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Thank you to Mrs. Jensen and the Kindergarten
Class for inviting me to lunch! I enjoyed
breaking bread with you!

Letter from the Pastor
Dear Parent and Friends of St. Mark’s,
There is a scene in Mel Gibson’s “Passion of
the Christ” movie, where one of the criminals,
who has just been given his cross and fights
against it, looks over at Jesus, who is
embracing his cross and asks the question,
“why are you embracing your cross?”
What cross(es) are we embracing? What areas
of our lives do we experience the cross most
profoundly? They could be marriage issues,
death of a loved one, joblessness, depression,
scandal in the church, hate toward another,
etc. Do we embrace these miseries or stuff
them under the proverbial ‘rug?’

Letter from the Principal
Dear St. Mark’s Families,
I am excited to announce that we have
filled our facilities manager position! Our
kitchen manager Allen Rossi will take over
for Andy Williams. Kristin Godfrey, one of
our instructional aides and kitchen helper,
will be our kitchen manager. I am now
looking to fill Mrs. Godfrey’s position with a
highly qualified instructional aide.
You are all invited to participate in the
Night of Mercy tomorrow evening after the
5 o’clock Mass. We have been praying the
novena that went home last week as an
entire school. In light of all that’s happened
in recent weeks in our Church, in our
community, our country and in the world I
know it will be a beautiful evening as we
gather as a community in prayer.

St Paul speaks about it like this “I rejoice in my
sufferings for your sake…filling up what is
lacking in the cross of Christ on behalf of his
body the church” (Col 1.24).

The students have completed the first
week of MAP testing and will finish next
week. The teachers are looking forward to
analyzing the results in order to best meet
the needs of our students. Students will
have an opportunity to learn about their
scores and set goals for the spring testing.
Results will be shared with you at
Parent/Teacher Conferences at the end of
the quarter.

Can we take own our suffering or our crosses,
suffer with them and journey with them to
God? “This is the call to the body of Christ.

The dinner auction is fast approaching. I
hope to see all of you at The Grove East
on October 27th . Please check Friday

The Lord instructs us to “whoever wishes to
come after me must deny himself, take up his
cross and follow me” (Mk 8.34).

We are to surround one another, to press into
one another’s pain, to offer the gift of our
presence. Sometimes sitting silently alongside
someone is the best gift we can give.”
(Beautiful Mercy, Dynamic Catholic)
Tomorrow night as we comfort the afflicted in
our Mercy Night, we recognize misery comes
in many forms, and relieving misery in the
hearts of others is a beautiful act of mercy that
we are called to do. We will embark on a
journey of mercy together. We don’t run from
the pain or misery of others, but we gather as
community to pray and journey together. With
Christ, we love one another, through misery
we experience.
We will pray for all of those affected by abuse,
for those suffering with any type of affliction
and for one another, as we come together as
the body of Christ.
Mercy Night at St. Mark’s, Saturday,
September 15th at 6:30
May the light of Christ continue to shine into
the future through our children.
Fr. Ben

Student Spotlight

Facts for volunteer opportunities, visit
www.stmarkauction.com and look for
special emails each Tuesday about our
Second Chance Prom night.
Have a blessed weekend.
Peace,
Donna Gordon

Mrs. Russell's 4th grade has Fun Friday Reading every Friday for 45 minutes to promote
interest in reading. The 4th graders don headlamps, turn out the lights and get
comfortable so they can spend . The students report that it's fun and they get to practice
the skills that they've learned in class.

Has your student done something amazing that you'd like to share with the School Community? Send
an email to schooloffice@stmarksboise.org with a picture and a description and we'll feature them in
our newsletter.

Lion Pride Recognition

Congratulations to this week's Lion Pride Winners:
Ashley Hall
Hope Russell
Julia Baerlocher (2)
Ava Trana
Ben Boroff
Joe Hippler
Sunny Carpenter
Hadley Smith
Paul Agamba
Cadence Blue
Madison Hutchinson
Emma Schaffner
Paisley Henderson
Jack Richardson
Ander Lete

Weekly Calendar
Tuesday, September 18
Fall MAP Testing
6:00-8:00 p.m. St. Mark's School Community Night at LaCreme Yogurt at Eagle Road &
Ustick
Wednesday, September 19
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Schuette's 6th grade class
Fall MAP Testing
Thursday, September 20
Fall MAP Testing
TVCS Principals' Meeting
Friday, September 21
8:30 a.m. Late Start Friday
$1 Optional Spirit Day
Fall MAP Testing
Progress Reports Issued on Rediker - Full Day of School
TVCS Principals' Meeting
7:00-9:00 p.m. 7/8 TVCS Dance @ St. Mary's
Saturday, September 22
Fall Begins

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, September 26
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Brady's 5th grade
Friday, September 28
8:30 a.m. Late Start Friday
Individual Student Photos (Free Modest Dress per Dress Code)

Home and School
Need to order Spirit Wear, M iddle School polos or sweatshirts, go
online to our Spirit Store. Online Store is open through the end of September
for delivery to the school mid-October. The mornings are starting to be cool so
don't forget to order your sweatshirts soon.

BOXTOP$ - We are asking students to talk with their family and friends in different states
and ask them to send in one or more BoxTop$ post marked from their state. If we get all
50 states, we will have a free dress day! Also, don't forget to send in the BoxTop$
that you have been collecting over the summer as well and add them to the container
under the counter by the School Office. Deadline for bringing or sending in,
is October 19th.

Watch this space for important
information about the 2018 Dinner
Auction coming your way on
Saturday, October 27.

Early Bird Special for Dinner Auction Tickets
Table for $650
Individual Tickets $70
Rates good through September 18
After September 18
Tables for $750
Individual Tickets $75
Get Your 6 Dinner Auction volunteer hours by clicking here to see where you
are needed. Especially needed are volunteers for the Monthly Dinners.
Click on the link to find all the information you need to volunteer.
Donations: We are also looking for donations for plane tickets/airline miles and
wines from local wineries.
Needed: quart-sized wide mouth mason jars for Dinner Auction project.

Visit our Dinner Auction website at www.stmarksauction.com to find out
all the fun things that will be happening at the event and volunteer opportunities.
Raffle Tickets were sent home last week with students. Prize details and incentives
are in the attached document. If you need extra sheets, they are available outside the
School Office.

Top class winning a class party is Mrs. Behrend's 7th grade class by selling 42 tickets
The following students have joined the $100 Club:
Rose Fulford - 31 tickets
Rose DiRocco - 30 tickets
Nathan Dunlap - 24 tickets
Top individual sellers can come to office for a prize out of the prize basket
Grades Preschool - 5th has sold $365 toward their $9,000 goal
Grades 6 - 8 have sold $540 toward their $6,000 goal

Volunteer Opportunities
Diaper bank Community Service Hours for Students
What: Service hours opportunity for Middle School Students
When: 3rd Wednesday after school. First session will be Wednesday,
September 19. Meet at the office and you will be directed where we
will work.
Details: Help sort large quantities of diapers into packages of 20, by
size, for St. Marks parish food bank. Plan on spending 1-1.5 hours to
complete. Contact Meredith Dean-Dickson at
marydean1307@hotmail.com with questions.
Thank you to Gloria Chavier for volunteering to head the Garden Ministry. She will be
organizing "W ork Day W eekends" and will need large numbers of volunteers to help get our
grounds ready for the winter season.
We are still looking for a volunteer to vacuum the main hallway of the school
Monday-Friday after 3:00 p.m. Contact the School Office if you are
interested.
Coffee Hour Coordinator - Looking for a volunteer to coordinate the School’s Coffee
Hours the 4th Sunday of the months that school is in session. Please contact the School
Office for details.

Lunch Room Volunteers
NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (17)—Glodowski, Colwell
Tuesday (18)—Schwehr
Wednesday (19)—Schindele, Valuet
Thursday (20)—Cox, Colwell
Friday (21)—Webster, Martin
St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY
OF SCHOOL!
3 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY to make the lunchroom
experience enjoyable for all. Volunteers work from 11:10-12:45 and are given a free
lunch. SIGN UP in the BLUE BINDER in the School Office.
Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:20 (K-2); 11:40 (3-5); 12:00 (6-8)

News
Student Body Mass on Wednesday, September 19 will be held in the
school auditorium @ 8:30 a.m.

If your child is absent from school, please call 208-375-6654 or email
schooloffice@stmarksboise.org by 8:30 a.m. Students marked absent and not called in
will receive a phone call or email from the School Office.
Safe Environment Workshop News Update - After you have taken a LIVE
CLASS, each year thereafter you must complete an Catholic Mutual Group
(https://boise.cmgconnect.org) module.

1. Log into your CMG account and go to "My Trainings". This will
take you to the page shown above.
2. The first year you must take the "Renewal Training" module
3. If you have signed up to drive on field trips, you must take the
"Defensive Driving Curriculum" a one-time module
4. The following years after you have taken the Renewal Training
module, you choose one of the additional modules (one each year)
If you move, change your email address or phone number or any other contact
information, please make sure to log into PlusPortals and update your
demographics. This is extremely important if the school needs to get a hold of
you if your child is ill and to make sure you get all the school notifications each
week.
Individual Student Pictures will be taken on Friday, September 28. Order
forms were sent home with students today and the form is attached.
Students may wear Free Dress that is in line with our Uniform Dress
Code.
Do you have a boy 1st-5th grade? Is he interested in being a Cub Scout? Pack 94
has their first meeting September 21st at 6:30pm in the gym at St. Mark's. Come
out and see what it's all about. Contact Nicholas or Christen Rowles for more
information. Nicholas.Rowles@gmail.com or Christenrowles@gmail.com or by
phone at (208)484-2948
Prompted by the inauguration of the Humanitarian Bowl in 1997, John Sterling started the
Sterling Humanitarian Award to recognize a student in each of the four Catholic elementary
schools who best exemplified the characteristics and values of a Humanitarian. The 8th
Grade student is selected by the individual school and the award is presented at a student
Mass in December. The award consists of a scholarship to Bishop Kelly and a plaque of

recognition.
The award has been supported by generous donations from a number of Catholic families in
Boise and the total amount received is divided among the winners evenly. The average
amount of the scholarship has been $1500-$1800. Since the inception of the award these
funds have total more than $86,000.00 W ith the addition of St. Ignatius school in 2017
and St. Paul’s in 2018, the support of additional families from all the schools will enable to
program to continue and the amount of the scholarship to be maintained and even
increased.
For more information talk to your school principal or call John Sterling 208-761-9335 or
Lynne Sterling at 208-867-1501.

Last week of MAP Testing. Please make sure your child(ren) get a good nights
sleep and a healthy breakfast to do their best during the testing periods.

Do you have uniform clothes at home that are too small for your student? Our Uniform
Closet can always use varied sizes of polos and uniform pants for students who need a
change of clothes during the day.
Oktoberfest Mass – Saturday, September 29th at 5:00pm
Our students have the opportunity to host the Mass on the night of the
Oktoberfest. The students will be serving, reading, singing and
greeting at this Mass so there are many opportunities for them to be
involved. We will need 8 readers (2 for the readings & 6 for the
petitions), 8 greeters, 4 altar servers and a family to bring up the
gifts. All students who attend the Mass are invited to sing a song at
the end of the Mass. We will practice the song at the school Mass on
Wednesday and then directly before the Mass begins at 4:45 on
Saturday. Any student who helps at the Mass and wears their uniform
will earn a free dress pass. Students who have assigned parts in the
Mass should plan to be at the church at 4:30 on Saturday
night.
Please email Katie Stroschein at
kstroschein@stmarksboise.org to volunteer for these positions. Stay
for the delicious Oktoberfest dinner & parish celebration to follow!

Sports
September
17 7VB @ Fremont (Kuna)
8VB v. Fremont
19 7VB v. Emmett
8VB @ Emmett
FB v. East Valley Middle School
20 XC @ Nampa South (Lakeview Park)
21 7/8 TVCS Dance @ St. Mary's
24 7VB @ Lone Star
8VB v. Lone Star
26 7VB @ Nampa West
8VB v. Nampa West @ BK
FB @ Nampa West Middle School
27 XC @ Quaryy View Park (TVCS host)
October
1 7VB v. Vallivue
8VB @ Vallivue
2 FB v. Kuna
XC District Meet @ Mt. Home
6 7VB Tournament @ Lone Star
8VB Tournament @ Middleton
10 FB Cross Over Game

Preschool Happenings

Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter
text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to 42828 to sign up
OR
Click here to sign up for Parish Newsletter
Click here to upload the Parish Bulletin for September 16
Idaho Catholic Women's Conference will hold it's annual event on Saturday, October 13
at St. Mark's Parish from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Click on the link for details of the event.

Evangelization Retreat is October 5-7
Oktoberfest and Fun Run is September 29

Feast of St. Francis and the Blessing of Animals We celebrate the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi on October 4th. T o commemorate this animal loving Saint, Father Ben will offer a
blessing for our parish pets on his feast day at 6:00pm. We will gather in the courtyard.
Ministry Fair—October 14th, 9:30-1:00pm Where do you fit? If you need help
discerning your call for ministry involvement, join us for the Encounter on
October 9th at 7:00pm. We will offer the Gifts Assessment to all attendees. How is
God asking you to share your gifts?

Notes from the Nurse
It is time to do our yearly vision screening for all 1st, 3rd,
5th, and 7th grade students. We will also be happy to
screen any referrals that teachers may have from other
grades. The LIONS are kind enough to lend us the
screening machines. We will start the screenings first thing in the morning.
Friday, September 21st - St.Mark's
___________________________________________
ATTENTION PARENTS!
As a busy parent, keeping your child healthy and safe is always a top priority. This
information will help you recognize, respond to, and minimize the risk of concussion or
other serious brain injury.
A concussion is a type of traumatic brain injury (TBI) caused by a bump, blow, or jolt to
the head, OR by a hit to the body that causes the head and brain to move quickly back
and forth. This fast movement can cause the brain to bounce around or twist in the skull,
creating chemical changes in the brain and sometimes stretching and damaging the
brain cells. Children and teens who continue to play while having concussion symptoms
or who return to play too soon-- while the brain is still healing--have a greater chance of
getting another concussion. A repeat concussion that occurs while the brain is still
healing from the first injury can be very serious and can affect a child or teen for a
lifetime. It can even be fatal. It is also very important for parents to report concussions
that may have occurred off school campus so that we can all work together in observing,
planning and participating in the healing process of your child. For more information, tips
and symptoms download the CDC HEADS UP fact sheet
at www.cdc.gov/headsup/youthsports/parents.html and keep it in your first aid kit or with
your sports equipment. You can also download the free CDC HEADS UP app to get
concussion information at your fingertips. Go to the CDC HEADS UP website to
download. In addition, there are local resources:
Saint Alphonsus STARS program is an excellent local resource for information,
assessment and treatment. www.starspt.org/services/brain-injury-rehabilitation/ or call
208 377-7000
St Luke’s concussions clinic offers evaluation and management of concussions. You can
visit stlukesonline.org/concussion or call 208 381-2665.
Linda Miller, RN
Saint Alphonsus School Health Program
Through the St. Alphonsus Sc hool Health Program, Mrs. Miller, our sc hool nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Thursdays and Mrs.
Plac ido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Tuesdays.

Notes from the Counselor
What does respect look like?

Your child’s daily dealings with adults and kids alike will be more pleasant if they speak and act
respectfully. Try these tops for helping them to learn about respect.
Respectful replies. Think about something that you and your child disagree on (say, whether his
video game time should be limited). Model having a respectful discussion about it. You might say
that his brain and body are growing and that he needs to run and play to stay healthy. Then,
suggest a respectful response, such as, “I want to be healthy, but I love video games.” Have them
brainstorm other situations where people have different opinions but still speak to each other with
respect.
Everyday Acts. When you mow the lawn or clean up after your dog, you can teach your child
about respect for neighbors. Explain that keeping your neighborhood clean and neat makes it nice
for everyone. Ask them to think of other respectful things neighbors should do. If you share an
apartment laundry room, they might say that you respect neighbors’ time by removing your
clothes when they’re done so others get to use the washers and dryers.
Joe Lipetzky Psy.D.
Ms. Jen Boehm. LCPC
Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Mrs. Jen Boehm, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

