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St. Mark’s Catholic School Vision

St Mark’s Catholic School is dedicated to educating student disciples in body, mind and
spirit, through the collaboration of families, community and the Church.

Our Mission

St. Mark’s Catholic School is a ministry of St. Mark’s Catholic Community that fosters
academic excellence, rooted in the Catholic faith, and Christian values.

 
Letter from our Pastor

Dear Families and Friends of St. Mark’s,

 People who have traveled to the Holy Land have often described their pilgrimage as “one
of the most spiritual experiences that they have ever had.” This is what the holy Season of
Advent offers us, an opportunity to travel spiritually back in time to the place where our
Lord chose to dwell among us. Through the vivid examples of Sacred Scripture the Church offers us, we
can well imagine and even see the places where Jesus had been, with “spiritual eyes.” In Nazareth, I
witness where the Annunciation took place. In Bethlehem, I marvel at where Jesus was born. This whole
idea of pilgrimage, of searching for and finding God through the power of grace, is at the heart of
Advent’s readings. In the letter of St. James, we are told to be patient in our search for the Lord and to
have a strong spiritual heart that yearns for the love of God. In Matthew’s gospel, we hear about John the
Baptist’s search for the Messiah. Jesus says: “Tell John what you see. The blind see, the lame walk, the
deaf hear, and the dead are raised,” He was fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy regarding Himself.

When the Son of God comes to us this Christmas, it is quite possible to have the best spiritual experience
of our lives. As the Book of Isaiah tells us, it can be awesome—the desert will rejoice, the flowers will
sing their song of praise to the glory of God.

As we begin the third week of Advent, we too are called to continue our pilgrimage towards Christmas, to
search for and await with longing the coming of the Lord. But do we see the Lord coming to us? When I
am out shopping at the mall for Christmas gifts or collecting food and clothing for the poor as gifts… As
my family and friends reach out and love me…As I reach out with kindness to the people at my work and in
my home… Whatever the case, during the time that remains of Advent, we are called to journey towards
God, and to see God coming to us, God who is all around us and always coming to us daily. We are invited
to have the best spiritual experience of our lives this coming Christmas. In this way, we will come face to
face with the love of God in Jesus. So, let each one of us rededicate ourselves to this spiritual journey in

https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/stmarks


preparation for Christmas.

With prayers and gratitude,

​Fr. Paul

 
Letter from our Principal

Dear St. Mark's Families,

Happy Advent season! Your children have been very busy completing the
second quarter by taking semester exams, presenting final projects,
performing in a joyful Christmas concert, wrapping up AR quizzes to meet
reading goals, celebrating Las Posadas in Spanish class, preparing special gifts for
Christmas, and so much more. Report cards will be posted in FACTS the Friday we return to
school, January 12, 2024.

Next week, our last day will be a noon dismissal on Thursday, the 21st. Lunch will not be
served, and Homework Club will not be available. Chick-fil-A orders will be delivered to
students who ordered a meal, as they depart for the Christmas Break.

Reflecting on 2023, I appreciate how blessed I am to be the principal of St. Mark's. The
joy your children bring to the school, your spirit of volunteerism, the dedication of our
faculty and staff, the support of our parish, and the countless Christ-like efforts made by
this community every day make being your principal an honor. May your family have a
beautiful Christmas and the most blessed New Year.

Peace,
Donna Gordon

 
THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH OF

THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.

LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW ENTIRE
MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW NEWSLETTER ON

OUR WEBSITE.

 
Student Spotlight

https://www.stmarksboise.com/friday-facts


Lucas loves to volunteer with St Vincent de Paul and he works the Christmas Toy Shop.

2nd & 3rd grade Girl Scout Troop 945
learned about St. Luke's Mobile Care and
the health services they provide to local
students. Thank you to Mrs. Huttash,
CNP, Sawyer's mom, who works with the
care unit, for sharing information with the
girls.

Lion Pride Recognition



Congratulations to this week's winners:

Connor L, Zoe K, Halle R, Patrick N, Easton B, Jaxson S, Tyus R, Jared T, Ben G

 
Weekly Calendar

Friday, December 15
7:00-9:00 p.m. 7th & 8th Grade TVCS Dance @ Sacred Heart

Sunday, December 17
3rd Sunday of Advent

Wednesday, December 20
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Bastian's 5th grade

Thursday, December 21
End of First Semester - Noon Dismissal (beginning of Christmas Break-Monday, January 8)

Friday, December 22
Teacher In-Service - No School

 
Upcoming Events

Sunday, December 24
4th Sunday of Advent
Mrs. Whitescarver's Birthday
Christmas Eve Masses: 4:00, 7:00 & 11:00 p.m.

Monday, December 25



Christmas Mass: 10: 00 a.m.

Tuesday, December 26
Mrs. Jankowski's Birthday

Friday, December 29
Mrs. Fuchs' Birthday

Monday, January 1
Happy New Year

Monday, January 8
Teacher Inservice - No School
5:30 p.m. School Board Meeting
7:00 p.m. Home & School Meeting

Tuesday, January 9
School Resumes

 
Home & School

St Mark's Community Night at Panera made $349.39! Great job St. Mark's families! 

Congratulations to this year's H&S Christmas
Card Art Contest winners:

K-2 - Adrean D.
3-5 - Peter B.
6-8 - Maitane L.

Each student won a set of greeting cards
featuring their art.



Click here to order your tickets
or click on the flyer

https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/stmarks


Click here to purchase your tickets

http://stmarksschool.schoolauction.net/bloom


It's Raffle Ticket time. Click here to print your tickets.

 
Volunteer Opportunities

 
Lunch Room Volunteers

NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (18)—Bauer
Tuesday (19)—Cavazos, Chavier
Wednesday (20)—LaMott, Gorney, Binns, Bailey

St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!

4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:45 to serve lunches and
clean tables in the lunchroom. Volunteers are given a free lunch.

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2324FridayFacts/Attachments/2024 Dinner Auction Raffle Sheets.pdf


Please call (208) 375-6654 or email the School Office to volunteer.

Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:00 p.m. (6-8)

 
News

Thank you to Mrs. Cooper, our students and teachers in Grades K-5,
St. Mark's School Choir and our Advanced Orchestra for sharing their
talents with us at Monday night's Music Program and bringing
Christmas Cheer to this Holiday Season. Thank you to the Tverdy
family for engineering the sound and recording the concert.

The link for the St. Mark's School Christmas Music Program is now on our
website at www.stmarksboise.com

Our students in grades K-7 have made
Christmas ornaments in Art Class using a
process called Hydro Dipping.

The sale of these ornaments help support our
art program. The cost is $5.00 per ornament.
This year's ornament includes a light to
place inside the ornament to light up your
tree!

Contact Mrs. Czarniecki if you would like to purchase your child's
ornament. aczarniecki@stmarksschoolboise.com

Advent Book Challenge 2023/2024

Directions: Over the rest of Advent and the Christmas season, keep reading. If you
complete 5 or more of the tasks below, submit your sheet to Mrs. Rosania to be
entered for a prize drawing when you return from Christmas break. Your parent must
sign off. Last day for submissions is January 15 by 3pm.

o  Read while listening to music.
o  Read to your pet or favorite stuffie.
o  Read a nonfiction book.
o  Read a book while watching it snow (real or on TV).
o  Eat a Christmas treat while you read.
o  Read an e-book.
o  Listen to an audio book.
o  Read while snuggled in your favorite blanket.
o  Read the instructions to a game, then play it.
o  Read to a family member or friend over the phone/computer.
o  Read in your PJs.
o  Read a cereal box.
o  Read a recipe, then make it.
o  Read to someone older than you.
o  Read to someone younger than you.
o  Read a genre you’ve never read.
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My name________ Parent signature__________________
My Teacher____________

Click here to download the Advent Book Challenge form

The Middle School Robotics Class (6th - 8th grades) still has openings for the dates of January 9, 11, 16,
18, 23, 25, 30 and February 1. Click here to sign up.

School dismisses on Thursday, December 21 at
Noon and resumes on Tuesday, January 9.

Congratulations to this week's Knights of the Week!

Calie Aguilera - Academic Excellence (St. Mark's Graduate and BK
Freshman)
Calie's active participation ignites a spark among her peers. Her enthusiasm
and involvement act as a magnet, encouraging others to participate and
contribute their thoughts and ideas. She seems to have an innate ability to bring
out the best in her classmates, making her an invaluable asset to the vibrant
heartbeat of my freshman group.

 
TVCS Events/Sports

Click here for the TVCS athletic schedule.

​Dear TVCS Parents,

This Spring, TVCS is happy to offer Boys Lacrosse as an activity. TVCS Lacrosse will be
organized by Mr. Jason Smith. It is not a typical TVCS activity. The league is organized through
USA Lacrosse. 

This is open to 6th through 8th grade boys. Practices will be 3 nights per week from 6:00-8:00
pm. Games will be Saturdays from approximately March 2 - May 18 with bye-weeks over Spring
Break. 

If interested, please contact Mr. Smith at BK@BlackKnightsLacrosse.org. He will be able to
provide you with additional information about registration and answer questions you may have. 

Thank you and Go Knights!

BK Lacrosse Flier

 
Preschool Happenings

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2324SchoolForms/Advent Book Challenge 23_24.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0948ACAB2EA3FD0-45381027-robotics
https://tvcsathletics.com/
mailto:BK@BlackKnightsLacrosse.org
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2324FridayFacts/Attachments/LAX update.pdf


Our 7th Grade buddies put on a play about Saints Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe
for our preschool group on Thursday. They did a wonderful job! Thank you to our talented
7th graders and to Mrs. Behrend for sharing this blessed event with us. We enjoyed having
you.

 
Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to
42828 to sign up OR Click here to sign up.

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=spcorpsab&p=oi&m=1119360584178&sit=tctvujijb&f=d7b71789-02cd-44a0-a7dd-57dd2b66950b




 
Notes from the Nurse



Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Bostenero, RN, BSN, is at St. Mark's on Mondays and
Wednesdays, Mrs. Fuchs, RN, BSN, is at St. Mark’s on Thursdays and Mrs. Placido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is
here on Tuesdays.

 
Notes from the Counselor

Hello St. Mark’s Families - 

One of the things that I continually discuss with students is the idea of having a growth mindset. This is the
belief that our mind “grows.” We need to believe in our unlimited potential and that hard work will always
keep us moving forward.  We understand that our brain works like other muscles in our body.  With
exercise and/or effort, our brain will keep getting stronger, faster and better. 



The opposite of a growth mindset is a fixed mindset. This is the belief that people are born a certain way
and that they are stuck like that.  A fixed mindset does not see that people change and get better. 

Examples:
Fixed Mindset: I am not artistic. 
Growth Mindset: I have to work hard to do well in Art class.

Fixed Mindset:  I cannot do this.
Growth Mindset:  I cannot do this, yet.

As you spend some time as a family watching holiday movies over the next few weeks, I invite you to
choose one of the suggested growth mindset holiday favorites.  See if your child can identify growth
mindset and the power of the word “yet.”

Sarah Lynch
St. Mark’s School Counselor



Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Sarah Lynch, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Tuesday, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
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	Congratulations to this year's H&S Christmas Card Art Contest winners:

