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Letter from the Pastor

Dear Parents and Friends of St. Mark’s,

I want to begin by asking all of us to join together in lifting Dr. Joe and his family in
prayer as his dad (and former bus driver extraordinaire) Al Lipetzky recently passed

away. Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, and may the Lipetzky family find solace in the hope of
eternal life.

On this final day of Teacher Appreciation Week, I want to offer my sincere gratitude for our St.
Mark’s faculty. The dedication shown for their work and for our school families as we moved from
in-class instruction to distance learning was awe inspiring. We are blessed by each and every one of
our teachers!

Happy Mother’s Day to all of our St. Mark’s mothers, grandmothers and godmothers! Thank you
for your patience, the tremendous amount of effort you give to help your young disciples learn
from home as well as keeping your domestic church a place where joy, love, and faith are fostered.
I will ask for Mama Mary’s intercession as I lift you in prayer this weekend. Thank you for your
gift of life!

We have begun to open for pubic Masses and I invite your family to join us by clicking THIS to
reserve a space.
 
I pray you are all staying safe and healthy. May the light of Christ continue to shine into the future
through our children.

Father Ben

Letter from the Principal

Dear St. Mark’s Families,

Thank you for a wonderful teacher appreciation week! You made us all
feel very loved. We definitely appreciate all of your support and
extraordinary efforts during this time!

Now that our church has started offering Masses both virtually and in-person, I
invite you to attend our school Masses on Wednesdays at 8:30 am. Every precaution
is being taken, and the space is being thoroughly sanitized after each Mass. You must
sign up to attend Mass as space is limited to ensure social distancing. Please click
here to sign up.

Graduation and First Communion
With the opening of the church to limited numbers, we are excited to be able to
celebrate graduation with our 8th graders and their families on Wednesday, May

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-marks-boise-mass-tickets-103698687566?fbclid=IwAR2pd8iTQsGB5zVi-IaooCVqqFeF1sPVuSjQTcqZWgklPRQ0nEPBbroay6k
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-marks-boise-mass-tickets-103698687566?fbclid=IwAR2pd8iTQsGB5zVi-IaooCVqqFeF1sPVuSjQTcqZWgklPRQ0nEPBbroay6k
https://youtu.be/Ucdk6dXLVO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB6BjsEuIz4&feature=youtu.be


20th at 6:00 pm. The Mass and ceremony will be streamed live so that the entire
community may join us virtually. We will also be able to celebrate the Sacrament of
First Holy Communion with 27 of our students and their families on Saturday, June
6th, at 6:30 pm. Again, this Mass will be streamed live.

Saying Goodbye
It is with sadness that I announce that Mrs. Baker and Coach Schaffeld will be
leaving St. Mark’s at the end of the school year.

Mrs. Baker has taught at St. Mark’s for 24 years and has been part of the community
for almost 40 years. She has touched the lives of countless young disciples and
helped them grow both academically and spiritually. Please read her letter below and
join me in wishing her God’s blessing in her future endeavors.

In the three years Coach Schaffeld has been at St. Mark’s, he has made a lasting
impression. His passion for physical education, his love for his students, and his
positive attitude will be greatly missed. He has been an excellent role model, and we
wish him all the best as he pursues the next step in his teaching and coaching career.
Please watch his video below.

Drive By and Say Hi - rescheduled
In the absence of being able to celebrate our traditional Crowning of Mary Mass, we
have rescheduled the Drive By and Say Hi event for Tuesday, May, 12th from 12:00 –
12:45 (rain or shine). If you would like to drive through the parking lot and throw out
a flower, real or home-made, we will pick them up and place them on our statue of
Mary. I hope to see many of you there. We miss you and would love to see your faces!
In honor of our Mother Mary, who we celebrate in a special way this month, and all
mothers, I will pray a rosary for all of our mothers this Saturday. Happy Mother’s
Day!

Peace,
Donna Gordon



Student Spotlight



The Temple girls enjoyed a backyard camp out and bonfire to celebrate Earth Day.

Lion Pride Recognition

Weekly Calendar



Upcoming Events

Home and School

Volunteer Opportunities

As you know, each family at St. Mark’s is required to complete 24 hours of volunteer
time each year. Many families either completed these hours or were very close to
doing so before the school was closed in March. Since we began remote learning, I
can only imagine the hours you have spent guiding your children through this process.
Your patience and support have been incredible and greatly appreciated. I think you
all will far surpass the volunteer requirement this year, so there is no need to
continue to log hours. Your commitment to Catholic education and St. Mark’s is what
makes our community so blessed.

Lunch Room Volunteers

News

Sunday (the same day as Mother's Day) is National Clean Your Room Day.
Surprise your mom and clean your room without being asked. What a great gift to give

your mom for Mother's Day!

A message from Mrs. Baker.

Dear St. Mark's Catholic Community,
I am so blessed to be able to say that I have been at St. Mark's Catholic School in some form for
over 39 years. I started here as a student, student-taught here, watched my children attend and
graduate, and have taught here for 24 years. I have worked with so many good staff members in
which I have formed life long friendships. But mostly when I think of my time at St. Mark's, I



remember the kids. My students at St. Mark's have meant the world to me. God was able to give
me something special when he showed me to the front doors of St. Mark's. He filled my cup.
It is time, however, to move on and find my next passion. God has blessed me with the gift of St.
Mark's, and I am looking forward to what He has planned next for me. I am excited about my new
adventure and look forward to seeing your smiling faces in our community.
 Stephanie Baker

An announcement from Coach:

8th Grade Graduation will be held onth Grade Graduation will be held on
Wednesday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m. at St. Mark's ChurchWednesday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m. at St. Mark's Church

Graduation Mass and the ceremony following will be streamed
live on our website and Facebook page.
Graduates and their immediate family members should arrive at
5:15 pm. A health screening will take place and families will be ushered to their
seats.
Each family will be assigned on a pew. Nameplates will be on the pew and will be
assigned randomly (except for the family that received the high bid at the auction
for a front-row pew).
Graduates will sit with their families in the aisle seat so they may exit and enter
easily.
The church's social distancing protocol will be emailed to all families.
There will be no reception following the ceremony.
If State and CDC guidelines allow for large gatherings, a reception will be planned
during the summer months.
Extended family members, parish, and school members are invited to be in theirExtended family members, parish, and school members are invited to be in their
cars in the parking lot as the graduates process out of the church and around ancars in the parking lot as the graduates process out of the church and around an
outlined path through the parking lot. The best estimate for this procession wouldoutlined path through the parking lot. The best estimate for this procession would
be between 7:30 and 7:45 p.m.be between 7:30 and 7:45 p.m.

Google Meet for Virtual 8th Grade Graduation RehearsalGoogle Meet for Virtual 8th Grade Graduation Rehearsal -  - Thursday, May 14th at
11:30 am, a Google Meet will be held to go over the logistics of the ceremony.

ZOOM Meetings for 8th Grade ParentsZOOM Meetings for 8th Grade Parents - Thursday, May 14th at 5:00 pm a ZOOM
meeting will be held to answer any parent questions that have not been addressed. The
meeting will be recorded for those unable to attend. Information to join the Zoom Meeting
was emailed to you on May 7.

More information for 8th GradersMore information for 8th Graders
Please come pick up your Cap and Gown and all of your locker items and
belongings on this day. Please be sure to hang up your gown and have it pressed
to remove the creases.
You will also need to drop off all of your textbooks and Chromebook if you



borrowed one.
If you are unable to make it to the school during this time, please email your
teacher or Mrs. Gordon to make other arrangements.
Yearbooks will be given to all graduates on the night of the ceremony.

A huge THANK YOU to our Home & School
Association, our room parents, and our students and
their families during Teacher Appreciation Week.
Thank you for the home deliveries, the virtual works
of art and the delicious lunch that was served on

Wednesday by Bistro babe (a food truck
owned by the family of Micah Bradley in
Kindergarten), courtesy of H&S.

Friday, May 15 is Spirit Day. Wear your St. Mark's gear to support your Lion'sFriday, May 15 is Spirit Day. Wear your St. Mark's gear to support your Lion's
Pride!Pride!

This week's photographic challenge: Make a sign,
dress up or be creative another way to show St.
Mark's School WHAT YOU ARE GRATEFUL FOR. Take a

picture and send it to schooloffice@stmarksboise.org to be
included in a picture collage.

Did you know that when you shop on Amazon, you can earn money for
our school? Go to smile.amazon.com and choose St. Mark's School
Foundation as your supported charity.

We will place an order through the school for Summer Skills Review Books if we have enough
interest. Books are $19 each and will be delivered to the school for you to pick up (date will be
announced at a later date). Click here to view details of the books (remember since these are review
books, you should order the grade level that your student is currently in). The order form can be
viewed below. Please select the books you want to order and email your selections to
schooloffice@stmarksboise.org EXTENDED TO WEDNESDAY, May 20. Please mail your
payment to St. Mark's School 7503 W. Northview St., Boise, ID 83704. 

https://www.facebook.com/bistrobabe1/
mailto:schooloffice@stmarksboise.org
http://smile.amazon.com
https://www.summerskills.com/summer_skills_books/
mailto:schooloffice@stmarksboise.org


Dear Parents and First Communicants,
 
Christ is Risen! We have a date for your First Holy Communion!
 
First Holy Communion for St. Mark’s School Families will be on Saturday, June 6,
2020 at 6:30pm at St. Mark’s Church.
 
You must have a lot of questions. Here are some details:
 
·         Each child can invite up to 5 guests. Seating = First Communion child +5 people
·         We will send you a link in the next week to sign up for the Mass with your
attendee names.
·         Health: All sacraments will be held in accordance with Diocese, Idaho, CDC, and
St. Mark’s safety guidelines.  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-
getting-sick/prevention.html
·         Masks: everyone over the age of two must wear a mask. We are looking into

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html


having white ones for the First Communicants.
·         Families will sit together with First Communicant and parent(s) will accompany
their child as they receive their First Holy Communion.
·         Practice: We will send a video on how to receive. Please practice with your child
at home while wearing a mask. When you deem it prudent, please bring your child to
Mass so they can experience and get used to the taped off pews, x-marked paths, and
people in church with masks. Reservations for daily and Sunday masses are
here: https://www.stmarksboise.org/
·         Banners: We will have tables with banner pieces in the St. Mark’s Church
courtyard (big parking lot side)on Monday, May 11 from 9am - noon, or Saturday, May
16, from 9 - 11am.  Come with your First Communion child.  Social Distancing will be
observed. Details will be sent on when to return the banners. We will use them to mark
your pews.
·         Reconciliation: Please choose a time at any church so your child can go to
Reconciliation again before their First Holy Communion. St. Mark’s offers reconciliation
on Saturdays from 3-5pm in the Marian garden.
·         Photos: We will have a St. Mark’s photographer take photos of your child’s first
Communion and will send you a digital copy. To preserve social distancing, ONLY the St.
Mark’s photographer will be allowed to take family pictures at the steps of the altar
after Mass (Mask removal allowed only for the family picture and while receiving Holy
Communion). Everyone must remain in their seats and families will be called pew by
pew to preserve social distancing.
·         Gathering: St. Mark’s is not able to host a gathering.
·         Certificates:  First Holy Communion Certificates will be handed out at the First
Communion Mass.
·         Direct questions, comments and concerns to Ginger Mortensen
at gmortensen@stmarksboise.org
 
Bless you all and so excited!
Ginger and Nicole

TVCS Events/Sports

Preschool Happenings

We would like to wish our school mother's a blessed Mother's Day. We pray that you are
filled with love, laughter and God's peace. 
Kiddos, sing this song to your precious mommy, to the tune of Happy Birthday.
Happy Mother's Day to you, Happy Mother's Day to you!Happy Mother's Day to you, Happy Mother's Day to you!
Happy Mother's Day, dear mom. Happy Mother's Day, dear mom. 
Happy Mother's Day to you....  I love you! (Blow a kiss)Happy Mother's Day to you....  I love you! (Blow a kiss)      

https://www.stmarksboise.org/
mailto:gmortensen@stmarksboise.org


Church Connection

If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter
text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to 42828 to sign up

OR

Click here to sign up for Parish Newsletter

Click here to upload the Parish Bulletin for May 10

Notes from the Nurse

Parents and students,

As we enter into the month of May and the coming of Spring, we are thankful for sunny
days and warmer temperatures. It's been a challenge over the last month and a half to
stay at home, but with the Governor's plan to reopen the state, we hope better days are
ahead. In order to keep the COVID-19 virus from spreading in the community, it
is important that we all continue to follow the CDC recommendations of social distancing,
wearing a mask and of course, handwashing. By working together and caring for each
other, we can keep the curve from rising as we move forward. Stay well.
Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Miller, our school nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Thursdays and Mrs.
Placido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Tuesdays.

Notes from the Counselor

Getting Along With Siblings Part 2

What steps can parents take to improve sibling relationships?
All siblings are bound to fight, tease and tattle on one another at some point. Take steps to
encourage healthy sibling relationships:
 
1.       Respect each child's unique needs. Treating your children uniformly isn't always practical.
Instead, focus on meeting each child's unique needs. For example, instead of buying your children
the same gifts to avoid conflict, consider buying them different gifts that reflect their individual
interests. Instead of signing up all of your children for soccer or piano lessons, ask for their input.
2.       Avoid comparisons. Comparing your children's abilities can make them feel hurt and
insecure. Avoid discussing the differences between children in front of them. When praising one of
your children, describe his or her action or accomplishment — rather than comparing it to how his
or her sibling does it.
3.       Set the ground rules. Make sure your children understand what you consider acceptable and
unacceptable behavior when it comes to interacting with each other, as well as the consequences of
misbehavior. For example, discourage your children from criticizing and correcting each other.
4.       Don't get involved in battles. Encourage your children to settle their own differences. While
you might need to help younger children resolve disputes, you can still refrain from taking sides.
When you discipline your children, avoid doing so in front of others — which can cause shame and
embarrassment. When possible, take your child aside to discuss his or her behavior. Also, avoid
using nicknames for your children that might perpetuate sibling rivalry or repeatedly blaming one
child for sibling disputes.
5.       Anticipate problems. If your children can't resolve a disagreement by themselves or they
routinely fight over the same things, help them devise a solution. For example, if you have young
children who have trouble sharing, encourage them to each play with their own toys or plan
activities that don't require much cooperation — such as listening to music or playing hide and
seek. If your children battle over gadgets, help them create a weekly schedule. Explain the
consequences of not following the schedule.
6.       Listen to your children. Being a sibling can be frustrating. Allow your children to vent their
negative feelings about each other. Respond by acknowledging their feelings. If you have siblings,

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=spcorpsab&p=oi&m=1119360584178&sit=tctvujijb&f=d7b71789-02cd-44a0-a7dd-57dd2b66950b
https://container.parishesonline.com/bulletins/05/0667/20200510B.pdf


share stories of your own childhood conflicts. Keeping your sense of humor might also be useful.
Consider holding regular family meetings to give your children a chance to talk about and work out
sibling issues. Family dinners also provide opportunities for talking and listening.
7.       Encourage good behavior. When you see your children playing well together or working as a
team, compliment them.
8.       Show your love. Spend time alone with each of your children. Do special activities with each
child that reflects his or her interests. Remind your children that you're there for them and they can
talk about anything with you.
Remember, all siblings fight or argue. Sibling rivalry is normal. However, by treating your children
as individuals, listening to them and giving them opportunities to resolve their own problems, you'll
lay the groundwork for solid sibling relationships.

Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Mrs. Jen Boehm, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.


