St. James the Greater Parish
WEBSITES:
St. James the Greater: www.stjamesthegreater.org
Archdiocese of St. Louis: www.archstl.org

PARISH OFFICE
6401 Wade Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63139
(314) 645-0167
Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

SCHOOL OFFICE
1360 Tamm Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63139
(314) 647-5244
Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Parish Staff
Rev. Rajpaul Sundararaj, Pastor rajpaulstl@gmail.com
Deacon Michael A. Nicolai
Patricia Whitmore, Administrative Assistant
Andrew Donovan, Music Coordinator
Kathy Schodrowski, Sacramental Coordinator

School Staff
Michael Biggs, Principal
Katie Ryan, School Secretary

1st Sunday of Advent

Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
7:00 AM in the Chapel
Tuesday
8:15 AM - School Mass in Church
Adoration on Wednesdays
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM in the Chapel

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

The Sacraments:
Reconciliation
Saturdays from 3:30 PM—4:15 PM before 4:30 PM
Mass and by appointment.

Baptism
Please contact the rectory (314) 645-0167 to schedule a baptism. Classes will be 1st Tuesday of the
month. Families are encouraged to be registered in
the parish.

Sacrament of Marriage
Contact the Parish Office (314) 645-0167 at least 6
months prior to the proposed date of marriage.

Ministry to the Sick
If you know of someone who is homebound, sick or
in the hospital, please call the rectory and let us
know.

St. Vincent De Paul
For those in need, within our parish boundaries, call
and leave a message: (314) 289-6101 ext. 1152.

December 2, 2018

Monday
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7 PM-8:30 PM

Dec. 3—Dec. 9
Liturgy Committee Meeting (St. James Room)
Stewardship Meeting (St. James Room)
Quilting (Mary’s Room)
8th Grade Boys Basketball Practice (Gym)

Tuesday
9 AM-3 PM

Quilting (Mary’s Room)

Wednesday
6:30 PM
7 PM-8:30 PM

Choir Practice (Church)
4th Grade Boys Basketball Practice (Gym)

Thursday
7 PM-8:30 PM

3 Grade Boys Basketball Practice (Gym)

Friday
9 AM-3 PM

Quilting (Mary’s Room)

Saturday
12:00 PM
1:30 PM

PreK School Christmas Program (Gym)
School Christmas Program (Gym)

Sunday
9:00 AM
12:00 PM
4:00 PM

Monday
7:00 AM
Tuesday
8:15 AM
Wednesday
7:00 AM
Thursday
7:00 AM
Friday
7:00 AM
Saturday
4:30 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM
10:30 AM

rd

HNS Meeting (Mary’s Room)
Sodality Christmas Luncheon (Cafeteria)
Joint Council Meeting (Fr. Flynn Room)

Chapel
Church
Chapel
Chapel
Chapel
Church
Church
Church

Dec. 3, St. Francis Xavier
Msgr. Whited–Good Health Int.
Dec. 4, Advent Weekday
Marilyn Hoegemeier
Dec. 5, Advent Weekday
James Cooney.
Dec. 6, Advent Weekday
Angeli Rizzi
Dec. 7, St. Ambrose
Giuseppe Menghini
Dec. 8, Immaculate Conception
Tony Esenwah
Dec. 9, 2nd Sunday of Advent
Mike Kelley
Donors & Benefactors

Sunday Envelopes
Loose Offering
SVDP
Christmas Flowers
Candle Money
Total
Envelopes Sent: 390
Envelopes Used: 46
Faith Direct Users: 63

$2647.00
$ 294.00
$ 538.00
$ 100.00
$ 30.00
$3609.00

Weekend Liturgy ~ 12/01 & 12/02
Saturday ~ 4:30 PM
Lectors:
1) Catherine Schodrowski 2) John Sullivan
Euch Mins.: Deacon Nicolai, Jean Barry, Susan Duvall,
Richard Keenoy, Linda Privitor, Kathy & Ron
Schodrowski & Mary Sullivan
Servers:
Mary McKendry & Hannah Williams
Greeters:
Mary Dury, Alan Ratchford, Lori Worley
& Volunteers
Ushers:
Tom Zagarri & Volunteers
Gift Bearers: Volunteers

Sunday ~ 8:00 AM
Lectors:
1) Holy Name Society 2) Holy Name Society
Euch. Mins: Holy Name Society
Servers:
Holy Name Society
Greeters:
Holy Name Society
Ushers:
Holy Name Society
Gift Bearers: Holy Name Society

Sunday ~ 10:30 AM
Lectors:
1) Clayton Rehkemper 2) Ed Spevak
Euch. Mins.: Gary Kramer, Doyle & Mary Jo Owen,
Melisa Strohmeyer, Mike Wood, Mary Jane
Wiss & Jennifer Yackley
Servers:
Teagan Lanemann & Senan Ryan
Greeters:
Mary Dusold, Jason Barnett, Robert Beauchamp
& Gerry Miller
Ushers:
Brian Behrens, Mark Morgan, Jose Navarro
& Josh Wilderson
Gift Bearers: Volunteers

Sodality Luncheon
Sunday, December 9th
NOON in the school cafeteria
Cost: $8/adults $5/child
make reservations by calling
Mary Jo Owen @ 781-2975
All parishioners, their friends
and family are invited!
This is the LAST WEEKEND to place your
order for Holy Name Society SEE’s Candy.
HNS Members will be in back of church to
take your orders. Payment is required at time
of order. Thank you!
Bulletin notices are due by 3:00 pm on the Monday before
the weekend published. All items must be sent electronically to: pkwhitmore@stjamesthegreater.org.

“Truth is, I'll never know all there is to know about you just as you will never know all there is to know about me. Humans are by
nature too complicated to be understood fully. So, we can choose either to approach our fellow human beings with suspicion or to
approach them with an open mind, a dash of optimism and a great deal of candor.” ― Tom Hanks

Dear James’s,
With the first week of Advent on December 2, 2018, we have begun a new liturgical year (Year C). From now until the feast of the Christ the King Feast next year
2019, our Gospel readings on Sundays will be from the Gospel according to Luke.
As I had preached last weekend, we who believe in Jesus live in “two” times: the
regular and ordinary time, called the Chronos and the Time of Grace, or God’s time called the Kronos. But it is the Liturgical ‘Time’ that consciously brings both these times together in real time (on
weekends and weekdays) and in actual space (in the church). A liturgical year begins with the First
week of Advent and ends with the Feast of Christ the King (which we celebrated last week).
FYI: the church lectionary—the book that contains the set of readings for both the weekdays and
weekends—covers (most of) the Bible over three years of Sunday readings while simultaneously it overlaps a two-year weekday readings cycle. Sunday Gospel readings are in a three-year
cycle of Year A, Year B, and Year C and weekday readings are on a two year—Year I and
Year II cycle. Typically, the Sunday Gospel readings for Year A will be from the Gospel according
to Matthew, for Year B will be from the Gospel according to Mark and for Year C will be from
the Gospel according to Luke.
For us in the parish, in this new liturgical year from the first week of Advent on December 2, 2018,
the Gospel according to Luke will guide us in discerning the future of our school. This discernment
will be as a school not as a separate or individual entity from the parish, but as what it is: a vital and
intricate part of our parish’s overall future and ministry. In this process of discerning, the first step
is to work out a viable school budget. An excellent finance team along with the School Board, are in
the final stages of working out a probable budget for the next academic year, 2019-2020. We will
discuss this school budget at the joint meeting of the all parish and school councils and boards on
December 9, 2018, at 4 PM in Fr. Flynn’s room.
With this, our process of discernment will enter a crucial phase. Discernment, unlike decision making, is a spiritual process that depends on observable and realistic data that is available. Due to the
spiritual nature of discerning, we have been praying our parish prayer which states:
Make us good stewards of our parish, and Help us to follow you as disciples.
Anoint us with your wisdom, to see your plans.
Empower us with your knowledge, to discern your will.
Fill us with your Grace, to accept one another.
Thus we need God’s Grace and blessings for our journey forward. And God’s Grace abundantly flows
when we come together as one Body of Christ. Are we?
As a first step to this effort and in preparation for Christmas, we will have a parish reconciliation
service on December 16 between 2 and 4 PM. We will begin with a short prayer and examination of conscience at 2 PM. Then you will have opportunity for making individual confessions with
visiting priests. If you so desire to come only for a individual confession, come at ANY TIME between 2 and 4 PM to make your confession and leave. Please remember that after this, there may
not be many occasions for individual confessions until after the January 1, 2019.

Continued on next page…

1st Sunday of Advent
Pastor Notes Continued…
Further, I had mentioned after our Fourth Parish Community Meeting on July 8, 2018, that I had not made
appeals for funds from the parish until now, but will do so from now on. And so, from now on, I will constantly put some specific requests and also some pointers requesting your financial support. In this line, we had to
update the Electrical Panel in the church sacristy. Our good friends in RJP Electric have done it. It costs the
parish $2,899.00. Any one want to take it up? Further, one of our goals is to update our Church and Parish
office building and bring it on par for the future. This is what we want to be done by December 2019, before
we focus on the updating of the school building. All these will be part of my next few edits which will focus on
the process of discerning the future of our parish and school.

Blessings,
Fr. Rajpaul

St. Vincent de Paul
As usual, the parish was very generous and brought
many items to stock the pantry for those in need in
our community. Thank you to all who helped by
donating items and/or cash on Thanksgiving.
Through your generosity, many people will be
helped and supported during a difficult time in their
lives. God’s blessing on all those who helped!
The Giving Tree is up and this year we will collect
gift cards for SVDP to distribute
this winter. Reminder, you can determine the amount based on what
you want to do from McDonald’s,
Walmart, Aldi’s, and Target. While
there are ornaments available, it is
fine to pick some up and return
without. They will be put to good
use in our community!

Cosmic Bingo
Saturday, February 16, 2019
in the gymnasium
Doors open at 6:00 pm
and the event starts at 7:00 pm.
$20.00 in advance and $25.00 at the door.
Contact Mike Wood for all the info
at 314-660-3464
Prizes to all the winners.
Food and drinks will be for sell along with 50/50.
Come out to support your Knights Of Columbus.

Stewardship
Thanksgiving donations
Thank you to all who donated to SVDP
whether with an item or cash. All will
be put to good work in our community.

Advent
This year we have a daily worship
aid for Advent. It is called “Watch
for the Lord” and has reflections just
for Advent from Pope Francis, St. Mother Teresa,
and Henri Nouwen. The daily reflection only takes
a minute or so to read, but let this sink in your heart
during this busy time of year. Take a few minutes to
think about the reflection and slow yourself down
as life gets busier and busier. We will also have an
Advent Reconciliation the afternoon of Dec. 16th.
Plan on joining us. It will be another chance to enjoy a little quiet, get right with the Lord, and welcome our Lord with a joyous heart on Christmas.
Christmas
Christmas Eve falls on a Monday this year so we
will be decorating on Sunday, Dec. 23 after the
10:30 AM Mass. If you have time to help, please
do!! Christmas Mass times are 4:30 PM and 10:00
PM on Dec. 24th and 10:30 AM on Dec. 25th. There
are sign-up sheets in church in the main aisle,
please sign up for a ministry and be a part of these
special Masses.

Congratulations to Kaitlyn Donovan, Lucy Durgin,
Natalie Moddrell and Teagan Lanemann. They each
earned a blue ribbon in the first Bellarmine Speech
competition.

Irish Twins
Fitting for this parish, right? John & K2 Kelley
would like to thank you for the warm welcome to
Logan & Oliver Pavelka & their mom & dad the past
couple weekends. For those who aren’t familiar with
Ollie’s story, he was born at 23 weeks last June, 11
days before big brother Logan turned one! He rode
our prayer list for quite some time. This was their
first visit to St. Louis since Ollie arrived & they got
to meet some of the folks who prayed them through
this last year and a half. Your prayers helped this
little guy so much. He didn’t have any surgeries, no
infections, and was released the day before his due
date. That is the power of prayer!! Your prayers also
helped Katie & Andrew stay strong during that roller
coaster ride & Logan remain a happy little boy
(oblivious to all the commotion). While this was
only Logan’s second visit, it’s home to him as his
first visit he was baptized here in December 2016.
After Mass, we continued our celebration at Seamus
the first visit & celebrated a very thankful Thanksgiving last week. Thank you so much for the prayers
& warm welcome to the Pavelka’s.
John & K2

AED Training
We will be placing an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) in Church within a few weeks. AEDs are used to
treat sudden cardiac arrest (SCA). SCA is a condition in
which the heart suddenly and unexpectedly stops beating. Should an event like this occur, with an AED on
premises & correct use, it increases the chances of survival. We would like to offer this class to any parishioners who are interested in taking this training course. If
you are interested, please leave your name, email and/or
phone number at the Parish Office (314) 645-0167 and
you will be contacted prior to the training session date.
Space is limited. All costs are being covered by the Athletic Association.

Bill Ellingham, Jr.
Anita Emerson
Kelley Goersch
Tim Hayes
Barbara Burke
Tom Corbett
Larry Coyle
Holly DeBoard
Karen Devaney
Ralph Whitener
Jack Donovan
Sue Bussen
Renee Parmley
Jim Cuidon
Dan Bacinski
Charles McKinnis
Angela Ray
Richie Barbay
Audrey Anderson
Joan Droege
Jack McKinnis

Jim Barry
Ann Finnegan
Hayes Baroli
Kenneth Brunk
Mike Cardwell
Art Menendez
Kay McWilliams
Neil Pilla
Carol Wilson
Jeff Digger
Mike Eisenbath
Mary Ott
Candace Parmley
Lynne Fischer
Jane Guffey
Bruce Ranciglio
Mary Eubanks
Agnes Cooney
Rachel Ruggeri
Don Tucholski
Geraldine Swatek

Steve Baker
Nikki Barnes
Sam Brownfield
David Hunsche
Linda Nellesen
Martha Corwin
Henry Oakamura
Edward Quigley
Carolyn Kehm
Steve Vreeland
Dan Marquez
Ted Sinko
Jean Bohler
Amy Hester
Louis Monsivais
Mary Hoffmann
Leffert Schild
Tony Dolce
Gary Wibbels
Marilyn Mattick
Joe Barbay
Scott Schuettenberg Jennell Schuettenberg Susan Wessel
Please notify the Parish Office at: 314-645-0167 to add or
remove someone. Thank you!

Please pray for the safety and well being
of the following loved ones of our parishioners who have been called to military
service:
Mike Barbay
Eric Krystynak
Andrew Wash

Bryan Brunk
Matt Koeln
Ken Wash

Marea Brunk
Jack Meesey

Please contact the rectory at (314) 645-0167 to add or remove
someone.

Clayton Tamm Community Association
Holiday Gathering and Potluck
Join your neighbors for our annual holiday gathering
on December 20th from 7:30 pm—9:30 pm We will
have food, activities and gifts for the kids, and back
by popular demand....the beer exchange! So, bring
the family and a six pack of your favorite beer and
take home a six pack of new things to try! Bring a
dish to share with the group! This is open to ALL of
Dogtown. You do not need to reside in Clayton/
Tamm to attend. So spread the word!

