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Letter from the Pastor

Dear Parents and Friends of St. Mark’s,

Welcome to our new students and families, as well as to all our returning families!

How great to have our school bustling with so much activity, especially with all the renovations
made possible by many hands and minds over the summer months. The Holy Spirit is certainly
active in our parish school!

I would like to invite all of you, with our parish and school community, to join the bishops of the
United States as they focus on the theme “Stay With Us” throughout this next academic
year. In particular, the Scripture I’d like us to focus on is the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24.13.35).

As you have probably read or heard, out of those who consider themselves part of the
nonaffiliated (NONES) religious, most made a choice to stop their belief by the time they
reached the age of 13! Formation of our children in the divine truth of Jesus is crucially
important for their future lives as adult Catholics!

What are we to do?

First, pray! Secondly, make Sacred Scripture a part of our day, with our children. Take the
Gospel of Luke, and digest small parts daily as a family, before bed. Ask your children
questions about what you read. From the Road to Emmaus, ask the question: “In what areas of
my life have I seen the Risen Lord?” Maybe it was the birth of a child, your wedding day, or
during a particularly difficult time in life when a friend reached out.  Hopefully you’ve also seen
Him during Mass or by going to confession. How do we make ourselves disposed to be able to
see Christ alive in our lives? 

Answering such questions and being able to see how God is relevant in our daily lives, is what
our school strives to do.

May the light of Christ continue to shine into the future through our children!



Father Ben

Dear St. Mark’s Families,

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! After a summer of transforming the school, I
can’t express how happy I am to see your children fill the classrooms and hallways.
Seeing so many of you at the back to school barbecue was one of the highlights of my
summer. I would like to sincerely welcome all of our new families to St. Mark’s:

The Aguilera Family The Donnelly Family The LaBrie Family
The Smith Family The Bachmeier Family The Downing Family
The Lankford Family The Privon Family The Snelling Family
The Dudgeon Family The Lowman Family The Punnoose Family
The Stech-Wilding Family The Bresina Family
The Dumont Family The Lutzow Family The Rasquinha Family
The Surbeck Family The Callihan Family The Dyson Family
The Martinez Family The Ream Family The Thompson Family
The Campbell Family The Gunther Family The Milanowski Family
The Reynard Family The Tran Family The Chilton Family
The Inouye Family The Miller Family The Richardson-Mills Family The Walborn Family
The Cope Family The Kaschmitter Family
The Myrick Family The Rubalcava Family The Wilson Family
The Deed Family The Koewler Family The Paz Family
The Schaller Family The Wing Family The Derito Family
The Penna Family The Seatz Family The Yogerst Family
The Perez Family The Blaine Family

With so many new families this year, I would like to have a special gathering 30
minutes before the Back to School Night event on September 3rd. That event is
scheduled to start at 6:30, so I would like all new families to meet in the auditorium
at 6:00 pm. An invitation will be sent out next week.

Please join me in welcoming our two new teachers – Mrs. Erin Martin and Ms. Amanda
Duell. Their bios can be found in this edition of Friday Facts. Mrs. Martin is a part-
time teacher who will be teaching middle school math and 6th-grade STREAM. She will
also be offering intervention help in the lower grades. Ms. Duell joins us as our new
kindergarten teacher.

As we begin the school year, I have a few reminders regarding our dress code policy,
attendance policy, and our drop-off and pick-up routines:

~ Please no neon, light-up, or sparkling shoes, and no sandals
~ All socks should be solid black, navy or white (no Elite socks)
~ Students may be dropped off at school starting promptly at 7:30. Please DO NOT
drop your children off before this time.
~ Please do not park your cars in front of the school during drop-off and pick-up times
(7:30 – 8:15 & 2:45-3:15)
~ Never leave your vehicles unattended in the drop–off lanes. We will escort your
children to you. You must be able to move your car forward as space allows to prevent



a back-up onto Northview Street.
~ If you must come into the school or would like to pick your child up from their
teacher, please park your car in the available parking spaces.

I appreciate everyone’s patience as we get acclimated to the school’s policies and
procedures. I am looking forward to our second week of school on Monday. Have a
blessed weekend, and thank you so much for choosing St. Mark’s. Go Lions!

Donna Gordon

Student Spotlight

WELCOME to all our new
families, students and staff.

WELCOME BACK to all our
returning families, students and staff.

Lion Pride Recognition

Congratulations to this week's winners:



Weekly Calendar

Tuesday, August 27
5:00 p.m. SEW @ St. Mark's School

Wednesday, August 28
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Ms. Enrico's 8th grade class
Mrs. Gordon's Birthday

Friday, August 30
8:30 a.m. Late Start Friday
Parker Portraits Individual School Pictures (Free Modes Dress per Dress Code)

Upcoming Events

Monday, September 2
Labor Day - No School

Tuesday, September 3
6:30 p.m. Back to School Night in Auditorium (parents only)

Wednesday, September 4
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Souza's 8th grade

Friday, September 6
8:30 a.m. Late Start Friday
Spirit Day

Home and School

Check out our Check out our Dinner Auction website  for website  for
information about our biggest Communityinformation about our biggest Community
Event on October 26 at Boise  Centre  East.Event on October 26 at Boise  Centre  East.

Volunteer Opportunities

Mr. Rossi, our Facilities Mgr, is seeking help this Saturday, August 24, from 10:00 a.m. -
2:00 p.m. to install new papertowel dispensers around the school (2 adults). He also
needs 6 adults to help install basketball poles and hoops (must be able to lift 25-75
lbs.) Please email arossi@stmarksboise.org to sign up.

Mr. Rossi is seeking volunteers to vacuum the hallways of the
Elementary and Middle Schools eacher day after school is dismissed. It
is approximately an hour commitment each day. You can volunteer for 1-
5 days each week. Please email arossi@stmarksboise.org to sign up.

https://stmarks.afrogs.org/#/index


Lunch Room Volunteers

NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (26)—
Tuesday (27)—
Wednesday (28)—
Thursday (29)—
Friday (30)—
St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY
OF SCHOOL!
3 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY to make the lunchroom
experience enjoyable for all. Volunteers work from 11:10-12:45 and are given a free
lunch. SIGN UP in the BLUE BINDER in the School Office.
Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:20 (K-2); 11:40 (3-5); 12:00 (6-8)

News

Welcome to St. Mark's School - Our New Staff Members

Hello! My name is Amanda Duell, and I am so excited and
blessed to be joining the St. Mark’s team as a new Kindergarten
teacher! I am a graduate of Northwest Nazarene University with
a degree in elementary education. 
I am a mother of four amazing kids, a sixteen-year-old
daughter, two fourteen-year-old sons, and a ten-year-old
daughter (and three dogs!). They are all amazing, and, yes, I
know every parent says that, but these truly are wonderful
kids. They are all involved in multiple activities, and sometimes I
feel like our family needs an easel and flowchart to keep track of
everything! 
I am a Boise native, born and raised, and a graduate of Borah
High School, Go Lions! I know and love the Treasure Valley and
all of the amenities it has to offer. Some of my favorite activities
are reading, traveling, baking, anything to do with water, and,
of course, spending time with my friends and family. 

Erin Martin - I'm happy to start my first year at
St. Mark's, but I have been teaching for 12
years. Most of my years have been spent
teaching math and science in my hometown of
Benton, Louisiana. I received my Bachelor of
General Studies and completed an alternative
teaching certificate program at Louisiana State
University in Shreveport. I recently finished my
Masters of Education in Educational Leadership
at Louisiana Tech University. I enjoy running,
reading, and trying new restaurants. My
husband and I spend most of our time watching
our two sons play sports. When we're not at a
ballgame, we enjoy traveling and exploring new
places. 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT (PARENTS ONLY PLEASE) IS TUESDAY, September 3 @
6:30 p.m. The evening will begin with a general assembly in the Auditorium and then 3
presentations by classroom teachers.

Individual Student Photos will be taken by Parker Portraits on Friday, August 30. Order
forms were sent home with students this week. All students will have their picture taken



for their lunch card and yearbook, whether you order a package or not. Students may
wear Free Dress to school this day, make sure to refer to the 2019-2020 UNIFORM
DRESS CODE to make sure you dress within dress code.

Diocese of Boise Safe Environment Program & CMG Connect Instructions
Every person who volunteers in the school in any capacity must take a Safe Environment
Workshop (SEW). The first time must be a live, face-to-face class, and each year
thereafter is an online renewal process. THE LIVE CLASS OR THE ONLINE RENEWAL
MUST BE COMPLETED BEFORE YOU CAN VOLUNTEER IN ANY CAPACITY OR
VISIT
THE SCHOOL. PLEASE GET THIS DONE EARLY SO YOU ARE READY TO
VOLUNTEER WHEN SCHOOL STARTS. Follow the directions below to set up your
account on CMG Connect. In order to register for the face-to-face class you must:

~ Go to boise.cmgconnect.org
~ Click "My Training" and read through the 7 documents on the left side of the page.
~ Click the "Live Events" tab to choose the live class to attend.

St. Mark’s Catholic School will have SEW classes on August 27 @
5:00 p.m., September 10 @ 1:30 and September 17 @ 6:00 p.m., all

at the school. Sacred Heart School has a class on Wednesday,
September 11 @ 6:00 p.m. You create an account at

boise.cmgconnect.org and select the class you want to take.

PER DIOCESAN POLICY, BACKGROUND CHECKS are valid for five years. Once an
account has been set up with CMG Connect, you will be able to see when your
background check expires. Paperwork for background checks are available in the office.

The Volunteer Book has been updated for the 19-20 school year and is ready to log your
summer volunteer hours. It is the blue binder outside the School Office.
Every Friday that school is in session is an 8:30 a.m. Late Start Friday. This does not
affect Preschool as their every day start time is 8:30 a.m.

Student Body Mass—thank you students for remembering to be in Mass
Dress this past Wednesday (refer to the 2019-20 Uniform Dress Code if you
have questions). Boys please note that only SOLID NAVY, St.
Mark’s striped or St. Mark's plaid TIES can be worn to Mass. The School Office
has SOLID NAVY ties for sale for $10.

Students are required to be in uniform, except for
special days on which non-uniform dress is permitted
or on official meeting days for Scouts. One day each
month is designated as a free Spirit Day and an
optional $1.00 Spirit Day will be held each month.
On Spirit Day, students may wear jeans or solid
colored shorts (seasonal) in good condition, a St.
Mark’s spirit T-shirt and a St. Mark’s sweatshirt.
Students must continue to
follow Students’ Overall Appearance Guidelines on
Spirit Days. Spirit wear (sweatshirts and spirit
shirts) must be purchased at Educational Outfitters
at River Street and Americana Blvd. in Boise. Their
website is
www.boise.educationaloutfitters.com where
you can place your order. Each student may pay $10
at the beginning of the year for a year's worth of
$1 Optional Spirit Days. Monies collected will be
donated to charities on behalf of the school.

Hot Lunch, which includes milk, is $3.00 each day. Milk with cold lunch is .20¢

http://www.boise.educationaloutfitters.com


and an extra slice of pizza on Pizza Friday is .75¢. Each of these fees will be
deducted from a student's lunch account when their card is scanned. Please make
sure that you keep a positive balance in your student's lunch account. Payments
can be made online at www.ezschoolapps.com or payment can be made in the
School Office via check or cash.

If you know someone who would like to be added to the Friday Facts distribution list, please email
schooloffice@stmarksboise.org with their email address.

Homework Club - Did you know that we offer After School Care Monday– Friday from
3:00-5:30? Mrs. Godfrey, our lunchroom manager, runs HomeWork Club along with some
of our Alums who now attend Bishop Kelly.

An email from Rediker (our student information program) was sent to
you to set up your PlusPortal so you can view your student's grades,
attendance, progress reports, etc. Follow the link to set up your
account. If you have an account from last year, your logon
and password remain the same. Contact the School Office if you need
help with your account.

If your student arrives to school @ 8:05 a.m. or later (or 8:35 or later on Fridays), they
must check in at the School Office before heading to class. This is for ALL GRADE
LEVELS. The Middle School gate will be locked promptly @ 8:05 a.m.

Do you have students at St. Mark's School and Bishop Kelly and are interested
in a carpool? Contact Annya Dethman at dethmanannya@gmail.com to help
organize a carpool.

Bus information - St. Mark’s will once again be offering bus transportation to
students who live south and west of the school’s location. The current route
serves families/students in the area of Overland Road and Five Mile, and McMillan
and Eagle Road (specific location to be determined). Pick up and drop off of
students occurs at both locations.
There are seats for approximately 55 students on the bus. Priority is given to full
time riders but students needing a ride only one way can also be accommodated.

St. Mark’s Route for 2018-2019
Morning Route

1st Stop – Fred Meyer at Overland and Five Mile. Bus arrives at 7:00 a.m. and
departs at 7:10 a.m. from the west end of the parking lot.
2nd Stop – McMillan and Eagle Road (specific location to be determined). Arrives
at 7:25 a.m. and departs at 7:30 a.m. Bus arrives at St. Mark’s at 7:45 a.m.

Afternoon Route
Departs St. Mark’s at 3:05 p.m.
1st Stop – Fred Meyer at Overland and Five Mile. Drop off at 3:25 p.m.
2nd Stop – McMillan and Eagle Road (specific location to be determined). Drop off
at 3:55 p.m. 
Grandparent's Club is starting! The relationship between a child and his/her
grandparents is one of the most special things. The Saint Mark’s School Grandparent’s
Club is an exciting opportunity for grandparents to support our young disciples of
Christ. Being a member means you they will receive approximately five newsletters
throughout the school-year with information on events, Masses, service projects,
fundraisers, stories about what the students are doing and updates on what’s happening
at school. They are not obligated to do anything but will enjoy receiving our notes,
photos and videos about all the great things going on at our school. Even if
grandparents are not local, Grandparent’s Club is a great way to stay connected to Saint
Mark’s School Community. To join this group and receive more information, fill out the
form below and return it to the school office or email it to Kathy_Webster05@msn.com.

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/1920SchoolForms/St. Mark School Bus 20192020.pdf
mailto:Kathy_Webster05@msn.com


Sign up on the link below to help set-up, provide refreshments, and
cleanup https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084FA9AB28A1FC1-grandparent

Orchestra for Grades 6-8
Previous experience required
7:20am-8:10am Tuesdays & Thursdays
Starting Sept. 3rd
St. Mark’s Music Room
“Please enter through back of music room”       

School Choir for Grades 5-8
No experience required
2:50pm-3:30pm
Mon. & Tues. After School
Starting Sept. 3rd
St. Mark’s Music Room

Sports

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084FA9AB28A1FC1-grandparent


Date    TVCS Sports Information
 
August
26       7VB v. Mt. Home
           8VB @ Mt. Home
28       FB @ Middleton
           7VB @ Sage Valley
           8VB v. Sage Valley
29       X-Country @ East Valley Middle School
 
September
3         7VB @ Nampa West
           8VB v. Nampa West
4         FB @ East Valley Middle School
5         7VB v. Middleton
           8VB @ Middleton
           X-Country @ Quarry View Park
11       FB v. Nampa South Middle School
           7VB @ Caldwell (Syringa Middle School)
           8VB v. Caldwell
12       X-Country @ Nampa West Middle School (West Park)
16       7VB @ Kuna
           8VB v. Kuna
18       FB @ Nampa West Middle School
           7VB v. East Valley
           8VB @ East Valley
20       7/8 TVCS Dance @ St. Mary’s (7-9 p.m.)
23       7VB v. Emmett
           8VB @ Emmett
25       FB @ Lone Star Middle School
           7VB @ Lone Star
           8VB v. Lone Star
26       7VB @ Fremont
           8VB v. Fremont
           X-Country @ Middleton (Middleton Place Park)
30       7VB v. Vallivue
           8VB @ Vallivue
           X-Country District Meet @ Mt. Home Golf Course

Preschool Happenings

 First Day of Preschool @ THE BIG SCHOOL First Day of Preschool @ THE BIG SCHOOL



Church Connection

If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter
text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to 42828 to sign up

OR Click here  to sign up for Parish Newsletter

Click here to upload the Parish Bulletin for August 25

Join us at the parish for
Oktoberfest, Saturday,
September 21st! Please plan to
attend the 5pm Mass and stay
for the festivities to follow!

The parish's largest social
event of the year takes a lot of
volunteers. Please click HEREHERE
to sign up for your volunteer
opportunity. This is a great way
for families to volunteer
together. Youth who volunteer
will receive community service
hours.

Mercy Night at St. Mark’s
Church,
Saturday, September 28th,
6:30pm-8:30pm

“Come to me all you who
are weary, and I will give
you rest."

Be still in the presence of
God, through an evening of
quiet prayer, contemplative
music, Eucharistic
Adoration, personal healing
prayer and the Sacraments
of Reconciliation and
Anointing of the Sick.

You are invited to stay for
the entire evening or drop
in as time allows. All are
welcome!  

Dive deeper into your
relationship with Jesus at an
Evangelization Retreat!

The St. Mark's
Evangelization Retreat is
not designed to teach you
to evangelize, but for God
to evangelize you. "Come
away" with Jesus and let
Him speak to your heart.

Click HERE to register.

Dr. Scott Hahn will speak at St. Mark's Church on December 7th.
This special engagement will begin with the 8:00am Mass. Please click HERE to register.
We need 15 people to volunteer to help Dr. Hahn with the registration table and book
sales. Please contact Will Rainford, wrainford@stmarksboise.org if you would like to help.
Those volunteering will receive free admission to the event.

Notes from the Nurse

St. Mark's is scheduled for Wednesday, October 30th to do flu
vaccines for students. This will be provided by Central District
Health Department free of charge.  Forms will be available the

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=spcorpsab&p=oi&m=1119360584178&sit=tctvujijb&f=d7b71789-02cd-44a0-a7dd-57dd2b66950b
https://container.parishesonline.com/bulletins/05/0667/20190825B.pdf
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2907461/false#/invitation
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07egfo84xcf64cf0ae&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://stpaulcenter.com/product/boise/
https://stpaulcenter.com/product/boise/
mailto:wrainford@stmarksboise.org


first of October.

Dear Parents/Guardians and Families,

Welcome back to school! We would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves
and explain our role in the schools. The Saint Alphonsus School Health Program
provides health services to 7 Catholic schools in the Treasure Valley. The nursing staff
includes the following:

MaryLou Cunningham, RN, BSN, MHS-Coordinator of the program and nurse at Bishop
Kelly mcunningham@bk.org
Linda Miller, RN,BSN-Nurse at St.Joe’s and St. Mark’s lmiller@rcdb.org
Kim O’Sullivan, RN, BSN-Substitute school nurse kosullivan@rcdb.org
Janet Campbell, RN, BSN-Nurse at St. Mary’s and St. Ignatius, Sacred Heart
jcampbell@rcdb.org
Amy Cummings, RN, BSN-Nurse at Sacred Heart acummings@rcdb.org
Janelle Carr, RN, BSN-Nurse at St. Joe’s jcarr@rcdb.org
Sherry Placido, CNA(Nurse Assistant), Floats at all schools splacido@rcdb.org

Our goal is to assist with achieving a healthy and safe learning environment. We provide
the following:
·        Basic first aid and triage
·        Medication administration
·        Health and Wellness screens-Immunization status, hearing, vision, speech, scoliosis,
and Kindergarten screens
·        Case management for special needs
·        Flu vaccines and some immunizations
·        Staff education, training and support
·        Health Education-Basic CPR and First Aid, dental health, nutrition and physical
activity, puberty, personal hygiene, safety, hand washing and infection control,
environmental health, referrals as needed.

ILLNESS
Sometimes it can be hard to decide whether your child is too sick to attend school. Here
are a few guidelines:
Fever: If your child has a fever of 100F or greater, or looks or acts sick, he/she should
stay home. Call you doctor is your child has a fever with pain, rash, weakness, vomiting
or diarrhea. ***May return to school after symptoms are gone for 24 hours and
child is fever-free without the aid of fever reducing medications.
Vomiting and/or Diarrhea: Vomiting or more than one event of watery diarrhea is a
reason to keep you child at home ***May return to school after symptoms are gone
for 24 hours without the aid of anti-emetic or anti-diarrheal medication.
Contagious Diseases: You should keep your child at home if he/she might spread a
contagious disease to other children (i.e. chicken pox, strep, measles) Please consult
with your Health Care Provider.
Head Lice : Parent/Guardian may choose to pick child up from school. Confirmed cases
of lice require treatment before returning to school. If treatment is started before the next
day, the child may return to school. Most treatments are available over the counter.
Families are encouraged to ask their child’s health Care Provider for advice about which
treatment to use. The school nurse will also provide education regarding treatment and
control of head lice as needed.
Pinkeye/Conjunctivitis: Parent will be notified of suspected eye irritation/infection.
Parent/Guardian will consult with the child’s Health Care Provider about diagnosis and
treatment. Child will not be excluded from the school setting unless meets other exclusion
criteria, (young age, fever, severely ill) Antibiotics are NOT always required to return to
the school setting, as determined by the child’s Health Care Provider.
Sore Throat: If your child has a sore throat and fever, or a severe sore throat
without/fever, he/she should stay home.
Cough: if your child’s cough is worse than you would expect with a cold, keep him/her at
home. If he/she has a difficult time breathing or has a fever, call Health Care Provider.
Coughs can linger on for 2-3 weeks before resolving, but they should not interfere with
most activities.
Stomachache: If your child complains of a stomachache, especially if he/she says it
hurts to move and he/she does not want to eat, he/she should stay at home and you

mailto:mcunningham@bk.org
mailto:lmiller@rcdb.org
mailto:kosullivan@rcdb.org
mailto:jcampbell@rcdb.org
mailto:acummings@rcdb.org
mailto:jcarr@rcdb.org
mailto:splacido@rcdb.org


should contact your Health Care Provider.

Linda Miller, RN
Saint Alphonsus School Health Program

Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Mil ler, our school nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Thursdays and Mrs.
Placido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Tuesdays.

Notes from the Counselor

Welcome to new families and welcome back to returning families. We are here to help this year as
the counseling staff at St. Mark’s school. Ms. Jen Boehm and Dr. Joe Lipetzky are at the school
each week. We help students and families be successful and solve problems in school and in the
community. We will have parenting tips each week or tools to help your students be successful at
school.  You can contact the office and reach us if you have a concern. We will return your call
as soon as we can. We are at school at different times. Ms. Jen is at school Monday, Wednesday,
and Thursday. Dr. Joe is at school Monday and Friday. We are looking forward to another great
year with the school and settling into our new space. The students are getting into their new
classrooms and new teachers this fall too.  It is normal for kids and families to take some time to
adjust into the school routine. It helps kids adjust to school schedule faster if there is a predictable
routine at home. Routines build calm safety for kids. Predictable chores, meal times and bed times
are important. So are predictable morning routines getting ready for school and getting to school
on time. Let routines be your style and the students will do better and have less problems too. 

Joe Lipetzky Psy.D.
Ms. Jen Boehm. LCPC
 
Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Mrs. Jen Boehm, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.


