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Letter from the Pastor
Last spring, many of you erected home altars, prayed as a
family, and had all three meals a day, together. Families
became more emotionally connected. Our domestic churches
began to open doors in our hearts; then the physical doors
started opening again, including the doors to St. Mark's church!
The first Mass we had after the ‘stay at home’ order was lifted
was for our senior and at-risk population. It isn’t hyperbole when
I say each person in line to receive Communion at that 3pm
Saturday Mass had tears in their eyes. Many struggled to say
‘Amen’ when the host was presented to them. It is one of the most beautiful expressions of
faith I’ve seen in the 14 years of my priesthood.
It is the burning desire our more senior parishioners have to receive our Lord in the
Eucharist and the expression of faith I witnessed at that fateful Mass last April which I
hope to recapture in our young disciples. With the undivided support of our clergy, parish
council, staff and ministry leaders, we will begin our parish & school Consecration to the
Eucharist on September 20th (Catechetical Sunday) and conclude June 6th (Corpus
Christi Sunday)!
This spring’s experience has the opportunity to teach us the importance of a faith that has
an immanent and intimate dimension – and, as Catholics, it is the fullness of faith itself,
the author of salvation, Jesus Christ whom we receive in the Eucharist. There is nothing,
this side of Heaven, more intimate than that!
Until we see each other again, I remain, sincerely, yours in Christ,
Father Ben Uhlenkott
The image above is Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament as seen through the heart of one
of our third grade young disciples.

Letter from the Principal
Dear St. Mark's Families,
What a wonderful second week of school! The entire faculty and staff have been so
impressed with how well your children are adjusting and adapting to our new
environment and procedures. They are practicing the 3 Ws (wash your hands, wear
your mask, and watch your distance) so well. It gives me great hope that we are still
on track to have all of your children back at school on September 8th.
Expectations for Next Week
We will continue our A/B schedule but move to four days of instruction. Students in 3rd through
8th grade will be logging into their classrooms from home on their days away from school. It is
important to check your child's teacher's emails for specifics on what the classroom will look like

next week.
We will have individual student pictures taken on Tuesday and Wednesday. Your child may wear
free dress. Please be sure they general appearance guidelines for free dress days, which can be
found on page 29 of our Parent/Student Handbook.
Mass – We will be attending Mass on Wednesday. This is a picture day so free dress will be
allowed. Our middle school students will be walking to the church while the remainder of our
students will be watching the live feed of Mass in our auditorium or their classrooms.
Goals for the week of September 8th
It is still our goal to have our entire student body on campus on Tuesday, September 8th. We are
monitoring the CDH guidelines and data very closely and will inform you if we must alter our plan.
Our phased-in approach has been very effective, and we have made minor adjustments with
relative ease. As of today, I am not anticipating a change to our plans to be fully operational on
the 8th.
Please continue to pray and practice the 3Ws at home and out in the community so we can
remain open. We are all on this journey together, let us be prayerful, patient, and courageous.
“God provides the wind, Man must raise the sail. ”― St. Augustine
God bless,
Donna Gordon

The 3 Ws

Wash Your Hands
Watch Your Distance

Wear your Mask

Student Spotlight

Jasper and Jett Cafferty started helping their grandmother deliver meals during the
pandemic on Tuesdays with the Meals on Wheels program. They are continuing this fall to
deliver meals since they are on the A schedule and are still available on Tuesdays. They
are pictured with Verda Marquartdt. Jasper is in Mrs. Behrend’s class and Jett is in Ms
Hite’s class.

Lion Pride Recognition

Congratulations to this week's winners:
Holden Boehm, Evan Burkey, Ryker Hill

Weekly Calendar
Monday, August 31
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. "A" schedule in school, B schedule remote learning at home
Tuesday, September 1
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. "B" schedule in school, A schedule remote learning at home.
Individual Picture Day - free dress
Wednesday, September 2
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. "A" schedule in school, B schedule remote learning at home.
Individual Picture Day - free dress
Thursday, September 3
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. "B" schedule in school, A schedule remote learning at home
Friday, August 28
Remote Learning & Check In

Upcoming Events
Monday, September 7
Labor Day - No School

Tuesday, September 8
First day of ALL Students in class
TVCS Golf and Band practice start
Friday, September 11
Spirit Day

Home & School
MISSION: POSSIBLE - this year’s Dinner Auction is going global!!
Join us ONLINE Saturday September 19 from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm
as we host this inaugural virtual event!!
Enjoy attending the Dinner Auction from the comfort of your
home with family, friends, or your small faith group. Tickets are NOT needed to view
and engage in this ONLINE event. Join us and be part of our school’s history in the
making!
https://stmarksdinnerauction.afrogs.org/#/index
RAFFLE TICKET information and prices:
Ticket Instructions
You may print more Raffle Tickets here.
We are incredibly humbled by our community who has contributed to the Dinner
Auction’s 300 X 300 Challenge. If you have not donated to the 300 x 300 Challenge,
we ask for your support now more than ever. Contributions can be made at:
https://stmarksdinnerauction.afrogs.org/#/index
Together, our MISSION of Catholic education is POSSIBLE.

Wednesday and Thursday, each student received 2 sheets of Raffle
Tickets to sell for this year's Dinner Auction. Tickets are $5
each or $25 for a sheet. Tickets should be turned into the School
Office by Friday, September 18. Additional Tickets are available
from the School Office.

Dinner Auction Dress Up Day is Thursday, September 10. Students get to dress in this
year's theme of Mission:Possible - spys, superheros, special agent, secret service, etc.
Students must adhere to our Dress Code on Dress Up Days.

Volunteer Opportunities
Each family is required to complete 6 hours of Volunteer Hours for the Dinner Auction
each year and additional hours (tbd) for the school. Attached is the Volunteer Log which
we are asking you to print and keep track of your hours at home until we are able to keep
the log book at school. At the beginning of a normal school year, a blue binder is placed
outside the School Office where each family has a Volunteer Log page in the binder and
families are responsible for keeping track of their volunteer hours on their family page.

Lunch Room Volunteers
NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (31)—Dunlap, Gurrola
Tuesday (1)—
Wednesday (2)—Boroff, Dunlap
Thursday (3)—
Friday (4)—
St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!
4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:30 to load lunches
on to trays and deliver the trays to the classrooms. Volunteers are given a free lunch.
Please call (208) 375-6654 or email the School Office to volunteer.
Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:00 p.m. (6-8)

News

Let's all continue to practice the 3 Ws -

wash your hands, watch your distance, and wear your mask
Please make sure that your student brings a couple
of masks to school each day in case the elastic
breaks or one gets dirty. The extra mask should be in
a ziploc bag and placed in their backpack.

Today is Mrs. Gordon's birthday!
Do you have a working bagless vacuum cleaner that you would like
to donate to St. Mark's School? Please contact Mr. Rossi,
Facilities Mgr.

Procedure/Policy Reminders –
· Please check your children for symptoms before bringing them to school in the
morning. Click here for Checklist
· Please review the Decision Trees below to determine if it is safe to send your
child(ren) to school
· Please do not leave your vehicle unattended in the drop off/pick up zones
· Please remain in your vehicles unless you park your vehicle is designated parking
areas
· If you park your vehicle to walk your child to the building, please say good-bye to them
at the gate to the playground or at the front door.
· Shoes must be predominately (85%) white, black, navy, or grey (no

neon, sparkles or light-up shoes)

Decision Making Trees - What if I'm Exposed to COVID

Parents please read and become familiar with the links below to
evaluate if you should
send your child to school:
1. Guidance on COVID Exposure
2. Illness Decision Tree for Students

The Diocese of Boise is asking all parents who have their children enrolled in one or
more of its Catholic schools to sign anAcknowledgement of Risk form. Please note
that it is not a liability waiver. While we are taking every precaution to create a safe
environment for all of our students, there is still a risk that you or your child(ren)
may contract COVID-19. Please read the attached form and return it to the office
by Monday, August 31.

St. Mark's School would like to begin the bus route on Tuesday,
September 8th. We do not have enough interest at this point so we
are trying to increase ridership in order to provide this service this
year. We currently have 4 families registered. Please complete the
attached 2020-2021 Bus form and return to the School Office.

The School Office is selling jumbo book covers for $2.00. We have a large selection and
the book covers fit our larger textbooks. Students may bring money to school next week
to purchase the book covers from the office.

Picture Days (pictures taken by Parker Portraits) are scheduled for
Tuesday, September 1("B" day schedule) and Wednesday, September
2, 2020 ("A" day schedule). Every student will have their photo taken
for our yearbook and lunch card, whether or not a package is ordered.
STUDENTS MAY WEAR FREE DRESS FOR THEIR PHOTOS AS
LONG AS THEY CONFORM TO OUR DRESS CODE. Due to current events and in an effort to
keep our staff and your family safe, we are going exclusively to online orders. Please see the
instructions below:
1. Go to www.parkerportraitsonline.com
2. Leave STUDENT KEY blank
3. Click on Job/Event for the drop down menu
4. Select St Marks Fall 2020
5. Click Open
6. Place your order
All orders must be placed by September 2, 2020. There will be no in school retakes this year.
Retakes will be scheduled at Parker Portraits studios.

Girls on the Run will be offered this fall at St. Mark's School for girls in 3rd-5th
grades. Click here to view the flyer and for information on how to sign up.

Child Safe Environment Workshop - Every person who volunteers in our school
must must take a Child Safe Environment Workshop (SEW) and pass a
background check. If you are new to our school or have never taken a SEW
class and want to eventually volunteer, you must take a Live class. This year
being different, we are suspending the Live classes and are asking volunteers
to take an online class in place of the live class. To do this, create an account
in CMG Connect, select "My Trainings" from the menu on the left and start
the "Safe Environment Renewal Training". This is the online class
which takes the place of the live class this year, next year we

will ask you to enroll in a live class.

Don’t forget to keep scanning your receipts to earn box top
money for St Marks! If you haven’t already, download the
Box Tops app. It’s easy! Plus, you can stay on top of the
opportunities available to earn double and triple credits. It’s
easy as 1... 2... 3...
1. Download app;
2. Scan receipt;
3. Earn money for St Marks

TVCS Events/Sports
TVCS Band Information - Mrs. Bailey is looking forward to helping your young
musician(s) continue their instrumental learning. Whether they are brand new to an
instrument, or more experienced, she's ready! This school year, Mrs. Bailey is teaching
her children at home, so lessons will be one-on-one online. Registering online through
TVCS will guarantee 10 online private 30-minute lessons and 2 online "group" lessons.
Unfortunately, a final concert is just not possible at this time. Lessons will start the week of
Labor Day (September 7) and run to Christmas break, so please register soon, and let
Mrs. Bailey know that you have at kbailey@sacredheartboise.com. Please e-mail her if
you have any questions. Thanks!

TVCS Golf Season Information
Where: Lakeview Golf Club in Meridian
When: September 7th - October 27th (Mondays + Tuesdays)
Dates: September 7th + 8th, 14th + 15th, 21st + 22nd, 28th +
29th, October 5th + 6th, 12th + 13th, 19th + 20th, and 26th +
27th.
Start time: 5:00pm
Kids will be split into teams and have a day where they practice
for an hour (5-6pm) and the other day they will play golf which
takes approximately 2 1/2 hours.
September
1 FB v. Emmett Middle School
3 X-Country v. Emmett Middle School @ Emmett
8 Golf Match Play @ Lakeview Golf Club
9 FB v. Mountain Home Jr. High School
10 X-Country v. Sage Valley Middle School
15 FB v. Sage Valley Middle School
Golf Match Play @ Lakeview Golf Club
17 X-Country v. Middleton Middle School @ Middleton
22 Golf Match Play @ Lakeview Golf Club
23 FB v. Vallivue Middle School @ Bishop Kelly HS
24 X-Country v. Vallivue Middle School
29 Golf Match Play @ Lakeview Golf Club
30 FB v. Middleton Middle School

Preschool Happenings

Morning prayer/announcements and our first art class with Mrs. C!

Church Connection

Church Connect
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to 42828
to sign up OR Click here.
Click here to upload the Parish Bulletin

Notes from the Nurse
Saint Alphonsus School Health Program
Dear parents,
Welcome back to school! We are all committed to working together to provide a safe and
nurturing environment for your student(s). In order to provide accurate care, it is important
that the Nursing staff be made aware of any health condition that will have an effect on
your student’s ability to function at school. If you have not already contacted your school
nurse with this information, please do so. There are a variety of care plans and forms
available to keep everyone informed and on track. Food and other types of allergies are
especially important to have on file, as well as any other condition such as diabetes,

asthma, etc. Thank you .
Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, TBD, our school nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Thursdays and Mrs. Placido,
CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Tuesdays.

Notes from the Counselor
Coping with stress in a healthy way will make you, the people you care about, and your community
stronger.
Everyone reacts differently to stressful situations. How you respond to stress can depend on your
background, your social support from family or friends, your financial situation, your health and
emotional background, the community you live in, and many other factors. There are many healthy
ways to deal with stress and anxiety. Below are a few of them.
Healthy ways to cope with stress
Know what to do if you are sick .
Know where and how to get treatment and other support services and resources, including
counseling or therapy (in person or through telehealth services).
Take care of your emotional health. Taking care of your emotional health will help you
think clearly and react to the urgent needs to protect yourself and your family.
Take breaks from watching, reading, or listening to news stories , including those on
social media. Hearing about negative news repeatedly can be upsetting.
Take care of your body .
Take deep breaths or stretch.
Try to eat healthy, well-balanced meals .
Exercise regularly.
Get plenty of sleep .
Make time to unwind. Try to do some other activities you enjoy.
Connect with others. Talk with people you trust about your concerns and how you are
feeling.
Connect with your community- or faith-based organizations .
All of these tips are usual for both adults and children, though you may change things a bit for
children. Make sure they have plenty of time to play and connect with people. A regular schedule is
very important. Getting enough sleep, play, connection, healthy food, having an adult they can talk
to, and relaxation time are important for children to deal with stress or anxiety in a healthy way.
Joe Lipetzky Psy.D.
Ms. Jen Boehm. LCPC
Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Mrs. Jen Boehm, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

