St. James the Greater Parish
WEBSITES:
St. James the Greater: www.stjamesthegreater.org
Archdiocese of St. Louis: www.archstl.org

PARISH OFFICE
6401 Wade Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63139
(314) 645-0167
Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

SCHOOL OFFICE
1360 Tamm Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63139
(314) 647-5244
Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Parish Staff
Rev. Rajpaul Sundararaj, Pastor rajpaulstl@gmail.com
Deacon Michael A. Nicolai
Patricia Whitmore, Administrative Assistant
Andrew Donovan, Music Coordinator
Kathy Schodrowski, Sacramental Coordinator

School Staff
Michael Biggs, Principal
Katie Ryan, School Secretary

3rd Sunday of Advent

Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
7:00 AM in the Chapel
Tuesday
8:15 AM - School Mass in Church
Adoration on Wednesdays
7:30 AM - 9:00 AM in the Chapel

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

The Sacraments:
Reconciliation
Saturdays from 3:30 PM—4:15 PM before 4:30 PM
Mass and by appointment.

Baptism
Please contact the rectory (314) 645-0167 to schedule a baptism. Classes will be 1st Tuesday of the
month. Families are encouraged to be registered in
the parish.

Sacrament of Marriage
Contact the Parish Office (314) 645-0167 at least 6
months prior to the proposed date of marriage.

Ministry to the Sick
If you know of someone who is homebound, sick or
in the hospital, please call the rectory and let us
know.

St. Vincent De Paul
For those in need, within our parish boundaries, call
and leave a message: (314) 289-6101 ext. 1152.

December 16, 2018

Monday
6:45 PM
7:00 PM
7 PM-8:30 PM

Dec. 17—Dec. 23
KofC/Ladies Rosary & Meeting (Cafeteria)
Quilting (Mary’s Room)
8th Grade Boys Basketball Practice (Gym)

Tuesday
9 AM-3 PM
6:00 PM

Quilting (Mary’s Room)
Finance Committee Meeting (St. James Room)

Wednesday
6:30 PM
7 PM-8:30 PM

Choir Practice (Church)
4th Grade Boys Basketball Practice (Gym)

Thursday
7:00 PM
7 PM-8:30 PM
7:30 PM

SVDP Meeting (Mary’s Room)
3rd Grade Boys Basketball Practice (Gym)
Clayton Tamm Assoc. Meeting/Potluck (Cafeteria)

Friday
9 AM-3 PM

Quilting (Mary’s Room)

Saturday
8:00 AM

Dress Rehearsal for SLCC (Church)

Sunday
11:30 AM
3:00 PM

Decorate Church for Christmas (Church)
SLCC Concert (Church)

Monday
7:00 AM
Tuesday
8:15 AM
Wednesday
7:00 AM
Thursday
7:00 AM
Friday
7:00 AM
Saturday
4:30 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM
10:30 AM

Chapel
Church
Chapel
Chapel
Chapel
Church
Church
Church

Sunday Envelopes
Loose Offering
Christmas Flowers
SVDP
Adopt-A-Student
Building Fund
Catholic Com. Campaign
Immaculate Conception
Candle Money
Total
Envelopes Sent: 390
Envelopes Used: 52
Faith Direct Users: 63

Dec. 17, Late Advent Weekday
Fredericka Wegmann
Dec. 18, Late Advent Weekday
Brownfield Family
Dec. 19, Late Advent Weekday
Gerry Miller Birthday Blessing
Dec. 20, Late Advent Weekday
Carrie Ruth
Dec. 21, Late Advent Weekday
Karen Arnold
Dec. 22, Advent Weekday
Orval & Emily Harnes
Dec. 23, 4th Sunday of Advent
Good Health Int for Agnes Cooney
People of the Parish

$3075.00
$ 356.00
$ 120.00
$ 100.00
$ 40.00
$ 160.00
$ 40.00
$ 218.00
$ 30.00
$4139.00

Weekend Liturgy ~ 12/22 & 12/23
Saturday ~ 4:30 PM
Lectors:
1) K2 Kelley 2) John Sullivan
Euch Mins Jean Barry, Ann Chulick, Susan Duvall, Richard
Keenoy, Deacon Nicolai, Kathy & Ron
Schodrowski & Mary Sullivan
Servers:
Mikayla & Olivia Murphey
Greeters:
Mary Dury, Lori Worley & Volunteers
Ushers:
Linda Privitor, Tom Zagarri & Volunteers
Gift Bearers: Volunteers

Sunday ~ 8:00 AM
Lectors:
1) Terry Daugherty 2) Terri Garneau
Euch. Mins: Steve Cole, Pat Corkery, William Crump,
Josie Fieser, Ann & Ed Imgrund & Clare Pilla
Servers:
Two Adult Servers
Greeters:
Kay Hannon, Michael Owens, Kay Riordan
& Volunteer
Ushers:
Lino Angeli, William Crump, Frank Pilla
& Pete Venicasa
Gift Bearers: Volunteers

Sunday ~ 10:30 AM
Lectors:
1) Ed Spevak 2) Dave Swatek
Euch. Mins: Gary Kramer, Doyle & Mary Jo Owen, Monica
Rapp, Pauline Robbins, Melissa Strohmeyer
& Jennifer Yackley
Servers:
Keegan DeBoard & Hannah Williams
Greeters:
Debbie Andersen, Jason Barnett, Robert
Beauchamp & John Bohler
Ushers:
Brian Behrens, Mark Morgan, Jose Navarro
& Josh Wilderson
Gift Bearers: Volunteers

Dec. 24, Christmas Eve 4:30 pm
Dec. 24, Midnight Mass 10:00 pm
Dec. 25, Christmas Day 9:00 am
Bulletin notices are due by 3:00 pm on the Monday before
the weekend published. All items must be sent electronically to: pkwhitmore@stjamesthegreater.org.

“We all want progress, but if you're on the wrong road, progress means doing an about-turn and walking
back to the right road; in that case, the man who turns back soonest is the most progressive.” ― C. S. Lewis
Dear James’s,
As we step into the third week of Advent, let us reflect on what is God’s word to us in our particular
situation and this moment of 2018 with all the developments of parish and school in the past so
many years. The process of listening to God speaking to us in our time is called discernment. Making a decision is easy. Going through the process of discernment is VERY challenging.
We all are good people who listen to God speaking to us through the Scriptures, through Church
Traditions, the Magisterium, and its Catechism. Listening to God talking to us in His Universal
Word or the logos is what makes us good Christians, faithful Catholics, and excellent citizens. Because our ancestors and we have heeded God speaking to us in his universal Word, we do not murder, nor commit adultery, or do mean things. In this, we share the same experiences of our ancestors who listened to God speaking through prophets and the leaders of the early Christian church.
While God continues to talk in his universal word, God also speaks in His Particular Word called
rhema; it is this specific word rhema, not the logos “that came to John in the fifteenth year of the
reign of Tiberius Caesar, (between A.D. 27 and 29), when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,
(between A.D. 26 and 36) and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee (son of Herod the Great ruled between
4 B.C. and A.D. 39), and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
(another son of Herod the Great ruled between 4 B.C. and A.D. 34) and Lysanias was tetrarch of
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas (between A.D. 6 and 15) and Caiaphas, (son-in-law of
Annas who was high priest of the temple between A.D. 18 and 36) to John, the son of Zechariah, in
the desert (along the river Jordan).” [Luke 3: 1-2 paraphrased with historical dates.]
Listening to the particular word of God in real time, situation and circumstances call for us to face
actual, not perceived, realities. It has always been a problematic choice for Good People of faith to
listen to the rhema of God. It is tempting to rush and take refuge in the logos of God! The Church in
listening to rhema of God is right now embarking on what God is telling us now in our times. The
Archbishop’s letter last week is a step in that process. Our parish reconciliation service is this Sunday, December 16 starting at 2 PM. We will join the universal Church that is wounded and
bruised because of the failures of its leaders and shepherds, and to pray for our healing. Simultaneously, this day and time of reconciliation will be an integral part of our discernment process for the
future of our parish and school. As we discern, the first reality we face is that we as a parish have differences among us. Sometimes these differences have even led us to part ways with one another.
Hence, this parish reconciliation service will be an excellent opportunity to let the healing of God
touch us.
Further, as part of our discernment process, Chris Wegmann and team presented a school budget
for the next academic year 2019-2020, at the meeting of the joint councils of the parish on December 9, 2018. The budget has since been forwarded to the Education Office of the Archdiocese for
processing to check for its viability and approval. As this process goes forward, my thoughts are
what is God speaking to us amidst the many realities we face at many levels? As Pastor, my one
framework of listening to God is the reality of an uncertain future the parish itself faces for its stability. So join with me during this Advent time of preparation to listen, to discern what is His rhema
for us, the parishioners of St. James the Greater church? What is the future for this 165 old church
which stands majestically to ground this whole neighborhood? Let the process of discernment continue. Kindly be there at 2 PM on Sunday, 16 2018 for the “Body of Christ Reconciliation
Service.” From 2:30 PM, individual confessions will be available. Four priests will be waiting to
share with you God’s Mercy which will heal us: the Body of Christ of our parish, and the Body of
Christ as the Universal Church.

3rd Sunday of Advent
Pastor’s Notes Continued…
Finally two key important announcements: 1) you should not be having a Christmas Lunch all by
yourself or with your spouse or significant other. If you are all by yourself, kindly contact the parish
office or email me directly immediately. Let me assure you, we will have a spirit’s filled Christmas
Lunch. 2) The kitchen in the basement of the parish office building is fully functional. Hence, I
would request those groups that use or intend to use the kitchen in the future, to come to a common
understanding of their respective usage, utilization of space and responsibilities. The Stewardship
Committee will be in touch with you shortly regarding this.
Yours,
Fr. Rp

There is a promise of marriage between
Christina Jacob & Carl Poelker, I.

St. Vincent de Paul
Thanks to all who have taken an
ornament and returned it with a
gift card. There are still ornaments available and when you’re
ready to return them, please drop
in the offertory basket. You can also drop them by
the Parish Office as they are being held there until all
collected. If possible, try to bring them in this week
so the Vincentians have an idea of how much they
have and begin figuring out distribution. Reminder,
any amount is appreciated to Walmart, Aldi’s, Target, and McDonald’s. Also, it is not necessary to
turn in a gift card with an ornament.
There is a need for four comforters for teens. We
have been able to get sheets and blankets and the
beds we found at the thrift store, but comforters are
costly. If anyone would like to buy a twin-size comforter for a teen, it would be greatly appreciated. Or
maybe a few people go in on the purchase of one
comforter. No need to wrap it, just put by the Giving Tree or SVDP bins in the back of church and we
will pick it up. Thank you!

Last week our 2nd graders received the sacrament of first reconciliation. God bless: Lia
Sophia Bautista-Hernandez, Bryan Donovan,
Lily Whitten and Sienna Wong

Cosmic Bingo
Saturday, February 16, 2019
in the gymnasium
Doors open at 6:00 pm
and the event starts at 7:00 pm.
$20.00 in advance and $25.00 at the door.
Contact Mike Wood for all the info
at 314-660-3464
Prizes to all the winners.
Food and drinks will be for sale along with 50/50.
Come out to support your Knights Of Columbus.

Stewardship
Advent Books: There are still a few books left if
you haven’t picked yours up. The short reflections
are a great help in preparing for Christ’s birth.
Check the gifts table or the table on north side of
church for a copy.
Reconciliation & Reception: Our parish reconciliation service is this weekend and will begin at 2 PM
with praise and worship for 30 minutes. There will
be four priests hearing confessions until 4 PM.
From 2:30 PM on, there will be a reception in
Mary’s Room (parish office basement). Sort of an
extension of Yes, MAM, a time to mingle and visit.
For reconciliation, there is a hand out with a modern
refresher on the examination of conscience. There
will be music in the background, feel free to enjoy
this as well.
Christmas decorating will be after the 10:30 AM
Mass next week and has a very tight window due to
a concert being held in the church at 3 PM. Please
help if you have the time! The decorations have
been moved upstairs and a general plan has been decided upon, it should go quickly. Due to the concert
setting up risers, the majority of the poinsettias will
be placed Sunday evening. Most likely a 6PM start
to allow the concert to end and they clear out. Let
K2 know if you plan on helping during the “second
shift” decorating, so she can advise definite time.
Thanks in advance to those who will help!!!
New Parishioner Luncheon will be on the 13th after
10:30 AM Mass in the school cafeteria. Even if you
haven’t registered yet, please join us! It is a great
time to meet other new parishioners, hear about
some of the ministries, and take home a contact
sheet to reach the various ministries in the parish. Lunch is provided and it is free!
Munch ‘n Movie Night is the 22nd in the school
gym. We have popcorn, candy, soda, and beer. Plan
on joining us!
Yes, MAM is this weekend after each Mass. Thanks
to Jean Barry, Kathy Kelley and K2 Kelley for baking cookies. There will also be a hot chocolate bar
and, yes, there may be Bailey’s there. Be sure and
stop by to see what else is there!

Bill Ellingham, Jr.
Anita Emerson
Kelley Goersch
Tim Hayes
Barbara Burke
Tom Corbett
Larry Coyle
Holly DeBoard
Karen Devaney
Ralph Whitener
Jack Donovan
Sue Bussen
Renee Parmley
Jim Cuidon
Dan Bacinski
Charles McKinnis
Angela Ray
Richie Barbay
Audrey Anderson
Joan Droege
Jack McKinnis

Jim Barry
Ann Finnegan
Hayes Baroli
Kenneth Brunk
Mike Cardwell
Art Menendez
Kay McWilliams
Neil Pilla
Carol Wilson
Jeff Digger
Mike Eisenbath
Mary Ott
Candace Parmley
Lynne Fischer
Jane Guffey
Bruce Ranciglio
Mary Eubanks
Agnes Cooney
Rachel Ruggeri
Don Tucholski
Geraldine Swatek

Steve Baker
Nikki Barnes
Sam Brownfield
David Hunsche
Linda Nellesen
Martha Corwin
Henry Oakamura
Edward Quigley
Carolyn Kehm
Steve Vreeland
Dan Marquez
Ted Sinko
Jean Bohler
Amy Hester
Louis Monsivais
Mary Hoffmann
Leffert Schild
Tony Dolce
Gary Wibbels
Marilyn Mattick
Joe Barbay
Scott Schuettenberg Jennell Schuettenberg Susan Wessel
Please notify the Parish Office at: 314-645-0167 to add or
remove someone. Thank you!

Please pray for the safety and well being
of the following loved ones of our parishioners who have been called to military
service:
Mike Barbay
Eric Krystynak
Andrew Wash

Bryan Brunk
Matt Koeln
Ken Wash

Marea Brunk
Jack Meesey

Please contact the rectory at (314) 645-0167 to add or remove
someone.

AED Training
We will be placing an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) in Church within a few weeks. AEDs are used to
treat sudden cardiac arrest (SCA). SCA is a condition in
which the heart suddenly and unexpectedly stops beating.
Should an event like this occur, with an AED on premises
& correct use, it increases the chances of survival. The
class will be held (tentatively) on Tuesday, January 15
from 6-8 pm in the Fr. Flynn Room. We would like to
offer this class to any parishioners who are interested in
taking this training course. If you are interested, please
leave your name, email and/or phone number at the Parish Office (314) 645-0167 and you will be contacted prior
to the training session date. Space is limited. All costs are
being covered by the Athletic Association.

