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Letter from the Pastor
Dear Family and Friends of St Mark’s,
What a faith-filled and joyful past week!
Our 8th grade disciples led our school
assembly Monday in a meaningful memorial
prayer service for the recent victims of
shootings and the California fires. Thank you
for your initiative and spiritual leadership.
The school was filled with much joy yesterday
as so many parents and grandparents were
present for our Thanksgiving Feast! The noise
and chatter heard in the packed cafeteria during
dinner was certainly a gift for our community.
Thank you Mrs. Godfrey for your awesome
coordination.
Our Junior High youth are attending the ‘Arise’
retreat today at Bishop Kelly, please keep them
in your prayers.
Please also pray for our 2nd grade disciples as
they will be receiving their First Reconciliation
this Saturday. I was blessed to spend time with
the 2nd graders this week, as we role-played
the Sacrament of Reconciliation together. It
brought to mind a favorite mystic of
mine, Adrienne Von Speyer (1902-1967). In
her book Confession, she illustrates that while a
person confesses their sins, God is holding up
a mirror for them, so they can see their sins
more clearly. In actuality, it isn’t a mirror God

Letter from the Principal
Dear St. Mark’s Families,
What an amazing week! The 8 th graders
created a beautiful prayer service to
start our week honoring our veterans and
remembering lives lost to recent fires
and tragic events. The 3 rd through 5 th
graders sponsored a red, white and blue
fundraiser for two Catholic schools in
Florida devastated by recent hurricanes.
They raised $500!
It was wonderful to have a full house at
the Thanksgiving feast on Thursday. Mrs.
Godfrey, Chris Godfrey, Matt Dilsaver,
Annie Cox, the 8 th graders, and our
wonderful volunteers, Maggie Irvine,
Judy Schwer, Frank Glodowski, and Fred
Jarvis, provided a beautiful meal and
reminded us all how much we have to be
grateful for.
Early projected auction numbers are in
and the Second Chance Prom exceeded
expectations! The goal was a net profit
of $84,000 and it looks like the event
will net around $105,000! Thank you so
much for your generous support and thank
you to the Home and School Auction

is holding up, it is Jesus himself. The
illustration is beautiful for all of us to ponder,
‘how am I growing and being transformed into
the image and likeness of Christ?’
And, last but certainly not least, yesterday was
Principal Appreciation Day! If you haven’t
done so already, please reach out to Mrs.
Gordon, letting her know what a great job she
does. Mrs. Gordon, you are a gift!
May the light of Christ continue to shine into
the future through our children.
Father Ben

Committee!!
Hundreds of middle school students
gathered at Bishop Kelly High School
today for the 3 rd annual Junior High
Rally. The Holy Spirit was definitely in
attendance as our students joined in
song, praise, prayer, fun, and fellowship.
Next week is a two day week and then
we are off for Thanksgiving break. After
an incredibly busy week of meetings and
activities, I am reminded once again of
our incredible community of parents and
parishioners who dedicate so much of
their time and talent to our school. I am
truly thankful and blessed to be part of
the St. Mark’s family.
Have a blessed weekend.
Mrs. Gordon

Veteran's Day Prayer Service

Jr. High Rally

Student Spotlight

Lion Pride Recognition
Adabelle Hauck (2)
Jancinta Welp
Addison Walsh
Jett Cafferty
Amber Rowles
Kolbe Stroschein
Andrew Martin
Lilian Brady
Chloe Czarniecki
Lily Jones
Cooper Chapman
Mary Hankel
Daniel Ochoa
Paisley Henderson
Evie Cleereman
Patrick Bibbens (2)

Weekly Calendar
M onday, November 19
Tuesday, November 20
SCHOOL IS IN SESSION
Wednesday, November 21
Thanksgiving Break - No School
Thursday, November 22
Thanksgiving Day - No School

Friday, November 23
Thanksgiving Break - No School

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, November 28
8:30 a.m. Students Body Mass presented by Mrs. Judy's 6th grade
Friday, November 30
8:30 a.m. Late Start Friday

Home and School

Need Volunteer Hours for St. Marks School? Here is an easy way to earn some
volunteer hours and raise funds for St. Mark’s School!
St. Mark's School Scrip program is teaming up with St. Mark's Parish Giving Tree
program this year to help raise funds for the school. We need volunteers to help take
orders for gift cards when the Giving Tree Tags are selected after weekend Masses in
the coming weeks. Once all the Giving Tree Tags are distributed after Mass, we will have
a table setup to offer scrip gift cards for sale. After orders are taken, we will distribute the
scrip gift cards that have been ordered the following weeks.
To volunteer, see the Signup Genius here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4AACA82FA7FF2-stmarks
If you do not know how scrip works, we can explain it to you before your volunteer time.
We also hope we can get orders for St. Mark’s families Christmas shopping needs during
this time. Contact us with any questions at: StMarksSchoolScrip@outlook.com or Jeff
(913-579-8435) or Natosha Walsh (515-360-6912) by phone.
Thank y ou to all our families who s upported our Blaze Pizza
Community N ight.

Father Daughter Sweetheart Dance
This year's Father Daughter Sweetheart Dance is scheduled
for February 23. Since many of us do shopping on the Friday
after Thanksgiving, I thought it might be helpful to get word
out about our need for raffle prizes ahead of time, in case
anyone wants to take advantage of the sales to grab an item
or two! We are going to be doing another raffle this year,
and we are looking for donated items. These can be toys,
games, DVD’s, gift certificates, etc. that your daughters OR
their dads would enjoy! (We want to include our wonderful
dads in the fun by having prizes for them as well!) Please feel
free to contact me with any questions or if you would like to
be involved with the event!
Thank you,
Becky Sippy
becky.sippy@yahoo.com

Online Auction items still available - If you are
interested in purchasing an item, please contact
stmarksdonations@gmail.com
CAMP LIONS
Sand, Slime & Squish – M rs. Jankowski & M rs. Jensen – Grades K-5, 6 spaces
Have an oozy, squishy time playing with kinetic sand, different kinds of slime (yes, there
are different kinds!), gel beads, cloud dough and other materials to delight your senses.
Use molds, tools, or just your hands to squish, squoosh & squeeze to your heart’s
content. You’ll get to take some stuff home with you, too.
Lego Camp – M rs. Brady & M rs. Russell – Grades K-6, 4 spaces
Legos. Need we say more? It’s pretty simple: T here will be lots of Legos, and you get to
build with them. Build by yourself or do a joint build with friends. Whatever you want. It’s a

Lego-lover’s dream come true! Each camper will take home a little Lego kit.
Nerfed! – Coach Schaffeld and M ike A (parish Youth M inister) – Grades 6-8, 3
spaces
Less than 10 minutes from St. Mark’s is the awesomeness known as Nerfed Boise. It’s an
indoor Nerf arena where you and your fellow campers can fight a Nerf war where no one
gets hurt but everyone has an amazing time. Students will be transported to and from
Nerfed, back to St. Mark’s.
M ystery Dessert Party – M rs. Judy, M rs. Schuette, and M rs. Wolbach – Grades 58, 7 spaces
Don’t be clueless! Join us for an evening of mystery, suspense and mayhem. We will
dress in costumes, have dessert, and try to figure out who committed the crime. It will be
a fun evening that will keep you guessing to the very end.
Cake Decorating 101 – M rs. Brinegar, M rs. Rivas, M rs. Van and M rs. Gordon –
Grades 2-8, 9 spaces
This one involves cake so you know it’s going to be good. Campers will learn how to frost
and decorate a cake using several different tips. Y ou’ll get to take home an apron
you’ve decorated, as well as your own set of tips to wow your family with your
cakedecorating skills.
Spa - M rs. Bernstein, M rs. Godfrey and the BK Cheerleaders - Grades 2-5, 10
spaces
A fun night for your kids! Relax and enjoy having your nails painted and hair styled!
Campers will even make a sugar body scrub and take home a goody bag!
M ad Scientist - M rs. Behrend and M rs.Boesiger - Grades K-5, 6 spaces
Mrs. Behrend and Mrs. Boesiger are excited to take you on an evening of exploring
science! Join us for the fun!
Auction items available for purchase, email StM arksDonations@gmail.com to
bid:
#110- Eagle Acupuncture- Initial visit + treatment with Tony Burris– Value $195
#137- Tree City Family Dental- Duston Connaughton- Dental Exam, Digital XRays and In-office Zoom Whitening Treatment- 7301 Emerald Street- value $720
#204- Peterson Flashpoint Photography- Outdoor photo session for your familyvalue $300
#208- Boise Cities (BC) Krav Maga- 2 weeks of classes -Eagle, ID- Value $200
#245- ATA Martial Arts- 3 weeks of Taekwondo classes with uniform- value $75
#246- ATA Martial Arts- 3 weeks of Taekwondo classes with uniform- value $75
#247- ATA Martial Arts- 2 weeks of unlimited Krav M aga classes- value $60
#248- ATA Martial Arts- 2 weeks of unlimited Krav M aga classes- value $60
#249- ATA Martial Arts- 2 weeks of Kickboxing classes- value $60
#250- ATA Martial Arts- 2 weeks of Kickboxing classes- value $60
#279- Raptor Reef- 4 admission tickets to Raptor Reef Family Fun Park-Hayden,
Idaho-expires April 30, 2019- value $97

Volunteer Opportunities

Looking to get more involved? St. Mark's Home and School Association is looking for a
detail-oriented, self-motivated, and enthusiastic individual to take over coordinating St.
Mark's scrip program.. Scrip is a program where individuals buy gift cards and a portion
of the funds comes back to St. Mark's. The current coordinator estimates the time
commitment at approximately 30 hours over the school year, and is available to help train
the new coordinator over the next few months.. Please contact Brenda Bauges at
bbauges@gmail.com if you are interested in this position.
Coffee Hour Coordinator - Looking for a volunteer to coordinate the
School’s Coffee Hours the 4th Sunday of the months that school is in
session. Please contact the School Office for details.
Our maintenance department is seeking a volunteer to vacuum the main elementary
hallway after school on T hursdays. Please contact the School Office to volunteer. T akes
about half an hour and time goes toward your Volunteer Hour requirement.

Lunch Room Volunteers
NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (19)—Glodowski, Huskinson
Tuesday (20)—Newman, Baltazar, Schwehr, Irvine
St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY
OF SCHOOL!
3 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY to make the lunchroom
experience enjoyable for all. Volunteers work from 11:10-12:45 and are given a free
lunch. SIGN UP in the BLUE BINDER in the School Office.
Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:20 (K-2); 11:40 (3-5); 12:00 (6-8)

News
Thank you to Mrs. Godfrey, our 8th graders, our amazing volunteers
(Frank Glodowski, Judy Schwehr, Maggie Irvine, Fred Jarvis, Chris
Godfrey) & Matt, Mrs. Cox, Mr. Rossi and Coach Schaffeld who helped set
up, cook, serve and clean up for the Thanksgiving Feast. Thank you to all
the parents who came to support our school and have lunch with their
students during this annual traditional lunch event.

Please send a warm coat, hat and gloves with your
child everyday for recess and walking to Mass on
Wednesdays. IT IS TOO COLD for students to only be
wearing sweatshirts outside.
SHORTS ARE NO LONGER ALLOWED AFTER THE
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY. MRS. GORDON WILL LET
STUDENTS KNOW IN THE SPRING WHEN THEY CAN
WEAR SHORTS AGAIN.
S unday S cho o l Mass – S unday, No vember 25 th at 11:00am
Our students have the opportunity to host the Mass on Sunday, November 25 at
the 11:00am Mass. This is the Sunday after Thanksgiving, so I would love to have
it organized and ready before the holiday fun begins. The students will be
serving, reading and greeting at this Mass so there are many opportunities for
them to be involved. We will need 8 readers (2 for the readings & 6 for the
petitions), 8 greeters, 4 altar servers and a family to bring up the gifts. Students
who have assigned parts in the Mass should plan to be at the church at 10:30am
on Sunday morning wearing their uniform. Please email Katie Stroschein at
kstroschein@stmarksboise.org to volunteer for these positions. Thank you!
Art project from Grades K-3 are on display at the Church. Stop by and check out are
talented and budding artists.
The December Lunch M enu is now available.
A big THANK YOU to all the great volunteers who helped make our Book Fair a success. This
year we raised $2,000 for new library books. Our volunteers were: Lauryn Temple, Randye
Duggan, Marisela Baca, Kelley Conner, Vena Vosquez, April Fagerson, Vanessa Baltazar, Lisa
Andrews, Jen Newman, Liseanne Kelly, Gloria Chavier, Laurie Rodgers, Amanda LaMott, Lorraine
Burkey, Katie Cleereman, Tina Kasper, Mrs. Godfrey (for baking muffins and providing lemonade

for the family event) and Allen Rossi.
Thank you to our 3rd, 4th & 5th graders for organizing Monday's red, white & blue Dress
Up Day to support Catholic schools in Florida affected by hurricanes. They raised $504.80!
Thank you students for all your support of this fundraiser.
Congratulations to Paul Agamba and Elaina
Herrmann! They won the local division of the VFW
Patriot’s Pen essay contest. Paul won first place and
Elaina won second. Their essays will move on to the
district, and hopefully state competition. We
appreciate their willingness to read their essays
after Mass on Wednesday, so the school and parish
could hear them.

Tune in to Salt and Light Catholic Radio every Monday morning to
listen to the new Morning Light show! Brian Howell, former St. Mark's
parent, will be the morning host.

Parenting the Love and Logic Way Brochure

Kn igh ts of th e W eek!
Faculty and Staff can nominate any student they have
witnessed demonstrating the BK W ay attributes of Faith, Safe and
Caring Place, Academic Excellence, Activities, Honor, Generosity,
Community, and Partnership. Bishop Kelly Students can nominate
Faculty and Staff who they feel demonstrate these qualities.
Congratulations to this week's Knights of the W eek!
Cora Feen ey - Gen erosity - Cora has gone out of her way to
be very helpful in class from making quizlets and sharing those
with other student to also helping other in class understand
information we are covering. She always does this with a smile on
her face.

Thank you to the students and their families who helped on Saturday
with our Rake Up Boise assignments and then stayed to work on the
school grounds. A special thank you to Mrs. and Mrs. Gordon and their
son Michael and daughter Erin and friend Kyle for spending the day
spreading bark, raking leaves and cleaning the planters and grounds.

Dear Parents:
I had the pleasure of meeting many of your children as they visited the GREETER table
at the Ministry Fair held at the school on Monday 15 October. We now have a training
scheduled for Sunday 18 November at 9.30 am for those of you who are interested in
joining the GREETER ministry. It’s a great ministry for the whole family. We ask that you
greet once a month at a date of your choice at the Mass that you and your family usually
attend. Please email us at stmarksgreeter@gmail.com if you think this is the right
ministry for your family.
Thanks!
Cathy Reckmeyer

Teresa Barnes

Ms. Jen, our school counselor, has requested 250 16 oz. empty water bottles for a project
she will doing with our students. Please send them to school by December 10th .
The December monthly calendar is ready for viewing.

Sports

November
26
5/6GBB (blue) v. St. Paul’s
7GBB v. Fremont
8GBB @ Fremont
27
Wrestling @ Middleton
28
5/6GBB (blue) v. St. Ignatius (maroon)
7GBB @ Emmett
8GBB v. Emmett
29
5/6GBB (white) v. Sacred Heart
7GBB v. Lone Star
8GBB @ Lone Star
December
3
7GBB v. Nampa West
8GBB @ Nampa West
4
5/6GBB (white) v. Cole Valley (silver)
5
7GBB @ Vallivue
8GBB v. Vallivue
10-12 7GBB T ournament @ Emmett
8GBB T ournament @ East Valley

Preschool Happenings

Preschooler Gobblers
Our Preschoolers came over to the Big
School on Thursday for our Thanksgiving
Feast. They were disguised as turkeys
and gobbled down the hall into the gym to
meet their parents.

Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter
text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to 42828 to sign up
OR
Click here to sign up for Parish Newsletter

Click here to upload the Parish Bulletin for November 18
Our T hanksgiving Day Mass this T hursday, November 22nd, at 10:30am. Y ou are
welcome to bring a food item, bottle of wine, baked goods etc, to Mass for a blessing.
Join our special guest, Kevin Laughlin on Tuesday the
20th at 7:00pm as he walks us through how to make the
perfect pie. He will also share his family’s tradition of
combining prayer with baking. AND you will receive your
own St. Elizabeth of Hungary (patron Saint of bakers)
prayer and recipe card. Baking with the Saints (and Kevin)! This Tuesday at 7:00pm.
Child care will be available.
The tags for the Giving Tree are up on the board by Donoghue Hall.
Listed on each tag is the age, gender and gift request for the
recipient along with if it is to be wrapped or not. The gifts can be
dropped off at St. Marks during Masses starting December 1st and will
be collected until December 16th. If you have any questions about the
tag you picked, feel free to give Sarah Kirkendall a call at 208-8666200. This year we have teamed up with the St. Mark’s School SCRIP
Gift Card Program. A percentage of the gift card will go to benefit
St. Mark’s School. If you would like to purchase a gift card for the
program or for your own Christmas list, representatives from St.
Mark’s School SCRIP Program will be available to assist you in
ordering them. It’s a great way to get some Christmas Shopping done,
without the stress of going to multiple stores and it benefits the
school!
HELP! There are needy children, teens and adults who are suffering from the cold. The
St. Vincent de Paul organization has a box in the parish office foyer just for the purpose
of collecting gently used winter coats. PLEASE be generous... No one should have to
face the cold without warm clothing. The needy, St.Vincent dePaul, and Jesus are
counting on you!

Notes from the Nurse

A Thanksgiving Prayer
God of all blessings, source of all life, giver of all grace:
We thank you for the gift of life:
for the breath that sustains life,
for the food of this earth that nurtures life,
for the life-giving love of family and friends.
We thank you for the mystery of creation:
for the beauty of the Earth that the eye can see,
for the unfolding universe that draws us beyond our imaginings.
We thank you for the communities to which we belong:
for families, for friends,
for neighbors and for companions at work.
We thank you for the strangers who welcome us into their lives and whom we invite to be
part of ours.
We thank you for our brothers and sisters of all ages, all races, all nations and all faiths.
We thank you for the multitude of ways that you call us to steward the gifts of creation
and to serve others in your name.
We thank you for this day, for the companionship we share and the bountiful goodness
of the bread we break together.
God of all goodness, we pray in thanks for your presence among us as we gather

together, and your promise to be with us now and always. AMEN
(from Catholic Health Association of the United States)
Happy Thanksgiving from your school nurses!
Saint Alphonsus School Health Program
Through the St. Alphonsus Sc hool Health Program, Mrs. Miller, our sc hool nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Thursdays and Mrs.
Plac ido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Tuesdays.

Notes from the Counselor
Do You Let Your Child Take Charge of Homework?
In homes everywhere, parents and kids argue about homework. To avoid conflict, some parents
simply do the homework for their children! Are you making sure your child takes responsibility for
homework? Answer yes or no to each question below to find out:
___1. Have you told your child that homework is their responsibility? You offer support, but don’t
do the work.
___2. Does your child have a regular study time every day? Do they do schoolwork work during
that time?
___3. Do you give your child some choice in how they do homework, such as choosing which
subject to tackle first?
___4. Do you look over your child’s homework to see that it’s finished?
___5. Do you contact the teacher if your child faces regular struggles with homework?
How well are you doing? More yes answers mean your child is taking responsibility for
homework. For no answers, try those ideas.
Joe Lipetzky Psy.D.
Ms. Jen Boehm. LCPC
Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Mrs. Jen Boehm, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

