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St. Mark’s Catholic School Vision

St Mark’s Catholic School is dedicated to educating student disciples in body, mind and
spirit, through the collaboration of families, community and the Church.

Our Mission

St. Mark’s Catholic School is a ministry of St. Mark’s Catholic Community that fosters
academic excellence, rooted in the Catholic faith, and Christian values.

 
Letter from our Pastor

Dear Families and Friends of St. Mark’s,

Last week I wrote about being truthful in our prayer lives. This week, the opposite, lying,
is important to understand. 

We all remember the story of the boy who cried “Wolf!” once too often, with disastrous results. If society
and our own individual lives are to function smoothly, we must be able to believe one another. Lying,
then, is sinful. The sinfulness of the lies may vary according to the conditions and the seriousness of the
matter about which the lie is told. Some people often confess what they call “little white lies,” which may
be less grave but are nonetheless dangerous because they are untruths and may easily lead to habitual
lying. Others lie because they fear the truth may not be accepted or may cause an adverse reaction. So, for
lack of courage many times we fail to tell the truth. But remember the Eighth Commandment: You shall
not bear false witness against your neighbor. This prohibits lying, perjury, gossip, spreading rumors,
defamation of character, hypocrisy, and boasting.
 
Our Lord, before Pilate, said that the primary reason for His coming was “to witness to the truth”. He
called the devil “a liar from the beginning” and insisted that “the truth will set you free.” We know that
“the truth hurts” mainly because it can be used as a club to beat us with. The truth sets us free when it is
communicated with Christ-like love. That should always be our goal—witnessing to the truth with love.

 With prayers and friendship in Jesus and Mary,

Fr. Paul

 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2324SchoolForms/2023 flu shot consent and information.pdf


Letter from our Principal

Dear St. Mark's Families,

Happy fall! We completed a fantastic 6th week of school. Thank you for
having such incredible children who come to school ready to learn, share their
ideas, and be beautiful examples of Christ. God is good!

Erin Martin, our assistant principal, and I spent three days training with the creator of
Trust-Based Observations, Craig Randall. We are so excited to bring this innovative
observation tool to St. Mark's that will directly affect teachers' practice and student
learning.

Tomorrow, our 8th graders are hosting the 5:00 p.m. Mass, which will be followed by the
parish picnic. There will be bouncy houses, games, music, and Italian food in honor of St.
Padre Pio's feast day. The parish is still looking for volunteers. The sign-up Genis is posted
below.

Next week, our sixth graders are heading to The McCall Outdoor Science School (MOSS).
They will spend the week learning outdoors with University of Idaho graduate students,
canoeing, hiking, bonding with classmates, and so much more! A huge thank you to our Home
and School Association's fundraising efforts that pay for the trip each year and to all
those who contribute to the fundraisers.

I pray you have a blessed weekend.

Peace,
Donna Gordon

 
THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH OF

THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.

LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW ENTIRE
MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW NEWSLETTER ON

OUR WEBSITE.

Please pray for our 6th graders, their teachers andPlease pray for our 6th graders, their teachers and
chaperones who leave on Monday for MOSS and return onchaperones who leave on Monday for MOSS and return on
Friday. Pray that they have safe travels and a fun week ofFriday. Pray that they have safe travels and a fun week of
learning and fellowship.learning and fellowship.

 
Student Spotlight

https://www.stmarksboise.com/friday-facts


St. Mark's TVCS Cheerleaders - from left to right - Clara J, Sophia D, Bentlee H, Bella W, Addie
R, Faith H and Raquel C. You will see them cheering on the Black Knights at all football games
this fall.

Has your child done something amazing, please send a photo and
explanation to schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com and we will feature
them here.

Lion Pride Recognition

mailto:schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com


Congratulations to this week's winners:

Max B, Jude Q, Lucas L, Landry B, Luke D

 
Weekly Calendar

Monday, September 25
6th grade leave for MOSS (will be in school until departure)

Tuesday, September 26
6th grade at MOSS

Wednesday, September 27
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Summer's 5th grade
6th grade at MOSS

Thursday, September 28
6th grade at MOSS

Friday, September 29
1:00(ish) p.m. 6th grade returns from MOSS

 
Upcoming Events

Monday, October 2
School Custodian Appreciation Day

Wednesday, October 4
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass present by Ms. Hatfield's 6th grade



4:00-9:00 p.m. St. Mark's Community Night at Farmstead
7:30 p.m. Mrs. Gordon kisses a pig at Farmstead

Friday, October 5
Spirit Day

Saturday, October 6
Mrs. Paz Birthday

 
Home & School

Click on the link below to sign up to help at this year's Dinner Auction.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0449A8A62EA2FD0-dinner#

or email Jenn Baxter at Stmarksschoolauction@gmail.com

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0449A8A62EA2FD0-dinner#
mailto:Stmarksschoolauction@gmail.com


 
Volunteer Opportunities

Parent Weekly Library Volunteers



Mondays - 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Tuesdays - 12:30-2:45 p.m.
Thursdays - 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Fridays - 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Volunteers will put books in order, shelve them and help with class check outs. Contact Mrs.
Rosania at brosania@stmarksschoolboise.com if you would like to volunteer.

Book Fair is Coming
(Parent Volunteers Needed)

Click here to sign up for a time slot to volunteer. Book Fair runs from Friday, October 13 (set up)
through Friday, October 20.

 
Lunch Room Volunteers

NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (25)—Jower (2)
Tuesday (26)—Schaller
Wednesday (27)—Corcoran, Rubalcava, Binns, Gorney
Thursday (28)—Storli, Speck
Friday (29)—Antonoplos, Paz, Binns, Gorney

St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!

4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:45 to load lunches
on to trays and deliver the trays to the classrooms. Volunteers are given a free lunch.

Please call (208) 375-6654 or email the School Office to volunteer.

Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:00 p.m. (6-8)

 
News

The weather is turning colder,
make sure your students come to school with a

jacket, gloves and hat for outside recesses.

Thank you to our 8th grade parents for the
delicious Home & School lunch last week. We
were truly spoiled and loved it!

Peter Green, St. Mark's Church, will be hosting EM training Sunday, October 1st after both
the 8:30 and 5:00 Masses. He will also be leading another training on Monday, October 9th at
3:30 in hopes of training St. Mark's School families. No need to register, just come to the
training.

TardinessTardiness - Punctual arrival at school is important. Students shall be considered tardy if
they are not in their classroom prior to the starting time. If a child will be late, please

mailto:brosania@stmarksschoolboise.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0948ACAB2EA3FD0-44356365-stmarks#/


contact the office via telephone or email. Students who are tardy are expected to sign in
at the office prior to heading to their classroom. Failure to check in at the office will be
marked absent for the day.

Tardies are tracked on a quarterly basis. Students will serve a lunch detention / or pay a
$10 fine after accumulating 3 unexcused tardies within a quarter. Repeated unexcused
tardies in all grades will result in appropriate action by the administration.

St. Mark's School ChoirSt. Mark's School Choir

Any 5th - 8th grade student is welcome to join choir! Rehearsals are Mondays
and Tuesdays after school from 3:00pm-3:45pm in the Music room. No
audition needed and even if the student can go once a week to start due to
sports, please just come! Email Mrs. CooperEmail Mrs. Cooper if you have any questions.

mailto:lcooper@stmarksschoolboise.com


It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas! Our 8th grade class has begun the annual Christmas wreath
sales. The Sale continues through Monday, October 16. The proceeds from this sale help to fund the 8th
grade legacy project. This is a project that the 8th graders vote on. It is something that will benefit the
school and it allows our 8th graders to say thank you for all the wonderful years they have had here at St.
Marks.

There are many different types and sizes of wreaths available. You may purchase a wreath from any 8th
grader or leave your order and check with the school office.



Please make checks out to St Mark's School. Wreaths will be delivered on November 15th and
pick up will be at St. Mark's Church.

Thank you in advance for your support of our 8th graders!! If you have any questions, please contact
Kristin Godfrey at kegodfrey@stmarksschoolboise.com.

If parents arrive at school at 3:15 or later to pick up your student in K-8, you
will pick them up from Homework Club. Go to the west end of the building
and ring the doorbell.

Homework Club charges are as follows:

3:15-3:30 p.m. - $2.00 per child per timeslot
3:31-4:30 p.m. - $6.00 per child per timeslot
4:31-5:30 p.m. - $6.00 per child per timeslot

We do not offer Homework Club for Preschool. Preschool after care was arranged during
enrollment and is not a drop in service. Preschoolers need to be picked up no later than 3:15
from the classroom. If you would like to add after care for your preschooler, please contact
the school office.

Viewing Grades in FamilyPortal

Log into your FamilyPortal account
Click on "Student" on left side of the page
On right side of page under "Classes", click on the number grade under the
"Grade" tab
To change classes, at the top of "gradebook Student Progress Report" click on
the toggle "Select a Class"
To change a student, click on the "Student" toggle at the top of the page

Retake Day is Friday, October 27 from 8:30- 9:30 a.m. If you missed
Picture Day or don't like your photos (you must return your picture
packet to the school to have the photo retaken and not be charged).
Students may wear their picture clothes to school but must change into
uniform after the picture is taken.

Click here to view the October Lunch Menu.

October is a busy month,  click here to download the October calendar.

mailto:kegodfrey@stmarksschoolboise.com
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2324LunchMenus/October23.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2324MonthlyCalendars/October23 Monthly Calendar.pdf


Salt & Light Catholic Radio's fall pledge drive is October 18-20 daily from 7am-6pm. St. Mark's
will be highlighted on Wednesday, October 18 from 3-6PM. The theme is "Here I Am Lord.
Send Me." and will focus on stories about following God's call. Tune in to 102.3 FM, 1140 AM,
our new Salt & Light Radio App, or listen online and find the complete parish pledge schedule
at saltandlightradio.com.  

 
TVCS Events/Sports

Click here for the TVCS athletic schedule.

 
Preschool Happenings

http://saltandlightradio.com/
https://tvcsathletics.com/


This week we fit in a little apple theme for the Cubs to explore.

 
Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to
42828 to sign up OR Click here to sign up.

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=spcorpsab&p=oi&m=1119360584178&sit=tctvujijb&f=d7b71789-02cd-44a0-a7dd-57dd2b66950b


We need more volunteers to help with the bounce houses, clean up, and kids' games.

This is the link for the sign-up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044BAEA92AABFC1-
parish

Time volunteered counts toward your parish ministry, not Volunteer Hours at the school.

 
Notes from the Nurse

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044BAEA92AABFC1-parish
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044BAEA92AABFC1-parish


Click on the flyer to download and print the Consent Form.
Return the Consent Form to the School Office prior to
October 12. Forms can also be found on our website at
stmarksboise.com under School Forms.

If you wish for your student not to receive the flu shot, DO NOT RETURN THE FORM, no
form means no shot.

Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Bostenero, RN, BSN, is at St. Mark's on Mondays and
Wednesdays, Mrs. Fuchs, RN, BSN, is at St. Mark’s on Thursdays and Mrs. Placido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is
here on Tuesdays.

 

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2324SchoolForms/2023 flu shot consent and information.pdf


Notes from the Counselor

Some parents ask what to do if the kids have too much screen time . They are quick to want phones and
tablets, computers, or screens of some sort. Research is supporting that having time on screens makes
people more reactive, short tempered, and less tolerant of things that require effort. There are several ways
to set boundaries on your children’s use of technology.   Here are some Love and Logic options:

1 Make the timing work for you. 
Some parents decide to take care of the screen problems while the kids are out of the house.  The kids then
come home, and it is not around. The parents may keep the devices at a friend’s house. The parents may
need the support of other parents or friends around when the kids return that day and throw a fit. It is good
to plan this with some back up from your spouse or friends if needed because the reaction is an emotional
wave that will pass. I can not be upset just because my child is upset.  Hold on to the idea that this is a
temporary reaction, and it will pass.  That way you can be calm and agree it is hard, but it will not kill
them and they will calm down.  They also learn that when you say something it will happen.  

2 If you are not an IT person get help from a non-kid .
Many parents have told us they did a favor for a tech-savvy friend who agreed to help them set up internet
access, phone access, monitoring systems, passwords and more. Too many families have their teen as their
IT person and then are helpless when it’s time to turn off, pause or limit access to a service. It’s best when
we are able to pause or block service on short notice from our own device. The tech-savvy friend can also
help mitigate problems like “I need it for school/homework” by having options already in place.

3 Be willing to take the phone away .
We provide these devices as long as they don’t cause problems. When they cause problems, we must take
the device away. Yes, some kids will try to punish us emotionally. Yes, some kids will threaten that we
won’t be able to find/contact them when we need to. Some parents decide to have a phone with limited
calling (these are often much cheaper) available to mitigate that problem. There are plenty of excuses to be
found if we look for them. The bottom line is that we are the adults, we are the leaders in the home and we
pay for/provide these things for our kids. There is a remarkable history of kids getting cell phones taken
away because they were abusing the privilege in some way and 1) Surviving the ordeal and 2) Being more
responsible when they got the privilege back.

4 Wait longer than you think to return the privilege .
One other common mistake we see made is giving in to pressure and returning the device or access to
service too soon. The adults need to decide the limit and the expectation – and it’s ok to be vague so that
you are in total control of the expectation. We like the phrase “when I don’t have to worry about …”
instead of a time period like a week (not long enough in most cases).
We know a mom who said, I’ll discuss returning the game system when I don’t worry so much about
siblings fighting over it.” When her kids asked when that would be, she asked, “What kinds of things
would help me worry about that less?” The kids decided that if they were fighting less about other things,
that would be a good sign. And mom got some bonus benefits.

You can do this!  Make a plan. Get help from friends. Remember to set limits using enforceable statements
such as “I provide phones as long as they aren’t a problem” – and then hope you get a chance to follow
through with action. The action you take now will pay off in the long run. It is not too late to reclaim some
sanity in your home.

For more, check out the audio Teens and Technology . From Love and Logic.

Joe Lipetzky, Psy.D 

Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday mornings.
Sarah Lynch, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Mondays, Tuesday, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
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	Please pray for our 6th graders, their teachers and chaperones who leave on Monday for MOSS and return on Friday. Pray that they have safe travels and a fun week of learning and fellowship.

