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Letter from our Pastor
Dear Parents and Friends of St. Mark’s,
Still struggling with what to do for Lent? Don't worry - we have your back. As you
have probably already heard, Lent generally involves at least three practices Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving. With volunteer and staff help, we have compiled a
fun calendar for Lent that gives you challenges in all three of these areas to complete every day of
Lent. Mondays and Thursdays are for prayer, Tuesdays and Saturdays are for almsgiving, and
Wednesdays and Fridays are for fasting. Sundays are meant to be days for faith (always go to
Sunday Mass!) and family, which you will also see here as well.
Please consider taking the "Lenten Calendar Challenge." We think it will be simultaneously fun and
challenging at times. Click HERE to download a printable version. The suggestions are family
friendly. Take the time to truly ADORE HIM this Lent.
May the light of Christ continue to shine into the future through our children.
Father Ben

Letter from our Principal
Dear St. Mark’s Families,
It has been another fantastic week at St. Mark’s! I have been
performing formal classroom observations over the past few weeks,
and it is great to see all the learning that is happening in our wonderful
school!
Thank you so much for the generous participation in our Lenten service projects!
Each class has been assigned specific items to bring in for the St. Mark’s Food Bank
and to make compassion bags for the homeless community. We will be collecting items
until Monday, March 29th. This begins Holy Week, when the students will be putting
together the compassion bags and adding special prayer cards for the most
vulnerable people in our community.
Monday, registration will open up for new families. Please take advantage of the
early bird discount and reserve your spot by tomorrow for next year.
Parking Lot Pick Up Reminders
When entering the lot from Cole Road, you must turn right to stay with the
flow of traffic.
Please don’t leave your car while in the pickup lanes. If you must exit your

vehicle, please find a parking space.
Please do not jaywalk accross Northview St. or use other private parking lots.
Please be patient.
There is no school tomorrow for students. Teachers will participate in an in-service
surrounding testing data, accreditation action plans, and new religion assessments.
Have a blessed three-day weekend.
Peace,
Donna

THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH
OF THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.
LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW
ENTIRE MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW
NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE.

COVID News
St. Mark’s Catholic School is working diligently to ensure the safety of all our
students, by minimizing the opportunity for any potential spread of the COVID19 virus within our school system. We are continuing to partner with the Central
District Health to provide free COVID-19 testing for all of our students, faculty
and staff.
The COVID-19 test is comprised of a saliva-based PCR test supplied by
VAULT.
The testing will occur in the school’s nurse’s office by trained staff
members.
Tests will be administered to students who are believed to have had close
contact with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19.
Once a test is administered, the student must be picked up from school and
remain at home until test results are received.
Tests will be administered no earlier than five days from a close contact with
an infected person.
Parents will be notified of the results through their child’s school Gmail
account within 72 hours of test completion. Parents are asked to report test
results to the school at schooloffice@stmarksboise.org.
Any positive results will follow state reporting procedures and be reported
to Central District Health by Vault.
Parent permission will be requested to administer the test.
Testing is not mandatory.
Please direct your questions to schooloffice@stmarksboise.org

We have created a spreadsheet with weekly updates of COVID information for St. Mark's
School, which will be updated automatically with new information. Click here to view the
spreadsheet. It is also available for viewing on our website under the COVID
Updates/Resources tab.

Let's all continue to practice the 3 W's
wash your hands, watch your distance, and wear your mask

Please make sure that your student brings a couple of masks to
school each day in case the elastic breaks or one gets dirty. The
extra mask should be in a ziploc bag and placed in their backpack.
Due to recent generous donations, we have a stock of masks in case
students break a mask during the day.

If your child is wearing a fabric mask, please make sure that you are
washing it at least a couple of times per week to kill bacteria and germs
that may be present.

Please check your children for COVID symptoms before bringing them
to school in the morning. Click here for Checklist.

Decision Making Trees - What if I'm Exposed to COVID
Parents please read and become familiar with the links below to evaluate if
you should send your child to school:
1. Guidance on COVID Exposure - NEWLY UPDATED for schools
2. Illness Decision Tree for Students - NEW UPDATED for Schools

New Quarantine Guidelines
If you DO NOT Have Symptoms, see the chart below:

If you Have Symptoms, see the Illness Decision Tree for Students above.

Student Spotlight

3rd Graders were awarded their Cursive Licenses in class. Students agree to use their
best cursive penmanship on each assignment with the understanding that if they use
speedy or sloppy writing, their license may be revoked.

Lion Pride Recognition

Congratulations to this week's winners:
Marshall B, Stella T, Faith H, Kingston S (2), Raissa M, Finn F, Adrean D, Ryker H, Riley
T, Carter E, Aspen C, Greta W, Stella T, Ty R, Isana C

Weekly Calendar
Monday, March 1
National Music in Our Schools Month
Tuesday, March 2
Read Across America - Dr. Seuss' birthday
Wednesday, March 3
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass
Friday, March 5
12:00 p.m. Early Release Friday

Upcoming Events
Monday, March 8
5:30 p.m. School Board Meeting
7:00 p.m. H&S Meeting
Wednesday, March 10
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. First Reconciliation @ St. Mark's Church
Thursday, March 11
8:45-11:00 a.m. Student Reconciliation Service @ School
Friday, March 12
12:00 p.m. Early Release Friday
Spirit Day

Home & School
Interested in co-chairing the 2021 Dinner Auction...
You are in luck!
We have one parent volunteer co-chair
and he would love to have someone help him.
Let Home and School know you're interested
and we'll get you connected!

Cafe Zupa's Fundraiser for St. Mark's School is Tuesday, March 9th. We
will also have Community Night Out Fundraisers in April and May.

SAVE THE DATE April 18th, 1pm -3pm
CALLING ALL MOMS!!! It's that time again to spend a fun day with your
awesome son(s). Join us for the 2021 Mom & Son(s) Hangout. We'll be
bowling, eating yummy food (and cupcakes!), having lots of raffle prizes
including one GRAND raffle prize for a lucky mom and a lucky son.
Please allow the Home & School parents to show our appreciation and recognition of you
great moms. We are all so busy with life and you might think you are too busy for this event.
But, together, let's celebrate the wonderful blessing our Lord has given us. The bond between
mother and son(s) is a truly special and unique bond our Lord has given us. Let's celebrate
that together and have fun! Help us reach our goal of a great turn out. Blessings to you all!

Volunteer Opportunities
This year we will be allowing Volunteer Hours for this parish ministry.
The Parish will be needing help with stuffing Easter Eggs. We will not have the Easter egg
hunt this year, but we will have baskets of eggs at the exits for kids to grab on the way out
the door.
Contact Brooke Smith at bsmith@stmarksboise.org or call 208-375-6651 to volunteer.

Lunch Room Volunteers
NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (1)—Hudspeth, Jennings, Thometz, Furioso
Tuesday (2)—Furioso, Colwell, Paz, Hudspeth
Wednesday (3)—Anderson
Thursday (4)—Dunlap, Boroff, Lankford, Colwell
St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!
4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:30 to load lunches
on to trays and deliver the trays to the classrooms. Volunteers are given a free lunch.
Please call (208) 375-6654 or email the School Office to volunteer.
Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:00 p.m. (6-8)

Early Release Homework Club SignUp
Beginning Friday, March 5 and every Friday thereafter,
Friday Homework Club will end at 5:00 p.m.

Homework Club on Early Release Fridays
We have the capacity to have 65 students each Friday. This should meet the needs
determined by the survey.
A Sign Up Genius link will be included each week in the Friday Facts to sign up for
the next Friday. The link will be available on our website.
Spots must be reserved by the Thursday morning before the early release date to
determine the number of staff needed.
IF YOU NEED TO CANCEL YOUR RESERVATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE
SCHOOL OFFICE @ 208-375-6654 BY THURSDAY AFTERNOON.
The 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm time slots will be offered free of charge.
Regular rates will apply for extended school hours as usual.
Students attending Early Release Fridays Homework Club must bring a sack lunch
(HOT LUNCH WILL NOT BE SERVED) and a 2:00 afternoon snack (if needed).

Click here to sign up for Early Release Homework Club.

News
Morning Drop Off Zones for Next Week After 7:45 a.m.

8th grade- Auditorium
4th & 5th - Gymnasium
K, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th & 7th grades - Playground
On Fridays after 8:00 a.m. when Mass Choir is practicing in Auditorium,
Grade assigned to Auditorium will report to Zone 7 on the playground.

During the season of Lent, we are aware of those less fortunate and are collecting
items for the St. Mark’s Food Bank and for Compassion Bags for the homeless.
Compassion Bags - Each class will be assigned one item to bring in for the compassion
bags. Compassion bags are bags filled with items for homeless or less fortunate. We will
be collecting these items until spring break and then assembling the bags during Holy
Week
Food Bank - Each class will be assigned an item that is in crucial need at our St. Mark's
food bank. We will be collecting these items throughout Lent. When students bring in an
item, they may take them with them to Mass and deposit the item in the bin before
Mass (both at school & at church)
LENTEN RETREAT
DONATION ITEMS FOR EACH CLASS

March Choir Schedule - Mrs. Cooper's School Choir
3/1 - 3:30-4:15
3/2 - 3:00-3:45
3/8 - 3:30-4:15
3/9 - 3:00-3:45
3/15 - 3:00-3:45
3/16 - 3:30-4:15
3/29 - 3:30-4:15
3/30 - 3:00-3:45

Since we are in the 3rd quarter of school, it is time to turn in your Volunteer Hours for the
1st semester (or since you last turned in your hours the first of November). Email your
form to schooloffice@stmarksboise.org. You can find the Volunteer Log form on our
website under School Forms.

Beginning Friday, March 5 and every Friday thereafter, Friday
Homework Club will end at 5:00 p.m.

No Homework Club on Friday, March 19, End of 3rd Quarter & the
beginning of Spring Break. This is a Noon Release day.

T-Ball is coming soon for students in Kindergarten through
3rd grade. Our teams will be playing other Catholic
schools and this is a laid back league for students to play
with and meet each other. Click here to download the
Registration Form.

Sunday School Mass – Sunday, February 28th at 11am
Dear Parents,
Our students have the opportunity to host the Mass next Sunday, February 28th at
11:00am.
We are in need of the following students:
4 readers
6 greeters
4 ushers (7th or 8th grade)
2 servers
There are many opportunities for them to be involved. We are just beginning to
incorporate servers into the Mass. If your child has served as an altar server in the past and
would like to serve at this Mass, we will have a special training for them to tell them about
the changes they need to know in light of COVID.
Students who have assigned parts in the Mass (reading, greeting, ushering & serving)
should plan to be at the church at 10:30am on Sunday morning and wear their
uniform. Please email Katie Stroschein at kstroschein@stmarksschoolboise.com to
volunteer for these positions. Thank you!

Wednesday Mass Choir Returns!
We are happy to announce that we will be able to have our Mass choir sing at our
Wednesday Student Body Mass again. This choir is for students in grades 3-8 that
wish to sing in the choir during Mass. In order to join the choir, parents must sign
a permission slip and students must attend the Friday practice. The practice will
be weekly beginning at 7:30am on Friday mornings. The first practice will be
Friday, March 5th at 7:30am. Click here to download the Permission Slip. For
questions, email Katie Stroschein at kstroschein@stmarksschoolboise.com.

8th Grade Parents:
Please be aware that all accepted students to Bishop Kelly will be required to take the High School
Placement Test on April 10th, 2021. Please save the date. Instructions on registering for the test
will be included in acceptance letters which will be sent at the end of March.

It's time to order your PDA for this year's yearbook. Click here to download the order
form. A sample page of 3 different sizes of ad is below. DEADLINE IS MARCH 12.

As some of you know it has been a tradition for many years that
the 8th grade class has their baby pictures in the yearbook. We are
going to continue doing this because they really do love it. Ms. Enrico needs a
baby picture of your student by March 19th. This is right before we head into
spring break. Parents can email picture (highest resolution is best) or send in
the original and it will be scanned and returned. If you have an iPhone, Adobe
Scan (highest resolution is best) works great for taking quick pictures and sending them. If
you have questions you can email Ms. Enrico or call or email the school office and ask for
Mrs. Van.

Click here to reserve your monitor
Click here to order your cable from monitor to device

St. Joseph Virtual Retreat - During this year of St. Joseph, souls are permitted a
plenary indulgence for participating in a spiritual retreat that includes a meditation on St.
Joseph. Salt & Light Radio has collected a series of meditations on St. Joseph from
Diocesan priests and deacons to create a virtual retreat. This do-it-yourself retreat is
available for FREE. Bless others by inviting your prayer groups or apostolates to come
together to watch this special retreat. You can find the retreat guide and videos
at saltandlightradio.com starting on March 19th. St. Joseph, pray for us!

TVCS Events/Sports
TVCS Sports are back! Spring Sports start March 29th!!
Registration is open for Tennis and Tack on our TVCS athletics website
Season schedule along with more information about each program will be announced
through registration email as time gets closer.

Preschool Happenings

Preschool is all smiles even when it's COLD and there are snow flurries out!

Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter text
BOISESTMARKSNEWS to 42828 to sign up OR Click here to sign up.
Click here to upload the Parish Bulletin

We have recently had a generous donor offer to buy a
subscription to Magnificat for 1 year for anyone at
St. Mark's who would like to receive one ($47 value).
For those who don't know what it is, it is a monthly
missal that includes the following:
Daily Mass readings and reflections
Morning, Evening, and Night Prayers for every
day
Short biographies of saints
Liturgical guides
Christian art with symbolism explained
Other seasonally appropriate devotions
This is a huge opportunity and we want you to take advantage of
it. If this is something you are interested in, please email Sandy
Riley, the Office Administrator at St. Mark's Church as soon as
you can.

Stations of the Cross and Curbside fish fry!
Please join us for Stations of the Cross each Friday during Lent at 12:00pm and 6:00pm.
On March 5th, 19th and 26th you can also get your fish dinner – to go! Please download
and print the form HERE.

Notes from the Nurse
Healthy Teeth and Gums for Life!
Good oral hygiene is necessary to keep teeth and gums

health. Oral Health is about more than preventing cavities
and gum disease. Research has shown that there is an association between the health of
a person’s mouth and their overall health.
Tooth decay or gum problems can lead to pain, problems with self-confidence, and tooth
loss. These issues may lead to malnutrition, speech problems and other challenges in a
person’s work, school or personal life.
The following are some best practices that can keep teeth and gums healthy:
1. Brush regularly twice a day, softly not aggressively
2. Use a toothpaste that contains fluoride
3. Floss at least once a day but twice is better
4. See a dentist regularly, ideally every 6 months
5. Do not smoke
6. Consider using a mouthwash. Ask your dentist which is the best mouthwash for your
individual needs.
7. Limit sugary foods and starches
8. Drink water instead of sugary drinks
Practicing good dental care from, infancy to adulthood can help a person keep their teeth
and gums health for a lifetime.
-Medical News Today
Saint Alphonsus School Health Program
Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Sup, our school nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Thursdays and Mrs.
Placido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Tuesdays.

Notes from the Counselor

Joe Lipetzky Psy.D.
Ms. Jen Boehm. LCPC
Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Mrs. Jen Boehm, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.

