
 

 

Beacons of Light Update 

 

The Beacons of Light process continues to unfold, and I wanted to share a brief update 

with you.  As I have previously stated, there are two parts to the beacons of light process.   

The first part of the process is designed to move us from our current number (100 regions) to 50-

60 family of parishes.  This reduction is due to changing demographics and the declining number 

of priests.  The number of the family of parishes was chosen to allow us to have stability in the 

Archdiocese for the next 10 years.  Catholic parochial schools will also be considered in this 

process.   

 

Back in December of 2020, the parishes in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati submitted a 

large amount of data to the Archdiocese.  These data points included our census data, 

sacramental data and school data. 

 

The family of parishes will primarily be configured using these data points with nuancing 

from the Archbishop, the Beacons of light planning team and the deans.  At this point, I have not 

seen the draft model of the new configuration.  However, all the priests, and the principals have 

had the opportunity to see the “Archdiocese of Cincinnati Current Reality Report”.  This report 

uses the data we provided along with the US Census data.  The report illustrated the need for the 

changes that are coming (i.e. changing demographics, changing number of priests). 

 

 At the end of September, we should know the general plan for the family of parishes 

moving forward.  Once we have the plan, I will be speaking to the current pastor(s) of the other 

parish(es) in our family to begin discussions.  Each family of parishes will be making a pathway 

forward by creating a strategic plan.  My hope is that we can have a significant representation of 

the lay faithful at St. Albert as we strive to make create this “family”.   

 

 There will be a suffering and death in this process as we have to change the way we do 

things now.  However, as Christians we know that suffering and death leads to resurrection.  This 

is also true of beacons of light.  We will want to look at the best practices of each parish and 

work on better ways to bring the Gospel to our parish communities and to the community around 

us. 

 

 Please continue to pray for our Archdiocese as we strive to be beacons of light to one 

another.   


