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Letter from our Pastor
Dear St. Mark's Parishioners and Friends,
It's that time of the year again - Lent. As many Catholics already know, this is
always kicked off by Ash Wednesday. Interestingly enough, this is not a Holy Day
of Obligation, but nevertheless remains one of the most popular days of church
attendance throughout the entire year. Please join us for an Ash Wednesday service. Times are
listed below in the “Church Connection” spot. Upcoming events for the parish will often be listed
in that section of this weekly newsletter. Please take a look, especially during this upcoming Lenten
season.
Here are some must know facts about Ash Wednesday as you look at celebrating Lent well this
year:
The exact date of the institution of Ash Wednesday is unknown, but using ashes as a sign of
penance dates back to ancient Judaism, with a more recognizable form of the holiday
coming into being by the 1100's AD.
All Catholics between 18 and 59 who are reasonably able, should fast on Ash Wednesday.
This is done primarily in penance for our sins.
Typically, people have a cross of ashes traced on their forehead during this holy day.
However, due to the pandemic this year, it will be common to see ashes sprinkled on the
head instead as well.
Here are some video links for more info on Lent/Ash Wednesday:
•An overview of Lent (3 min video)
•Scott Hahn, the prominent Catholic scripture scholar, is offering free use of his brand new video
series The Bible and the Mass only during Lent.
•How to pick a suitable penance for Lent (5 min video)
May the light of Christ continue to shine into the future through our children.
Father Ben

Letter from our Principal
Dear St. Mark’s Families,
Happy Valentine’s Day! It is hard to believe we are more than halfway
through the third quarter. We are blessed to be here at school with all
of your children! They continue to grow academically and spiritually
thanks to our dedicated faculty and staff and your support.
Registration for Next Year
It is important to register for the 2021-2022 school year by February 26th to

reserve your spot and receive a $25 discount on registration fees. A link to register
was sent to your email on Wednesday (2/8). We will open registration up for new
families on March 1st.
New Quarantine Guidelines
With support from our school advisory board, we have decided to adjust our
quarantine guidelines for students who have been in close contact with someone who
has tested positive for COVID-19.
IF a student is asymptomatic (shows no symptoms during the entire length of
quarantine), they may return to school after seven days with a negative PCR test
taken no sooner than day five. If no test is taken and the student is asymptomatic,
the student may return after ten days.
Please see more information below under the COVID section of Friday Facts.
Remember that we can administer a salvia-based PCR test at the school.
LENT Begins!
Wednesday, February 17th, begins the season of Lent. We will attend Ash
Wednesday Mass in the morning and have our annual Lenten Retreat in the afternoon.
Have a blessed, safe three-day weekend! School resumes on Tuesday, February 16th.
Students may wear beads with their uniforms for Mardi Gras Tuesday.
Blessings,
Donna Gordon

THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH
OF THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.
LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW
ENTIRE MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW

NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE.

COVID News
St. Mark’s Catholic School is working diligently to ensure the safety of all our
students, by minimizing the opportunity for any potential spread of the COVID19 virus within our school system. We are continuing to partner with the Central
District Health to provide free COVID-19 testing for all of our students, faculty
and staff.
The COVID-19 test is comprised of a saliva-based PCR test supplied by
VAULT.
The testing will occur in the school’s nurse’s office by trained staff
members.
Tests will be administered to students who are believed to have had close
contact with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19.
Once a test is administered, the student must be picked up from school and
remain at home until test results are received.
Tests will be administered no earlier than five days from a close contact with
an infected person.
Parents will be notified of the results through their child’s school Gmail
account within 72 hours of test completion. Parents are asked to report test
results to the school at schooloffice@stmarksboise.org.
Any positive results will follow state reporting procedures and be reported
to Central District Health by Vault.
Parent permission will be requested to administer the test.
Testing is not mandatory.
Please direct your questions to schooloffice@stmarksboise.org

We have created a spreadsheet with weekly updates of COVID information for St. Mark's
School, which will be updated automatically with new information. Click here to view the
spreadsheet. It is also available for viewing on our website under the COVID
Updates/Resources tab.

Let's all continue to practice the 3 W's
wash your hands, watch your distance, and wear your mask
Please make sure that your student brings a couple of masks to
school each day in case the elastic breaks or one gets dirty. The
extra mask should be in a ziploc bag and placed in their backpack.
Due to recent generous donations, we have a stock of masks in case
students break a mask during the day.

If your child is wearing a fabric mask, please make sure that you are
washing it at least a couple of times per week to kill bacteria and germs
that may be present.

Please check your children for COVID symptoms before bringing them
to school in the morning. Click here for Checklist.

Decision Making Trees - What if I'm Exposed to COVID
Parents please read and become familiar with the links below to evaluate if
you should send your child to school:
1. Guidance on COVID Exposure - NEWLY UPDATED for schools
2. Illness Decision Tree for Students - NEW UPDATED for Schools

New Quarantine Guidelines
If you DO NOT have symptoms, see the chart below:

If you HAVE symptoms, see the Illness Decision Tree for Schools:

Student Spotlight

As part of his Christmas wish list, Logan decided that he would be asking family, friends
and neighbors for new or used blankets and winter outerwear to donate to Interfaith
Sanctuary in downtown Boise. His request was so well received, that he was able to
collect over 20 blankets/bedspreads, over 15 coats/jackets and many wool
socks/gloves/beanies. When he delivered the donations, the worker was extremely
grateful, so much, that Logan has decided he is going to make the blanket drive an annual
occurrence. Please save your blankets and outerwear, as he plants to begin collections in
the fall.

Lion Pride Recognition

Congratulations to this week's winners:
Carter E, Simon W, Henry W, Genevieve S, Matthew D, Hunter S, Terra R, Christopher U

Weekly Calendar
Monday, February 15
President's Day - No School
Tuesday, February 16
Dinner Auction Ditch Day for 5G, 7S, 7W, 8E and 8M
Dinner Auction Free Dress Day purchased at online auction
Wednesday, February 17
Ash Wednesday
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass
1:00 p.m. School-wide Lenten Retreat
Thursday, February 18
5th & 7th Grade Scoliosis Screenings
Friday, February 19
12:00 p.m. Friday Noon Dismissal
$1 Optional Spirit Day

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, February 24
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass
10:00 a.m. Parker Portraits taking photos of staff and students not previously
photographed
6:30-8:00 p.m. First Communion Information and Reflection 4: Parable of the Forgiving
Father and First Confession Practice @ St. Mark's Church
Friday, February 26
Teacher Inservice - No School

Home & School
It has been a rough year having a lot of our fun social events cancelled due to
COVID. We didn’t get to meet the new families at the Back to School BBQ. The
Auction was a success, but virtual instead of in person. When you see parents at
school, you may not know who they are! Or who their kids are!!
Home and School is hosting “Masks Off Meet and Greet” via Zoom for each
grade. Below are the dates for each event. An email will be sent out closer to the
date with the Zoom meeting information. Hope you can make it!
3rd grade – Monday, February 15th – 6:30pm
4th grade – Thursday, February 18th – 6:30pm
5th grade – Monday, February 22nd – 6:30pm
6th grade – Tuesday, February 23rd - 6:30pm
7th grade – Wednesday, February 24th – 6:30pm
8th grade – Thursday, February 25th – 6:30pm

Volunteer Opportunities

Do you need Dinner Auction Volunteer hours?? Here is your chance!!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044EACA62BAAFD0-dinner

Lunch Room Volunteers
NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Tuesday (16)—Furioso, Hudspeth
Wednesday (17)—Rivas, Esparza, Anderson
Thursday (18)—Dunlap, Boroff, George, Lankford
St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!
4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:30 to load lunches
on to trays and deliver the trays to the classrooms. Volunteers are given a free lunch.
Please call (208) 375-6654 or email the School Office to volunteer.
Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:00 p.m. (6-8)

Early Release Homework Club SignUp

Homework Club on Early Release Fridays
We have the capacity to have 65 students each Friday. This should meet the needs
determined by the survey.
A Sign Up Genius link will be included each week in the Friday Facts to sign up for
the next Friday. The link will be available on our website.
Spots must be reserved by the Thursday morning before the early release date to
determine the number of staff needed.
IF YOU NEED TO CANCEL YOUR RESERVATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE
SCHOOL OFFICE @ 208-375-6654 BY THURSDAY AFTERNOON.
The 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm time slots will be offered free of charge.
Regular rates will apply for extended school hours as usual.
Students attending Early Release Fridays Homework Club must bring a sack lunch
(HOT LUNCH WILL NOT BE SERVED) and a 2:00 afternoon snack (if needed).
Click here to sign up for Early Release Homework Club.

News
Morning Drop Off Zones for Next Week After 7:45 a.m.
6th grade - Auditorium
3rd grade - Gymnasium
K, 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th, 7th & 8th - Playground
On Fridays after 8:00 a.m. when Mass Choir is practicing in Auditorium,
Grade assigned to Auditorium will report to Zone 7 on the playground.

Thank you to Mr. Jensen and 8th graders Ty,

Parker, Dom and Reed for shoveling snow off
the sidewalks this morning to keep our staff
and students safe.

You should have received an email from SchoolOffice on Wednesday
with your 2021-2022 electronic registration. If you have any questions,
contact the school office @ 208-375-6654.
Click here to download the 2021-2022 Calendar

Click on the picture above to learn more about our
CSW School Community Service Project
Last Chance to donate items is TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
Time to clean out those closets! We are collecting clothing donations for The Wardrobe, an
organization that provides clothes to foster children.

They are currently looking for clothes in like-new condition with no tears
or holes. They have a special need right now for infant clothes up to size
2.

Our Yearbook Class is asking students and families for
any school related pictures to be included in this
year's edition of the yearbook. Do you have pictures of
sports, class parties, scouting event, Rake Up St.
Mark's, community service projects, student award ceremonies,
etc., please email them to schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com.

it's time to order your PDA's for this year's yearbook. Click here to download
the order form. A sample page of 3 different sizes of ad is below.

On Wednesday, February 24, Parker Portraits will be here to take
photos of students and staff who were not photographed in
September. This year, since we are social distancing, we cannot
have our classroom photos taken as a group. We will be using a
composite photo which includes an individual photo of each
student in a classroom (similar to the photo to the left). Because of
this, it is extremely important that we have every student in the
school photographed. Since Picture Day is also a Mass Day,
students will be in Mass Dress for their picture. Parents will have
the option to purchase the individual photos in a packet and also the classroom composite.
All preorders for the Class Composite must be placed online by February 26, 2021.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Go to www.parkerportraitsonline.com
Leave STUDENT KEY blank
Select St Mark's Spring 21 from the drop down menu & Click Open
Enter Student Details (Name, Grade & Teacher)
Enter Contact Details & Click Submit
Add to cart then Checkout

If you purchased the one day Free Dress Day Pass at this year's Dinner Auction online
auction, Tuesday, February 16 is your day.

Purchase your eGift cards at ShopwithScrip.com
or on the RaiseRight app.

Click here to reserve your monitor
Click here to order your cable from monitor to device

Congratulations to this week's Knights of the Week!
Alex Bloom (St. Mark's graduate and current BK student)
Faith, Community
Alex filmed and edited a Catholic School Week video for the Diocese. His time
and talents are truly a blessing to the community! Thank you, Alex, for your
commitment to our Catholic Schools!

TVCS Events/Sports
Spring sports coming soon

Preschool Happenings

Preschool serenaded the office ladies today with valentines and a song.

Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter text
BOISESTMARKSNEWS to 42828 to sign up OR Click here to sign up.
Click here to upload the Parish Bulletin

Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Services at St. Mark's parish:
Liturgy of the Word with ashes, 7:00am
Mass with ashes, 12:00pm and 7:00pm

FISH FRIDAYS ARE BACK!
The Knights of Columbus will be offering curb side fish dinners
to go at St. Mark’s parish, beginning February 26 th.
Keep your eyes peeled for the order form – coming soon! Thank
you for supporting the St. Mark’s council of Knights of
Columbus!

Notes from the Nurse
February is American Heart Month
Heart attack symptoms
The five major symptoms of a heart attack are:
Pain or discomfort in the jaw, neck, or back.
Feeling weak, light-headed, or faint.
Chest pain or discomfort.
Pain or discomfort in arms or shoulder.
Shortness of breath.
If you think that you or someone you know is having a heart attack, call 9–1–1
immediately.
-CDC (www.cdc.org)
==============================================================
CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) saves lives! Haven’t taken a CPR course or not
certified in CPR? Keep in mind it is always better to do SOMETHING rather than
NOTHING… Hands-Only CPR is CPR without mouth-to-mouth breaths. It is
recommended for use by people who see a teen or adult suddenly collapse in an “out-ofhospital” setting (such as at home, at work or in a park). It consists of two easy steps:

1.
2.

Call 9-1-1 (or send someone to do that).
Push hard and fast in the center of the chest.

When you call 911, you need to stay on the phone until the 911 dispatcher (operator) tells
you to hang up. The dispatcher will ask you about the emergency. They will also ask for
details like your location. It is important to be specific, especially if you’re calling from a
mobile phone as that is not associated with a fixed location or address. Remember that
answering the dispatcher’s questions will not delay the arrival of help.
CPR Resources
Hands-Only CPR Fact Sheet
-American Heart Association (Learn more at www.heart.org or www.redcross.org )
Saint Alphonsus School Health Program
Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Sup, our school nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Thursdays and Mrs.
Placido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Tuesdays.

Notes from the Counselor

Joe Lipetzky Psy.D.
Ms. Jen Boehm. LCPC
Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Mrs. Jen Boehm, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

