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St. Mark’s Catholic School Vision

St Mark’s Catholic School is dedicated to educating student disciples in body, mind and
spirit, through the collaboration of families, community and the Church.

Our Mission

St. Mark’s Catholic School is a ministry of St. Mark’s Catholic Community that fosters
academic excellence, rooted in the Catholic faith, and Christian values.

 
Letter from our Pastor

AN ADVENT LETTER FROM OUR SAVIOR
 
To all my beloved children and disciples:

Well, as you know, it's almost time for my birthday again. Every year there is a big party
for me and it seems like there will be again this year. After all, people have been shopping and preparing
for it for weeks now, and there have been announcements and advertisements almost every day about how
soon it's coming! Some really do go a bit overboard in the material preparation, but it's nice to know that so
many of the faithful, like you and your family, are preparing spiritually for my Advent into your hearts and
homes once again.

You know, it's been many years now since the world started celebrating my birthday. Way back, they
seemed to really appreciate how much it means. How the Father chose my Mother and yours, the Blessed
Virgin Mary, how I incarnated in her womb through the power of the Holy Spirit—and because of that,
how I offered my body on the Cross to save the human race from sin and eternal death. It seems that
nowadays, however, some folks are missing the point of it all. Every year when my birthday comes around
they still throw a big party, but if can you believe it, I’m practically never invited! Imagine! The guest of
honor, and they forget all about me! When the big day finally arrives, I am left out in the cold like my
family was at Bethlehem when there was no room for us at the Inn! But I’ll let you in on a big secret—
even though I am not explicitly invited, I just quietly slip into people’s homes anyway and stand off to the
side, waiting for attentive any hearts to remember me. But usually, when everybody is drinking, laughing,
and having a grand time, all of a sudden, in comes a big jolly fellow in a bright red suit with a white beard
shouting "Ho Ho Ho!" Everyone cheers and all the children come running over to him, excitedly yelling
“Santa!" Although he is certainly a lot of fun, you would have thought that the whole holiday was in his
honor and not mine, the “Santo!” (The Holy One of God.)



The thing is, where I am not honored or even thought of, I cannot remain too long, and usually, no one
even notices that I have gone. But remember I told you, wherever two or more are gathered in my name,
there I am in your midst. That’s a promise. Also, know that I am always holding my own party—every
Sunday—where I hand out the greatest spiritual gifts of grace—my Living Word and my Holy Body and
Blood. But sadly, even though everyone is invited, many still hesitate to respond with constancy to my
invitation. One more important thing—did you know I’ll be throwing the biggest, most fantastic feast at
the end of time in my glorious Second Coming! I'm not saying when that will be, (for only the Father
knows!) but I am continuously sending out invitations, always and everywhere to everyone!

Will you accept my invitation this year? Will you be inviting me to your celebration in your heart and
home? What special gift do you plan on giving me for Christmas?  

Love, JESUS

 
Letter from our Principal

Dear St. Mark's Families,

Happy third week of advent. I pray your families have taken time to enjoy the
season amidst the hustle and bustle. Your children have been very busy
finishing their lessons, projects, and end-of-semester assessments.

I have observed our school-wide learning expectations of Perseverance, Respect,
Integrity, Discipleship, and Excellence in action every day! 

This month we have been focusing on Discipleship and the Christ-like behavior toward
classmates, teachers, and all of the students' service hours that have been submitted are
shining examples of how amazing your children are. Thank you for sharing them with us!

Monday, students may wear their favorite Christmas hat and/or an "Ugly Christmas
Sweater (uniform pants or skorts must be worn). Tuesday is Pajama Day, and we will end
the day with a visit from the Bishop Kelly High School Band, who will help kick off the
break with Holiday music and good cheer. 

I pray you have a joyful weekend. 

Blessings,
Donna Gordon

 
THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH OF

THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.

LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW ENTIRE
MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW NEWSLETTER ON

OUR WEBSITE.

Calling All Dads!

Dads,

It's your time to shine! The Dad's Club is working on its first project for the school and Happy Hour to

https://www.stmarksboise.com/friday-facts


follow next Wednesday the 21st from 4 pm to 7 pm!  Meet at the gym to help us clear out the items
below the stage and prep the area for sprinklers so we can move on to our next stage with the city! 

Two hours of work and an hour or so for a happy hour afterward should kick off the season for
us all!

Click on the link below to be on the email list for details, or just show up to help. See you all soon.

Jot Form for Sign Up

Thank you!

 
Student Spotlight

2nd graders celebrating the Feast of Lady of Guadalupe and modeling the Juan Diego tullas they
decorated.

Lion Pride Recognition

https://form.jotform.com/222915770503151


Discipleship
This month we will focus on our SLE of Discipleship. Please take opportunities to talk to your
students about the importance of this virtue:

An 8th grader is kind and caring towards all.
An 8th grader is a loving disciple of Jesus and shares her faith by being kind to others and
living her faith.
An 8th grader cleaned up the recess equipment.

Congratulations to this week's winners:

CJ S (2), Calie A, Rhinarrah N, Easton B, Emma J, Connor L, Zachary H, Terra R, Tobias W,
Ted N, Gigi M, and Johria B

 
Weekly Calendar

Sunday, December 18
4th Sunday of Advent

Tuesday, December 20
1:45 p.m. K Christmas Cottages
2:15 p.m. BK Band performance
End of First Semester - Full Day of School

 
Upcoming Events

Wednesday, December 21 
Teacher Inservice Day - No School



Thursday, December 22 - Friday, January 6
Christmas Break - No School

Monday, December 26
Mrs. Jankowski's birthday

Thursday, December 29
Mrs. Fuchs' birthday

Monday, January 9
School Resumes
5:30 p.m. School Board meeting
7:00 p.m. Home & School meeting

 
Home & School

Support the school for those last minute Christmas gifts







 
Volunteer Opportunities

 
Lunch Room Volunteers

NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (19)—
Tuesday (20)—Storli, Berry

St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!



4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:45 to load lunches
on to trays and deliver the trays to the classrooms. Volunteers are given a free lunch.

Please call (208) 375-6654 or email the School Office to volunteer.

Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:00 p.m. (6-8)

 
News

LAST CHANCE TO PURCHASE A LASTING MEMORY!

Each student in Mrs. Czarniecki's art class, grades K-7, made
a Christmas ornament for their parents to purchase. Cost is
$5.00 and the ornaments are available in the School Office.

Lost and Found is overflowing. Clothing left over
in Lost & Found during Christmas Break will be
donated to SVdP.

Advent Book Challenge (the ABC) 

Your child should have brought home a copy of the challenge, but if it
got lost, please click on the red link above. Students who complete at least 5
items on the list may put their name in a drawing when they return the
week of January 9. If they complete the entire sheet, they will get two
chances in the drawing. An adult needs to sign off on their sheet
before it can be entered. One book can satisfy more than one of the

challenges :-) The drawing for a bookstore gift card and additional smaller prizes will take place
the week of January 17. "May the odds be ever in your favor!"

Coming in January/February: "The Great Book Swap"--Students can bring in books
they have already read from home and trade them for other people's shared books. They
can begin bringing any donations after the Christmas break. This is a great way to freshen
your home library. Any leftover books will be considered for the library collection. More
info soon...
Coming this Spring: A poetry contest and a bookmark contest. Start thinking about what
you'd like to enter.
There will be a Library Basket to bid on at the "Seas the Day" Auction, specially curated
with readers in mind.

Thank you Mrs. Rosania for bringing this fun Advent idea to our families!

Do you have an event to announce or pictures from an event for our school's Facebook
page, contact Becca Bailey and Maegan Krahn at socialmedia@stmarksschoolboise.comsocialmedia@stmarksschoolboise.com.

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2223FridayFacts/Attachments/Advent Reading Challenge.pdf
mailto:socialmedia@stmarksschoolboise.com


Thank you to Carmen Achabal for creating and managing our social media for the last 8
years.

Click hereClick here to view the January Monthly Calendar.

To download the January Lunch Menu, click here.

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2223MonthlyCalendar/January 2023 Monthly Calendar.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2223LunchMenus/January23.pdf


Sunday, January 22
4:00PM - 7:00PM
Bishop Kelly High School Cafe'

Break bread with our BK Community and enjoy a delicious Italian Dinner.
Details coming soon!

The BK Spirit Store is completely stocked for Christmas!

Please shop our hoodies, hats, blankets and t-shirts to fill up your
favorite student’s stockings. The BK Spirit Store will be open the
following dates in December:

12/17/22 Saturday 9-11am

The Spirit Store is located at the Ysursa Football Field. The BK Spirit Store will NOT
be open during lunch hours in December. Merry Christmas and Go Knights!

Congratulations to this week's BK Knights of the Week!

Gabrielle Huskinson-Heider (St.
Mark's Graduate and BK Sophomore)
Academic Excellence
Gabrielle is a tremendous gift to the
classroom. She is calm, attentive, and
always willing to contribute to classroom
conversations. She asks good
questions and stays on top of her work.
She also helps other students when
they need it.

Sean Myler (BK Senior and Mrs.
Curtis' son) - Safe and Caring Place
Sean is fully inclusive and kind with his
classmates. He always has a good
attitude and is respectful.

 
TVCS Events/Sports

Click here for the TVCS athletic schedule.

https://tvcsathletics.com/


 
Preschool Happenings



These four little elves love to sing Jingle Bells!

 
Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter  text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to
42828 to sign up OR Click here to sign up.

 
Notes from the Nurse

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=spcorpsab&p=oi&m=1119360584178&sit=tctvujijb&f=d7b71789-02cd-44a0-a7dd-57dd2b66950b


Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Fuchs, our school nurse, is at St. Mark’s on
Thursdays and Mrs.Placido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Tuesdays.





 
COVID/Heath News

Children learn best when they are healthy and well-rested. Please, for your child’s health
and safety, and for the health and safety of others, keep sick kids home. If your child is
experiencing any of the symptoms below and these symptoms are not attributable to any
other condition they may have, then your child should stay home.

A temperature of 100 or higher without the use of fever reducing medication
Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or loss of appetite
New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing OR a change in their cough

from baseline for those with allergies/asthma
New congestion or runny nose OR a change in symptoms from baseline for those

with allergies/asthma
Severe sore throat
New or unusual onset of severe headache, muscle, or body aches
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
New loss of taste or smell



New or unusual rash
Pink eye with discharge not associated with diagnosed allergies

A student may return to school when:

They are asymptomatic or symptoms have significantly improved
There has been no vomiting, diarrhea, or fever for 24 hours without the use of

medication
They have been evaluated by a healthcare provider and cleared to return to school

with a note from the provider
They have been taking a prescribed medication for impetigo, strep throat, pink eye,

or any other communicable conditions for 24 hours or per their healthcare providers
instructions/recommendations

COVID-19 Testing and Positive Cases
Consider testing if illness symptoms persist and/or your healthcare provider

recommends testing, test results must come from a lab
Report positive COVID-19 tests to the school
Positive COVID-19 students must self-isolate/stay home for 5 full days, the first day

of symptoms is considered day zero
May return to school on day 6 if asymptomatic or with improving symptoms, masks

recommended for another 5 days
The school will no longer track, trace, or communicate positive cases in the facility

 
Notes from the Counselor

From 16 to 18 years old.
Prudence, flexibility, understanding, loyalty, audacity, humility, optimism.

The first virtues we emphasize for this age level are based on the ability to reason things out intelligently.
In other words, it is almost impossible to develop virtues fully without a certain intellectual capacity. I'm
referring to the virtues of prudence, flexibility, understanding and also loyalty and humility. When we
come to describing how these virtues work, you will be able to see why I say this.

For example, I speak about “continually gathering information,” “thinking out the consequences,”
“protecting a series of values,” “recognizing various factors influencing a situation,” “recognizing one's
own shortcomings,” etc. Therefore, it seems good to emphasize these virtues at the stage when young
people are more intellectually developed. In the previous level we stressed that young people should be
given information about how to approach virtues. The same applies here, only more so. In the earlier stage,
dangers arose out of letting their passions do their own thing, and this latter stage the main danger is
mistaken ideas.  Hence the needs for flexibility, so that they can learn from different situations without
saying goodbye to the standards governing their personal behavior. Prudence is important also. It implies
that a young person keep his eyes open to what is happening around him and seek to know what's what.
Thinking about the consequences of possible actions before he makes a move. Parents should realize that
already at these ages it is very difficult to require children to do things. Nor is it such a good idea anyway.
Rather, what they should be doing is really requiring the children to think things out before taking
decisions. They should be reminding them of the importance of adopting standards which can form the
basis for acting reasonably. Young people should be obliged, really to face up to what their lives are all
about. So that they can act in a coherent way consistent with certain standards, hence the importance of
loyalty.

You will notice that after three virtues connected with prudence, we stressed one connected with justice,
one with Fortitude, and one with temperance. We are already at a more mature age level and as far as
development of the virtues is concerned, we are trying to achieve a certain balance between solid
grounding and something permanent, a realistic assessment of one's potentialities as a person and bold
action to achieve genuine good. In other words, loyalty, humility, and audacity.

Before we finish, I would like to refer to one other virtue, one which is very important for our society



characterized by hatred and despair. I'm referring to optimism. This is a virtue which needs to be
developed in small children at all ages, but I would give it a preferential place here, because it is possible,
by applying one's will, to acquire the habit of always looking at things positively, of seeing the best in
others and thereby being able to help them to improve. At these ages, the young people should really make
an effort to serve others, inspired by supernatural hope, realizing that it is worth all the effort.

Conclusion

To finish this introduction of teaching children human virtues, I should like to emphasize once more, that
family life is something spontaneous, full of love and joy, the sort of thing I have been saying does not aim
to be a plan or method. It's just a series of suggestions to help parents decide more prudently what is best
for them and their children. But sometimes it's useful to try to impose some structure on spontaneous life,
just to get to understand it better and appreciate it more. That's why, at the end of this series, I give a
schedule of virtues by age group and the summary descriptions of how each virtue works. Stressing one
virtue over another is not the important thing. What matters is the whole ensemble of virtues develop.
That's why I would ask parents to make an effort themselves to practice those virtues which they want to
see developing in their children.

I'm sure that everyone will have their own favorite arrangement of virtues. Which virtues would I
especially recommend to parents? Perseverance, patience, and optimism.

As we finish this series, we are heading into Christmas break. I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas.
And a happy and blessed New Year.

Joe Lipetzky Psy.D.
 
Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Sarah Lynch, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Tuesday, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
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