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WELCOME!

Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All
power in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always,
until the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20

Welcome to the Religious Education Program at St. Albert the Great
Parish. Our parish staff and catechists are here to proclaim Christ’s
message, to facilitate the experience of community, to lead in prayer and
worship and to encourage service in the name of the Lord. We hope to
work closely with you throughout your journey of faith.
Sincerely,
Heidi Acuña
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THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY OF
ST. ALBERT THE GREAT PARISH’S
CODE FOR EVERYDAY LIVING
The people of St. Albert the Great Parish form a faith community in which we are all
seeking to lead our lives as Jesus would guide us. The community recognizes that,
as we conduct our daily lives, we “teach by example,” and that individually and
collectively we can have a missionary effect on others in our Parish, and those in our
broader community. Thus we support the following as principles to be used for daily
guidance, and pray for the strength and wisdom to follow them.
Teach as Jesus Did. I will remember that Jesus taught by example. As parents,
leaders, educators, children and parishioners, we will learn from Him, our Master
Teacher, and by our words and deeds will lead others in His way.
Respect of Person. I will remember that God lives in each of us, and in my daily
conduct I will treat myself and others with dignity and respect. Whenever possible, I
will be supportive, inclusive, and nurturing of others. When I disagree it will be with
the issue and not the person. I will be a person who can be trusted and respected.
Respect for Property. I will remember that Jesus taught us to be good stewards.
When resources are made available to me I will be responsible for using them wisely,
and for conserving, protecting and maintaining them.
Respect for Order. I will remember that Jesus taught us to respect authority and to be
responsible for, and accountable to our sisters and brothers. I will prayerfully “respect
those among you who exercise authority in the Lord,” “admonish the unruly,” “cheer
the faint-hearted,” and “be patient toward all.” (Thessalonians 5:12-18).
Respect for Language. I will remember that God has given us voice so that we can
better honor Him. I will use this gift in a way that honors Him and that respects others.
Respect for the Needs of Others. I will remember that Jesus taught us to serve
others. I am called to be generous with my time, talents, and treasure. “The greater
among you will serve the rest.”
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION PROGRAMS
RECONCILIATION
Participation in the sacrament of Reconciliation strengthens our experience of God’s acting in and
through our lives and challenges us to further growth in our relationship with God.
Preparation for this sacrament includes the following:
a. The child must be baptized, attend religious education classes regularly and participate in the
preparation period. Reconciliation preparation takes place in Grade 2.
b. Parents/guardians are to attend a Reconciliation Sacrament Meeting well in advance of the
celebration of the sacrament. At this meeting parents are given information that will help them become
involved in the preparation of this sacrament for their child.
c. The child and his/her parents participate in a practice.
Criteria for readiness:


The child recognizes the difference between accidental and deliberate wrong.



The child understands the need to say, “I’m sorry” when he/she hurts another person.



The child forgives others when they hurt him or her.

FIRST RECONCILIATION AT ST. ALBERT IS GENERALLY CELEBRATED IN THE FALL
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FIRST EUCHARIST
Eucharist is the center and heart of Christian life. All that belongs to Christian life leads to the
Eucharistic celebration or flows from it. First Eucharist is an initiation of children into the
worshipping community.
Preparation for this sacrament includes the following:
a. The child must be baptized and attend religious education classes regularly and participate in the
preparation period. Eucharist preparation takes place in Grade 2.
b. Parents/guardians are to attend a Eucharist Sacrament Meeting well in advance of the
celebration of the sacrament. At this meeting parents are given information that will help them
prepare their child for the sacrament.
c. The child participates in a“First Eucharist Retreat” several weeks before the celebration of the
sacrament.
d. The child must attend the practice before the celebration of First Eucharist.
Criteria for readiness:


The child is able to distinguish between ordinary bread and wine and the Eucharist.



The child understands the mysteries of faith according to his/her ability.



The child expresses the desire to receive Jesus.

FIRST EUCHARIST AT ST. ALBERT IS GENERALLY CELEBRATED IN MAY.
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CONFIRMATION
Confirmation is a time of further incorporation of the candidate into the Eucharistic
community. It confirms the action of God in Baptism and gives a new empowerment from
the Holy Spirit which enables us to remain faithful to Christ and to His work.
Preparation for this sacrament includes the following:
a. The student must be baptized, attend religious education classes regularly and participate in a
two-year preparation period. Confirmation preparation begins in Grade 7 and continues in Grade 8.
b. Students and sponsors are asked to attend one Confirmation session well in advance of the
celebration of the sacrament. At this session we will begin with an opening prayer celebration. We
will also offer activities which include a guest speaker and small group gatherings for the
participants. The parents are asked to attend one session in the fall to discuss Confirmation and the
timeline.
c. Participation in the Confirmation Retreat is mandatory in order to receive the sacrament.
d. A total of at least twenty hours of service is required of the student.
e. The student must attend the practice before the celebration of Confirmation.
f. An interview is held with each candidate and a staff member to evaluate the student’s readiness
for the sacrament.
Requirements for sponsors:
a. The sponsor must be at least sixteen years of age.
b. The sponsor must be a Catholic in good standing with the Catholic Church and have been
Confirmed and received the sacrament of the Eucharist.
c. When possible, the sponsor should be the same person who was the Baptismal sponsor.
Parents are not allowed to be sponsors.
d. It is preferred that the sponsor be someone who lives nearby so that he/she can support the
candidate in a variety of ways during the preparation time as well as at and after the celebration of
the sacrament.
Criteria for readiness:


The candidate expresses desire to the interviewer to be confirmed.



The candidate is aware that he/she must be willing to become further incorporated into the life of
the Eucharistic community.



The candidate gives evidence of an understanding and appreciation of his/her Catholic beliefs
and traditions.
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YOUTH EDUCATION
In all of our youth religious education programs, catechists, parents and students work hand-inhand in building a foundation of positive religious attitudes so that students are able to establish
a deep personal relationship with God.
Students are also taught to use their gifts and talents to serve others as Christ has taught us to
do. Learning takes place in a relaxed environment and catechists are encouraged to include
hands-on activities as they teach.
Texts are based on the norms contained in the National Catechetical Directory Sharing the
Light of Faith; the Archdiocesan Graded Course of Study; the Preferred Text List for the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati.
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM TEXTBOOKS
Pre-school 3/4 year olds

SEEDS (Pflaum Weekly Gospel)

The Pflaum Gospel Weeklies are a lectionary based religious education program. Each week’s
lesson flows from the Sunday Gospel. At the same time, the Weeklies provide comprehensive
catechesis consistent with the guidelines established by the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM TEXTBOOKS GRADES 1-6
The We Believe series, published by Sadlier, is rooted in Scripture, faithful to the Tradition of
the Catholic Church, spirited by the General and National Directories for Catechesis,
Christocentric (centering on the Person of Jesus Christ), Trinitarian (,inviting relationship with
all members of the Trinity), and Ecclesial (supporting faith that is lived in the domestic and
universal Church).

The We Believe series also incorporates “Project Disciple” in every chapter, with activities to
help young disciples 1) Learn about their faith, 2) celebrate the Mass and Sacraments, 3)
choose to show love and respect, 4) pray every day, 5) share faith with others, and 6) live out
their faith.*
CONFIRMATION PREPERATION GRADES 7-8 MATERIALS
The seventh grade uses Decision Point through Dynamic Catholic, a program that uses short
videos and a journal-like workbook to “engage youth Catholics in a meaningful conversation
about the genius of Catholicism in preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation”.
The eighth grade uses the Purpose curriculum through Lifeteen. Faithful to the Lifeteen
approach of “Gather - Proclaim – Break– Send”, this curriculum combines solid catechesis with
meaningful small group discussions and practical life applications to send the Confirmandi out
into world to love and serve the Lord after Confirmation. The goal of Purpose is to teach the
teen that, “There’s a God who loves me. God lives within me There’s a world who needs God.
So God sent me to them.”
SPECIAL NEEDS
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Students with special needs are incorporated into the class community. The school is
handicapped accessible. Catechists are assisted in working with special needs students.
*Description according to Sadlier Publishing

OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES FOR YOUTH PROGRAMS
ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL
Early Childhood/RE Program Grades 1 through 7:


Classes are scheduled to be held during 9:30 Mass. However, the exact time for class will be
9:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for Early Childhood through Seventh Grade. Your child/ren need to be
prompt to class weekly to receive the full benefit of the lesson.



AN ADULT MUST DROP OFF AND PICK UP EACH CHILD AT HIS/HER CLASSROOM DOOR.
TEACHERS WILL BE PRESENT BY 9:00 A.M.



No student may leave the premises without written permission of parents/guardians. Parents/
guardians must report to the office before taking a child out of class.
RE Program Grade 8:



Grades 8 meets on Sunday mornings from 9:15 until 10:30 in the Spirit Center



Parent/guardian must report to the office before taking a child out of class.

THESE DIRECTIVES ARE SET UP FOR THE SAFETY OF THE CHILDREN/TEENS. WE ALL
WANT TO DO OUR PART FOR THEIR BENEFIT.
ATTENDANCE/TARDY

Regular class attendance is important for the ongoing religious education formation of each student.
Please call the Religious Education Office at 298-2402 or email us at anelson@stalbertthegreat.net
prior to class time if your child will be absent.
Any student who is tardy should report directly to the RE office.
PLEASE NOTE:
If you know that your child is going to be missing several classes during the year due to school,
sports, or other commitments, we will provide you with the materials to tutor them at home until they
can return to regular classes. We do expect that the appropriate material will be used. Please call
us if you need our assistance.
EMERGENCY CLOSING
You will be notified by the “School Reach” phone tree system.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you wish to speak with a teacher, please do so9after class, not before. Staff and catechists will
communicate with parents in the following ways: Progress reports midway through the year (Gr. 18), parent notes/letters, sacramental packets, bulletin, home activity assignments.

DRESS CODE
Students should dress appropriately. Clothing promoting anti-Christian values or offensive symbols,
are not considered appropriate dress. If inappropriate clothing is worn, parents will be called.
BUILDING RULES
Walk at all times.
Speak quietly.
Use the restrooms and property with respect.
No gum chewing.
No candy, snacks or drinks are to be brought into the building (except for special classroom
situations cleared by the office).
Elevator is to be used by handicapped students only and must be cleared first through the office.
CLASSROOM RULES
Show respect to all teachers and adults.
Show respect for self and all others.
Show respect for the property.
Listen and follow directions.
(Additional classroom rules may be established by the individual classrooms at the discretion of
the teachers.)
DISCIPLINE POLICY
The St. Albert the Great Religion Program uses a positive approach to discipline. Whenever
possible, teachers will handle minor discipline problems in a positive manner. We feel that respect
for God, for others, and for law is important for students to learn at an early age. In order that we
may assist the students to realize these beliefs, teachers and parents must work together. On
occasion, further steps must be taken to insure proper behavior of students. Therefore, we have
devised the following procedure for handling these kinds of situations:
First offense
Student will receive a warning from the teacher.
Second offense
Student will be sent to the office to speak to the
CRE (Coordinator of Religious Education) and to do a work assignment.

Third offense
Student’s parent/guardian will be called.
Fourth offense
A conference will be held for parent/guardian, teacher(s), CRE and student.
This policy is subject to change depending on the offense. The pastor and CRE maintain the right to
respond to individual cases as they judge most appropriate.
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SERIOUS BEHAVIORAL SITUATION
For a serious behavioral situation on the parish grounds, immediate suspension/expulsion may
result. The following list of Serious Behavioral Situations is not all-inclusive:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Willful destruction of parish property.
Physical abuse of another student/teacher.
Inappropriate sexual behavior.
Absolutely no possession, use or carrying of tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, illegal
drugs or substances, or imitations claimed to be the above, will be permitted at any time. If
possession is suspected teacher and CRE have the right to search the student in the
presence of an adult witness. For illegal drugs or substances, parents and the proper legal
authorities will be contacted.
5. Absolutely no possession or pretended possessions or use of any type of a weapon is
permitted. This includes but is not limited to guns, bullets, pocket knives or any object which
would cause physical harm. If possession is suspected, the teacher/CRE has the right to
search in the presence of an adult witness. If the student refuses, parents will be contacted
to come to the program site and assist in the search.
PARTICIPATION POLICY
To be eligible to participate in extra-curricular activities sponsored by St. Albert the Great Parish, a
St. Albert religious education student must:
Maintain regular, consistent attendance.
Maintain attendance at sacrament and sacrament-related events:
Reconciliation Practice
First Communion Retreat Day
First Communion Rehearsal
Confirmation Retreat
Confirmation Commitment Sunday
Confirmation Rehearsal
Adhere to the Code for Everyday Living.
Adhere to the guidelines in this handbook.

POLICIES, FEES AND SUPPLIES
PROGRESS REPORTS
A report of the students’ (Gr. 1-8) accomplishments and accountability for learning will be sent home
midway through the year. The RE Office will keep a copy on file for three years.
EMERGENCY
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Emergency forms will be kept on file in the Religious Education Office in case of emergency.
A fire drill will be conducted once in the fall. A tornado drill will be conducted once in the spring.

FIELD TRIPS
No student may be transported off the parish grounds without expressed written permission from a
parent or guardian. A standard permission form will be used.
LIABILITY
We are not responsible for personal property, lost or stolen.
Permission and Medical forms must be completed and signed by the parent/guardian each year.
A contract must be signed by students (Gr. 1-8) and parent/guardian stating they have read,
understand and accept the terms specified in the handbook.
CHILD PROTECTION
Program administrators are required by the Ohio Revised Code and by the Archdiocesan Policy on
Child Protection to report suspected or actual child abuse or neglect to the proper authorities. All
persons working with children in our Parish school and RE programs are required to be fingerprinted and take the Archdiocesan workshop on the Child Protection Decree.
RECORDS
Attendance, progress reports and sacramental records will be kept on file in the Religious Education
office. Parents/guardians have the legal right to review and inspect their child’s records, to
challenge the accuracy of the records, and to prohibit the disclosure of records in certain
circumstances. Ohio Code authorizes officials who handle records to provide law enforcement
officers with access to students’ records when the officer indicates he is conducting an investigation
and that the student is or may be a missing child. Parents/guardians who wish to review their child’s
records may do so by making an appointment with the CRE. Custodial parent alone can sign for
record transfers.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY
St. Albert’s Parish admits students of any sex, race, color, national and ethnic origin to all rights,
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the parish. It
does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of
Religious Education policies and programs.
NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT RIGHTS
The Catechetical Leader (CRE) needs to be informed by the custodial parent of the rights of the non
-custodial parent.
RETENTION POLICY
If a student is retained in the same grade in the Public Schools, it is the parent(s)/guardian(s)’
decision whether the student is retained or moves on in the RE class.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FEES
Each year tuition is subject to change according to the parish budget. The tuition for the Early
Childhood program and the Grade School program (Gr. 1-8) is as follows:
$ 70.00 per child - Early Childhood
$110.00 for the first grade school child
$ 90 for each additional grade school child
$ 20.00 out of parish fee per family
There is also a sacramental preparation fee for second and eighth graders of $25.00.
SUPPLY LIST GRADES 1-8
Folder (1), Pencils (2)
School bag/backpack to keep the materials

SERVERS

EXTRACURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES

Students (boys and girls) in Grades 5 and up are able to be servers at Masses. If you are
interested in being involved in your church in this way, please contact the Religious Education Office
at 298-2402.

SCOUTS
BOY SCOUTS - Available to boys in Grades 6 through 12.
CUB SCOUTS - Available to boys in Grades 1 through 5.
GIRL SCOUTS - Available to girls Grades 4 through 12.
BROWNIES - Available to girls Grades 1 through 3.
DAISY SCOUTS - Available to kindergartners.
For information about the Scouts see the St. Albert the Great web site.
ATHLETICS
For information about the sports programs see the St. Albert the Great web site.
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