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St. Mark’s Catholic School Vision

St Mark’s Catholic School is dedicated to educating student disciples in body, mind and
spirit, through the collaboration of families, community and the Church.

Our Mission

St. Mark’s Catholic School is a ministry of St. Mark’s Catholic Community that fosters
academic excellence, rooted in the Catholic faith, and Christian values.

 
Letter from our Pastor

Dear Families and Friends of St. Mark’s,

Three weeks into the Advent season—just days from the celebration of Christmas—you
will see the priest wear a “pink” chasuble. Officially, it’s “rose” and not pink. It is a
Catholic tradition for the priest to wear rose-colored vestments and for us to light the rose-
colored candle of the Advent Wreath on “Gaudette” Sunday to symbolize two things—HOPE and
JOY. Purple, or violet, is the more typical color for Advent, representing penitence. However, for this one
Sunday, the color “rose” indicates that, despite this time of preparation and penance—Christ is near—and
so we have HOPE. Moreover, His nearness is the source of our JOY.

HOPE is one of the three Theological virtues, the other two being Faith and Charity (love). “Theological”
means these three virtues are supernatural gifts from God, implanted in our souls at baptism which should
grow throughout our lives. Faith is believing in God. Charity is loving God and our neighbor. Hope is
essential, hope for heaven, that despite our human frailty and failings, no matter how messy life can be, in
the end, we can hope that God will give us all we need to get there. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
states: “Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire and expect from God both eternal life and the
grace we need to attain it.” Christ’s nearness at Christmas is a font of hope because He is Emmanuel,
God-With-Us, one of us, never to leave us or abandon us—ever. Today, this kind of hope seems to be in
short supply. But if we truly understand the meaning of the Incarnation, of God becoming Man, we would
be full of Hope. And hope-filled disciples experience true JOY. 

JOY is not something that can be mass-produced by our commercial consumeristic society. Many people
experience fleeting joys, that ebb, and flow, according to our emotions or even what we purchase. These
brief, fleeting joys are always passing and never permanent. We are promised that if we just buy one more
thing we will experience joy, which may be true for a moment but not for long because no finite, material
thing can ever satisfy the infinite longing of our hearts. The JOY that Christ promises, on the other hand, is



not based on a mere fleeting feeling but on a solid FACT—that Jesus is near—He is already present. The
fact is, His permanent presence in our lives is a fountain of JOY welling up to eternal life. Without Jesus,
we would have little real HOPE or JOY in our lives.

During what remains of Advent, as St. Peter, the first Pope wrote, let us call to mind the reason for our
HOPE, asking God that we might experience true JOY this Christmas. If we keep our eyes fixed on the
manger, we will never feel lost or alone. Picture the Blessed Virgin Mary, longing for the coming of the
Messiah and her immense joy discovering and adoring His presence in her womb.  

With prayers of peace,

Fr. Paul

 
Letter from our Principal

Dear St. Mark's Families,

Happy Advent! Seeing so many families at the Christmas concert on Monday
evening was a lovely way to celebrate the Advent season. Mrs. Cooper is truly
a blessing, and we are so grateful for her passion for fostering a love of music
in our students. To watch the recording of the concert, please click here or visit our
website.

Our first semester of learning is winding down and officially ends on December 20th.
Students will be busy taking end-of-semester assessments, finishing projects and
celebrating the Advent season. Please check your child's grades on PlusPortals and email
their teachers if you have any questions or concerns. Report cads will be posted to your
child's portfolio in PlusPortals the week we return to school in January. 

Giving Tuesday
Thanks to 140 donors, we have met our goal of raising enough funds to finish our chapel,
library and sidewalk/plaza! Donations are still coming in, which will greatly help us complete
smaller projects and reduce our loan with the Diocese of Boise. The generosity of this
community is truly remarkable! While this beautiful season of giving continues, we will have
a final announcement at the beginning of January to let everyone know the final amount
that was donated to the Journey with Us campaign.

Illness Policy Reminder
The flu, RSV, and a nasty stomach virus are sweeping through the school, and our absentee
rate is increasing daily. Please check your child(ren) for symptoms before sending them to
school. If they have a fever over 100 degrees, are vomiting, or have diarrhea, please keep
them home until they are symptom-free for 24 hours without medication.

Increase in Lunch Price
We all know the cost of food has risen dramatically over the past year. During last year's
budgeting process, we didn't anticipate the 30% increase we saw in the first four months
of school. Efforts are being made to find as many cost savings as possible while still
providing nutritious, satisfying meals to your children. Beginning in January, the lunch price
will increase from $3.50 to $3.85. Thank you for understanding.

I pray you have a blessed, safe, healthy weekend.

https://fb.watch/hjpGJgwXk9/


Peace,
Donna Gordon

 
THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH OF

THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.

LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW ENTIRE
MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW NEWSLETTER ON

OUR WEBSITE.

Revitalization News

For more information about how to participate in the
Journey with Us 2 Finish campaign,

please contact Kathleen Brinegar in the
School Office at 208-375-6654.

 
Student Spotlight

Isana won 1st place in the Catholic
Charities Christmas Card Art Contest.
Congratulations Isana!

Sophia won 2nd place in the Catholic
Charities Christmas Card Art Contest.
Way to go Sophia!

https://www.stmarksboise.com/friday-facts


Congratulations to the TVCS Wrestling Knights for earning
2nd place and the Sportsmanship award at Districts.

Evan M - 1st place
Matteo W - 2nd place
Davis R - 2nd place
Lorenzo P - 3rd place
Jack Mullin - 5th place
Grady Noll - 5th place
Jack W - 6th pla
Connor T - 6th place

Lion Pride Recognition

Discipleship
This month we will focus on our SLE of Discipleship. Please take opportunities to talk to your
students about the importance of this virtue:

A 3rd grader helped a kindergartener up when they fell down
A 6th grader put up chairs in the classroom at the end of the day
A 6th grader was helpful showing Mrs. Lynch around

Congratulations to this week's winners:

Lucas L, Addison B, Connor T

 
Weekly Calendar



Saturday, December 10
Mrs. Van's birthday

Sunday, December 11
3rd Sunday of Advent

Monday, December 12
5:30 p.m. School Board Meeting
7:00 p.m. Home & School Meeting is cancelled
Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe

Tuesday, December 13
6:30 p.m. Education Foundation Annual Meeting @ Church

Wednesday, December 14
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mr. Groninger's 7th grade
6:30 p.m. Communal Reconciliation Service @ Church
Mrs. Rivas' birthday

Friday, December 16
$1 Optional Spirit Day

 
Upcoming Events

Sunday, December 18
4th Sunday of Advent

Tuesday, December 20
1:45 p.m. K Christmas Cottages
2:15 p.m. BK Band performance
End of First Semester - Full Day of School

Wednesday, December 21
Teacher Inservice Day - No School

Thursday, December 22 - Friday, January 6
Christmas Break - No School

 
Home & School







Thank you to everyone who ordered RaiseRight Scrip. We raised over $800 for Home & School
and helped make Christmas gift-giving easy. Remember you can order e-cards anytime from
RaiseRight and print them at home. Orders will be delivered to school on Monday, December 12.

 
Volunteer Opportunities

 
Lunch Room Volunteers



NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (12)—Hudspeth, Manzanares
Tuesday (13)—Berry
Wednesday (14)—Anderson, LaMott, Hickman, Webster
Thursday (15)—Storli, Manzanares
Friday (16)—Antonoplos, Paz, Cavazos

St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!

4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:45 to load lunches
on to trays and deliver the trays to the classrooms. Volunteers are given a free lunch.

Please call (208) 375-6654 or email the School Office to volunteer.

Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:00 p.m. (6-8)

 
News

Thank you to Mrs. Cooper, our Kindergarteners through 5th graders, our
orchestra and choir students who filled us with the Spirit of Christmas on
Monday night.

Lost and Found is overflowing. Clothing left over in Lost &
Found during Christmas Break will be donated to SVdP.

Each student in Mrs. Czarniecki's art class,
grades K-7, made a Christmas ornament for
their parents to purchase. Cost is $5.00 and
the ornaments are available for pick up in the
School Office.



Corpus Christi City Light Shelter Ronald McDonald House

A big thank you to our students for donating items for our service component at last Wednesday's
Advent Retreat. 

The recipients of the lunches at Corpus Christi, and the gift bags/items at City Light
Shelter and Ronald McDonald House were so very appreciative. We visited for a few
minutes with the clients at Corpus Christi, and they expressed how much it meant knowing that
someone cares about them especially at this time of the year. Also, we were able to tour the new
Ronald McDonald Home (just completed in 2020) and saw their "Santa's Workshop", where
every family member staying there can pick out a Christmas gift. They said that they'll use the gift
bags we made as welcome gifts for the families that stay there each week.

Again, a big thank you to our 6 Student Council members (Peter P, Michael T, Daniella D, Payton
H, Ben D, and Hayden P) along with Mrs. Torkelson, Mrs. Dabelich, and Ms. Newman for your

https://corpuschristiboise.org/
https://boiserm.org/facilities/city-light/
https://www.rmhcidaho.org/


help dropping off the items. 

Thank you St. Mark's students for your donations to SVdP's
Christmas Toy Drive, another show of generosity during this
holiday season.

We have many students and staff with illnesses from colds, to flu, to RSV, to
strep, to covid. Please refer to the Health News section below and follow our
wellness policy to keep everyone safe and well.

VarsityBits is NOW Ages 6-12! VarsityBits is NOW Ages 6-12! 

 Winter Registration starts next month & are excited to share our newest
program VarsityBits, which is offered for ages 6-12!

YES, we said through age 12 (you asked we listened)
AND with an added class option (see below)

VarsityBits is our enhanced running class for ages 6-12 that builds on our original BoiseBits
curriculum but with an added dimension for those that want more of a challenge. Elements of
this program include more extensive dynamic warmups, age-appropriate strength work, and a

mix of speed, agility & endurance work. And still so much fun with our same running games and
empowerment principles! 

Winter VarsityBits Options:
Camel's Back Park, Boise: Tuesdays 4:00-4:45

Baggley Park, Boise: Saturdays 9:30-10:15
Bear Creek Park, Meridian: Mondays 4:30-5:15

And as a way to kick off our first season offering VarsityBits, please use the
code VARSITYBITS for a $15 discount at registrationregistration.

The BK Spirit Store is completely stocked for Christmas!

Please shop our hoodies, hats, blankets and t-shirts to fill up your favorite
student’s stockings. The BK Spirit Store will be open the following dates in
December:

12/9/22 Friday…Silent Knight game 6-8pm
12/13/22 Tuesday 6-8pm
12/17/22 Saturday 9-11am

The Spirit Store is located at the Ysursa Football Field. The BK Spirit Store will NOT be open
during lunch hours in December. Merry Christmas and Go Knights!

Save the Date - Sunday, January 22 - Pasta Festa from 4:00 - 7:00 PM in the BK Cafeteria

https://boisebits.com/store


BK Winter Concert
BK's Winter Concert is on Monday, December 12 beginning at 7:00pm in the REG gymnasium (located
in the main building right next to the fountain) at Bishop Kelly High School. It will feature the Choir,
Band, Orchestra, and Guitar ensembles. Admission is only $5 for adults, $3 for HS students, $2 for
younger students and senior citizens, and kids age 5 or younger are free. The award-winning BK
ensembles will be performing a wide variety of music, doors will open to the public at 6:30pm. We
hope to see you there!

Congratulations to this week's Knights of the Week!

Madison Hutchinson
- St. Mark's
Graduate and BK
Senior - Community
Madison is an all
around great young
woman. She's

interested in what she studies.
She cares for her classmates and
teachers. She takes responsibility
for the welfare of others. She's
totally reliable. And, she's a great
friend to many!

Tyler Godfrey - St.
Mark's Graduate and
BK Senior -
Generosity
Tyler has unselfishly
taken time out of his
personal schedule to

help others to design and print a
very complicated 3-D project
simply to be of assistance to his
peers. I appreciate Tyler’s
kindness and generosity to others!

 
TVCS Events/Sports

Click here for the TVCS athletic schedule.

https://tvcsathletics.com/


Parents, we are in the process of collecting rosters of which students are interested in playing on
our St. Mark's teams. This flyer is for information only, all team registrations and fees will be
taken care of through the school office.

 
Preschool Happenings



Our little Cubs enjoyed working and playing together during this 2nd week of Advent. We talked
about Jesus' great love for us!  

 
Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter  text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to
42828 to sign up OR Click here to sign up.

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=spcorpsab&p=oi&m=1119360584178&sit=tctvujijb&f=d7b71789-02cd-44a0-a7dd-57dd2b66950b


 
Notes from the Nurse

Dear Parents and Faculty of our Catholic School
Communities,

My name is Christina Klaas and I would like to introduce
myself to you all. I am joining the Saint Alphonsus School Health program as the new program
coordinator, following in the footsteps of MaryLou Cunningham, who is retiring after 27 years of
amazing and faithful service to the School Health Program.  I am based full time at Bishop Kelly
and will be supporting our nurses in the other 6 Catholic Schools. I am excited to be part of this
team and look forward to working with your schools and students.



Have a blessed Advent~

Christina Klaas BSN, RN
Christina.Klaas@saintalphonsus.orgChristina.Klaas@saintalphonsus.org

Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Fuchs, our school nurse, is at St. Mark’s on
Thursdays and Mrs.Placido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Tuesdays.

 
COVID/Heath News

Children learn best when they are healthy and well-rested. Please, for your child’s health
and safety, and for the health and safety of others, keep sick kids home. If your child is
experiencing any of the symptoms below and these symptoms are not attributable to any
other condition they may have, then your child should stay home.

A temperature of 100 or higher without the use of fever reducing medication
Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or loss of appetite
New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing OR a change in their cough

from baseline for those with allergies/asthma
New congestion or runny nose OR a change in symptoms from baseline for those

with allergies/asthma
Severe sore throat
New or unusual onset of severe headache, muscle, or body aches
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
New loss of taste or smell
New or unusual rash
Pink eye with discharge not associated with diagnosed allergies

A student may return to school when:

They are asymptomatic or symptoms have significantly improved
There has been no vomiting, diarrhea, or fever for 24 hours without the use of

medication
They have been evaluated by a healthcare provider and cleared to return to school

with a note from the provider
They have been taking a prescribed medication for impetigo, strep throat, pink eye,

or any other communicable conditions for 24 hours or per their healthcare providers
instructions/recommendations

COVID-19 Testing and Positive Cases
Consider testing if illness symptoms persist and/or your healthcare provider

recommends testing, test results must come from a lab
Report positive COVID-19 tests to the school
Positive COVID-19 students must self-isolate/stay home for 5 full days, the first day

of symptoms is considered day zero
May return to school on day 6 if asymptomatic or with improving symptoms, masks

recommended for another 5 days
The school will no longer track, trace, or communicate positive cases in the facility

 
Notes from the Counselor

Virtues 13- 15 years old
Modesty, moderation, simplicity, sociability, friendship, respect, patriotism.

mailto:Christina.Klaas@saintalphonsus.org


From 8 to 12 years of age, approximately, we have emphasized virtues connected with fortitude and
justice insofar as they involve a child adapting his behavior to certain concrete instructions. From age 13 to
15, it seems desirable in view of the young person’s greater awareness of his own intimacy, to insist
especially on virtues linked to temperance in the first place. The purpose behind this is to help him keep
goodness in sight, and not let his passions get out of control.

Parents are well aware how common it is nowadays for young people to be given bad examples by others
who indulge in all sorts of extreme behavior in search of some superficial pleasure.

If we emphasized fortitude earlier on, we now come to harnessing that virtue to protect what's in
everyone's precious possession, his intimacy. By this I mean soul, sentiments, thoughts, not just physical
intimacy. The virtues of modesty and moderation involve recognizing the value of what one possesses, so
as then to make better use of it in accordance with standards which are right and true.

What kinds of motivation can we offer children at this stage? I think we have to give them reasons. We
ourselves generally learned to behave by imitating our educators; but nowadays our children are not
inclined to imitate us. They ask for reasons. And we have no reasons to give them. Or, at least we don't
give them in a way that can readily be grasped by them. We know well that there is no standard recipe for
bringing up children. But in connection with giving information to young people, I would dare to offer a
recipe: Information should be given by the three C’s- clearly, concisely, then changing the subject.

Apart from those virtues connected with temperance, it is good also to emphasize others, which have to do
with the person's privacy and with his relationship with others. That is why I stress sociability, friendship,
respect, and patriotism. These four virtues presuppose being interested in one's own privacy and in the
good of other people in a practical way. And it is here that the parents can make the biggest contribution. I
refer to the guidance they give their children about how to channel their concern for others into practical
acts of service. We should realize that the adolescent is by his very nature idealistic and also needs to have
new experiences. If we parents fail to help him, then it is likely that outside influences will misguide him.

We have included one of the other virtues for this age bracket. Simplicity, because an adolescent needs it
if he is to act in accordance with his ideals and to be accepted for what he is. Next week we will look at the
virtues for youth from 16 to 18 years old.

Joe Lipetzky Psy.D.
 
Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Sarah Lynch, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Tuesday, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
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