
Music Survey-Part l 

The results of the music survey have been tabulated, studied, discussed, and conclusions 

formed.  Over the next several weeks there will be brief articles like this, that show you that we 

listened to you - and we’re responding. First, we need to acknowledge that some opinions were 

polar opposites of one another. It seems like for every person that thinks the music is too slow, 

another thinks it is too fast. We also need to point out that the Church has rules and instructions 

for musicians and music, and we have to abide by those rules. Lastly we must acknowledge 

that we are a post Vatican II Catholic Church, and our music must reflect that.  Not all of the re-

sponses were contrary to one another. We were able to see clear threads in the survey results 

of commonality and unity. Things like being able to hear the  

cantors more clearly was voiced several times, and that some Masses could use more upbeat 

music.  We will focus on those common points from the survey, and see if we can more com-

pletely enrich your worship here at St. Albert.  

 

Music Survey-Part II 

This article is the second in response to the recent Music Survey that was presented to parish-

ioners of St. Albert.  In the first part, we touched upon the many, varied responses to the sur-

vey, and how there were some that were contradictory to one another. For instance, while some 

people prefer traditional music, some prefer a distinctly contemporary musical approach to 

Mass.  It was also noted that some people prefer the piano, and some people prefer the organ - 

while most people seem to like both to be used. We have the grand piano at the front of church, 

while in the choir loft is a digital piano (rather like a super-deluxe synthesizer).  Also residing in 

the loft is the organ, which is tied together with the digital piano.  It’s actually possible to play 

the digital piano from the organ, and the organ from the piano. If the keyboardist is sitting at the 

piano, and you hear an organ - that’s the actual organ playing. It’s very handy when several 

songs are coming up one right after another, to be able to stay at one instrument, and play 

both. Or one. Or the other!    Next time: Microphones!  

 

Music Survey-Part IIl  You spoke,  We listened 

In the parish music survey given out late last year, one thing that came up again and again, was 

being able to hear the cantor announce and lead the songs. As a music director – I want to  

facilitate the congregation singing in any way I can. I also want you to be able to find the music 

in the hymnal after it’s been announced. To that end, we have purchased and installed 5 new 

high quality microphones for the cantors that will help you to hear them.  

These microphones will also bolster the sound of the choir, and hopefully inspire you to sing! 

Jim Butler, Music Director 


