NO 4:30PM VIGIL MASS 

 
   

Feast of the Holy Family  
Sunday, December 26  Masses: 8am, 9:30am & 11am  

   

Solemnity of  Mary, Holy Mother of God 
Vigil Mass  Friday, December 31 at 4:30pm      

Saturday, January 1  Mass at 9:30am  
        

NO 4:30PM VIGIL MASS 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Sunday,  January 2 Masses: 8am, 9:30am & 11am  

 

 

 

PTO Tree Sales 
Starts November 27  See back page  

 
 

 

Weekly Penance Schedule 
Fridays after Noon Mass (unless funeral scheduled)  

Saturdays after 8:30am Mass  
 

Additional Reconciliation  
Wednesday, December 1  7pm  to completion 

 
 

 

Exposition and Benediction 
with Deacon Dick Strominger In Church 

Wednesday, December 1  6pm 
 
 

Regional Penance Service 
Thursday, December 2  Ascension 7pm  
Monday, December 6  St. Albert  7pm  

Tuesday, December 14  St. Charles  7pm  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

3-Part Advent Study 
Advent, Season of Divine Encounter  

December 15, 17 & 21  See back page  

 

December 2021   Advent                                                 Beacons of Light 

THE GREAT GAZETTE 



 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  

“Then they will see the Son of Man  
coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”   

Luke 21:27 

Gospel  Advent Candle  

 We bless one candle each week in Advent.  
Let us ask God to bless our family  
on this First Sunday of Advent: 

God of new beginnings,  today we begin a new  
year in our church with the image of a wreath.  

We ask you to bless our family. 
Help us to see our family life as a wreath,  
without a beginning and without an end. 

As we light this one candle, we recall how you have 
changed our family since we last gathered around the  

Advent wreath.  Help us to be for others what this  
family has been to us— a helper in times of need and a 

source of abundant blessings to share with others. 

We ask this through Christ, who is the Alpha and Omega. 

Amen. 

 

 

Photos that bring  

In today's Gospel, for some this reading might strike fear 
into their hearts: "...perplexed by the roaring of the sea 

and the waves. People will die of fright."  
 

Even today, we hear about doomsday sayers professing 
the end of the world on a particular date.  

To be sure, the end of the world will come!  
However, we truly do not know the time.  

Only God knows when God will  
call everything to return to him. 

In the final lines of today's Gospel we are told to  
 

"be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the 
strength to escape the tribulations  

that are imminent." 

 

The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope 
with the "Prophet’s Candle"  

reminding us that Jesus is coming. 

 



 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

“A voice of one crying out in the desert:  

Prepare the way of the Lord,  

make straight His Paths.”  Luke 3:4 

 

Gospel  Advent Candle  

 

 

Photos that bring  

 

 

 Today we hear the words of John the Baptist  
calling people of his time to  repentance.  

 
Christian baptism is a sacrament to wash away original sin 

so as to enter sinless into the Christian community.  
It is the one sacrament that is celebrated by all  
Christians, even those Christians who are not  

in communion with Rome. 

Johns enjoins us to "prepare the way of the Lord."  
His call is to be taken in the widest sense. are ready to meet 
the Lord, and this means that we need to make a difference 
in the world to make it better, to make it more peaceful, and 
to make it more just. We are called to protect each other's 

dignity and share of our abundance with others so that each 
may live a life that is centered on helping others. 

Prepare the way! 

We bless another candle this second week in Advent.  
Let us ask God to bless our family on this  

Second Sunday in Advent: 

God of new messengers, this Sunday you tell us in your 
Gospel “I am sending my messenger ahead of you.”  

Help us to be your messengers of peace and  
reconciliation as we journey through this  week. 

When we light this second candle on our wreath, let us 
bring your light to our friends and neighbors this week. 

We ask this through Christ, who is the  
Light of the world. 

Amen. 

Gavin Vitale & Jazmin Perez 
Married October 23, 2021 

 The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Love 
with the "Bethlehem Candle" reminding us of 

Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 

 



 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  

“He will baptize you with 
 the Holy Spirit and fire.”  

Luke 3:16 

Advent Candle  Gospel   

 

 

Photos that bring  

 We bless another candle this third week in Advent.  
Let us ask God to bless our family on this  

Third Sunday in Advent: 

God of rejoicing,  this week we hear  
in our second reading that we are called to  

“rejoice always.” 

Help our family to be joyful  
in the midst of whatever happens this week. 

 

When we light the third candle on our wreath, 
let us bring your joy to our friends and neighbors this 

week.  We ask this through Christ, 

who is the ultimate joyful gift to the world. 

Amen. 

And on this Third Sunday of Advent,  
Gaudete Sunday, we are encouraged to rejoice.  

 
Gaudete Sunday derives its name from the opening 

prayer of the Mass for this day,  
where we pray,  

"Gaudete in Domino semper" 
 ("Rejoice in the Lord always").  

 
So in the midst of Advent fasting and devotions,  

we rejoice because the time we have been preparing for 
is almost at hand. We pause in this season of  

anticipation to remember that, in truth,  
our hopes have already been fulfilled.  

 
He is among us, saving us even now! 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy 
with the "Shepherd’s Candle" reminding 

 us of the Joy the world experienced  
at the coming birth of Jesus. 



 

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  

“Blessed are you among women, and  
blessed is the fruit of your womb.”  

Luke 1:42 

Advent Candle  Gospel   

 

 

Photos that bring  

Let us ask God to bless our family  
on this final Sunday in Advent: 

God of surprises, today we hear about the surprise that 
Mary experienced. She is pregnant with your Son! 

Help our family to be obedient to your surprises, 
however they may spring up in our lives. 

All of your gifts work for the benefit of your people. 

When we light this final candle on our wreath, 
let us bring your surprise gift of love 

to our neighbors and friends. 

We ask this through Christ,  
who is the ultimate surprise gift to the world. 

Amen. 

Today we have two mothers meeting; they are related, 
and one carries in her womb John the Baptist and the 

other woman, Mary, carries in her womb Jesus. 

The Gospel account says that John, who would cry out 
in the desert the message that everyone needs to 

"prepare the way of the Lord," leapt with joy in the 
womb of his mother upon hearing Mary's greeting. 

John's message in the desert is the message  
that we all need to heed as we get closer to the  

Christmas celebration.  
 

May our faith leap with joy at the chance to  
proclaim our Lord and to prepare the way! 

The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace 
with the "Angel’s Candle" reminding us of the 

message of the angels: “Peace on Earth,  
Good Will Toward Men.” 



 

BEACONS OF LIGHT 

 

The Archdiocese of Cincinnati has been 

divided into *6 Deanery Regions. 

 

*could possibly change 

 

We are a part of North East Region. 

This region has *11 sections. 
 

*could possibly change 

Deaneries  Regions  

 

 

NORTH EAST 

REGION 

We are part of the 
NORTH EAST REGION 

Section 5 
  

NE-5 

St. Albert the Great 
St. Charles Borromeo 

Ascension 

(1 Pastor /  2 priests) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2025 Woodman Dr  

Kettering, Ohio  

 Church of  the Ascension  

 

4500 Ackerman Rd  
Kettering, Ohio 

St Charles Borromeo  

 

Established in June of 1955  
Founding Father: Father Arnold F. Witzman  

 
First Mass: Greenmont Community Center.  
First Sunday Attendance (3 Masses): 1090 

 
Other milestones: 

 
School Building built in 1956 

Rectory built in 1960 
Basement Church built in 1962 

Convent built in 1966 
Parish Activity Center built in 1988 

 
Parish Past Pastors: 

Fr. Arnold Witzman  (1955-1980) 
Fr. Edward Rudemiller (1980-1992) 
Fr. David Brinkmoeller (1992-2004) 

Fr. Chris Worland (2004-2014) 
Fr. Ed Pratt (2014-Current) 

 

PROPOSED PARISH FAMILY  

Established in October of 1962  
Founding Father: Father Martin T. Gilligan  

 
First Mass: Alter High School Gym.  

First Sunday Attendance (3 Masses): 1190 
 

Other milestones: 
 

Original Church was built in 1964 
School Building built in 1964 
Current Church built in 1991 

 
Parish Past Pastors: 

Fr. Martin Gilligan (1962-1974) 
Fr. Richard Klug (1974-1986) 

Fr. Lawrence Breslin (1986-2004) 
Fr. Gerald Haemmerle (2004-2013) 

Fr. Dan Meyer (2013-2019) 
Fr. Paul Ruwe (2019-Current) 

    Established in July 1939 
         Founding Father:  

Father Joseph Rolfes  
 

First Mass: YMCA Oakwood 
Community Center 

 
Other milestones: 

 
School Building built in 1949 

Convent built in 1955 
Parish Center  in 1981 

 
Parish Past Pastors: 

Fr. Joseph Rolfes  (1939-1965) 
Fr. Joseph Urbain (1965-1967) 
Fr. James Byrne (1967-1980) 

Fr. David Robisch (1980-1991) 
Fr. Jim Manning (1991-2006) 
Fr. Tom Meyer (2006-2014) 

Fr. Chris Worland (2014-Current) 

St Albert the Great  



 
Advent, Season of Divine Encounter 
 
We will be doing a three-part Advent Study in the last weeks of Advent.  

It is called Advent, Season of Divine Encounter. This is from Little Rock -Alive in the Word series. All the ses-
sions are stand alone and do not necessarily align with Lectionary Advent Readings. 
 

 
 
More information will be in the bulletin and on our website.  Look for the Advent icon. 
Questions:  Contact Julie  Burt, jburt@stalbertthegreat.net  937-281-0040 

 
3-PART ADVENT STUDY 

 

StAG Christmas Tree Sales 
 
The annual St. Albert the Great Christmas Tree Lot is scheduled to begin selling trees the last weekend in 
November. Not only has the Christmas tree lot been a part of the community for around 20 years, this is one 
of the largest fundraisers for St. Albert.   
 
We ask that you help spread the word, volunteer when possible as well as consider our lot when making your 
Christmas tree selections this holiday season.   
 
Hours of operation (November 27 through December 19): 
Saturday: 12-8pm          Sunday: 12-6pm           Wed, Thurs & Friday: 6-8:30pm      
 
Make this a family event and volunteer for a shift! Bring the kids or just you!  
Call your friends  and make it a fun night out.  This really is a fun volunteer opportunity!    
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49ADAB2DA2F85-2021 
 
Questions:  Contact Jacqueline Borchers, stagpto@gmail.com  614-256-4592 

PTO CHRISTMAS TREE SALES 

PENANCE, EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION 
Great way to start of the Advent Season! 
 
Wednesday, December 1 
We invite you to come to our Exposition & Benediction Service at 6pm in the Church; then stay for  
Reconciliation at 7pm, also in the Church.  

SESSION 1   
Wednesday, December 15   7pm-8:30pm in the Spirit Center Rm D     
Encountering God in the Incarnate Word; John 1:14-18 

SESSION 2   
Friday, December 17   1pm-2:30pm in the Gathering Space after Noon Mass     
Recognizing our Daily Divine Encounters; Psalm 139:1-10  

SESSION 3   
Tuesday, December 21  1pm-2:30pm in the Gathering Space after Noon Mass     
Anticipating the Fullness of Encounter with Christ; 2 Peters 3:3-4, 8-14 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49ADAB2DA2F85-2021

