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St. Mark’s Catholic School Vision

St Mark’s Catholic School is dedicated to educating student disciples in body, mind and
spirit, through the collaboration of families, community and the Church.

Our Mission

St. Mark’s Catholic School is a ministry of St. Mark’s Catholic Community that fosters
academic excellence, rooted in the Catholic faith, and Christian values.

 
Letter from our Pastor

Dear family and friends of St. Mark's School.

Most of us will gather with family and friends this coming Thursday to celebrate a day of
Thanksgiving.  While many have some serious struggles, and we all have some, what we
know can unify us is a shared sense of gratitude for the gifts, joys, and moments of grace
we all experience as well.   We are blessed to acknowledge the truth of Jesus Christ.  We
are blessed to reside in a country where one is free to express and live their faith, and not be openly
persecuted for doing so. (Recognizing that there are examples of religious persecution taking place in our
great country).  We are blessed to work or study within, or support the St. Mark's School, whose proud
legacy of success in forming young men and women for Christ continues on through this current year.  

Below is a prayer offered for us by the US Council of Catholic Bishops.  Perhaps this prayer, or another
that inspires you, could be offered as you gather with family and friends this Thanksgiving.   

Lord, we thank you
for the goodness of our people
and for the spirit of justice
that fills this nation.
We thank you for the beauty and fullness of the
land and the challenge of the cities.
We thank you for our work and our rest,
for one another, and for our homes.
We thank you, Lord:
accept our thanksgiving on this day.
We pray and give thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord.

I know I am very thankful to be serving you, and walking with you. 

Together we Rise, 

Fr. John 

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=7b0ed9e7-2783-48a4-b15a-c658194802d1


 
Letter from our Principal ​

Dear St. Mark’s Families,

Happy Thanksgiving! We are all looking forward to the upcoming break. May
your family have a blessed holiday, and may you find moments to pause and
reflect on the many blessings in your lives.

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the outpouring of cards and gifts yesterday
during Principal Appreciation Day. I have enough cards to read a few each day for the rest
of the year! I am beyond grateful to serve as the principal of this beautiful school family.

When we return from break, please remember that we will be following our winter dress
policy. Students must wear pants, or skorts with leggings or knee-highs. As quickly as this
year is flying by, they’ll be in lighter clothing again before we know it.

Please also consider applying for the Idaho State Educational Tax Credit. Applications will
be accepted beginning in January, and you must have a TAP account created by December
1st. More details are included below. All families are encouraged to apply, as funds will first
be awarded to those with the greatest financial need, with additional funds distributed in
order of application.

Wishing you and your loved ones a joyful, peaceful, and blessed Thanksgiving!

Donna Gordon



​​Policy Highlight

CLICK HERE to learn more about the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit

Everyone is encouraged to apply.
Families meeting income level qualifications will be awarded funds first, then
funds will be dispersed to remaining applicants.
TAP accounts must be set up by December 1st in order to apply for the tax credit.

As mentioned at Back-to-School Night, one way we can live out our
theme "Together We Rise" is through open communication. To
support this, we’ve introduced the Rise & Share Google Form.

Rise & Share Google Form

Here’s how it works:

If you have a question or concern and prefer to share it through the

https://myschoolchoice.idaho.gov/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciingabCExhU6_pW0yDvkYRapMuwwlG2Vp98LksAEryKZMDw/viewform


form, Mrs. Gordon will check responses every morning.
If you’d like a reply, you can include your contact information, and
Mrs. Gordon will respond as soon as possible.

THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH
OF THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.

LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW
ENTIRE MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW

​NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE.

 
Spirituality Spotlight

https://www.stmarksboise.com/friday-facts


If you can volunteer to help with the Advent Retreat, please click on the link below:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BA4A82FA5F4C70-60327173-advent#/

 
Student Spotlight

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BA4A82FA5F4C70-60327173-advent#/


Last weekend Connor participated in the Idaho Taekwondo Championship and took 3rd in the
board-breaking division.

Both Kindergarten classes earned money (fake pennies) to buy from our prize buckets. Instead
of buying for themselves, they bought food from the classroom "grocery store" and filled our
wagon with food for the food bank! Mrs. Jensen and Mrs. Lee are so incredibly proud of them!
We delivered the food together on Thursday. 

Mrs. Schuette won the costume contest at Harry Potter Trivia this week!



Lion Pride Recognition

Congratulations to this week's winners:

Hank W, Adaline W, Jane N, Alexa B, William D, John B, Terra R, Quan P (3), Cailyn J, Malakai
P, Genevieve S, Caleb W, Samuel A, David C, Blair K, Adalaine C (2), Hendrix M, Ly P, Kaysen
T, Marshall B, Jo G, Delta M, Banks P

Weekly Calendar ​

Monday, November 24 - Friday, November 28
Thanksgiving Break

 
Upcoming Events

Sunday, November 30
​First Sunday of Advent

Monday, December 1
Fr. John's birthday

Tuesday, December 2
Giving Tuesday
6:30 p.m. Foundation Meeting
Mrs. Bachmeier's birthday

Wednesday, December 3
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Brady's 1st grade
4th grade Teaching Mass in school chapel



Thursday, December 4
​Student Advent Retreat at the Church

Friday, December 5
Special visitor to all grades for Feast of St. Nicholas

Saturday, December 6
Feast of St. Nicholas
7:00 p.m. Church Advent Concert

 
Home & School

Every student who enters gets a free dress pass, 1 entry per student.



Looking for Christmas gift ideas,
​check out RaiseRight to order gift cards to give as Christmas gifts.

Click the QR code to be directed to RaiseRight to get started
with your order.



Click here to see the RaiseRight 2025 Holiday Gift Guide.

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/86885998/


 
Volunteer Opportunities

TO VOLUNTEER IN ANY CAPACITY AT ST. MARK'S SCHOOL,
YOU MUST TAKE A LIVE SEW CLASS AND PASS A BACKGROUND CHECK.

Volunteers are needed to help sell Christmas ornaments at
this year's Christmas Program on Monday, December 15. Each
student in K-7th grade has crafted a unique, handmade
ceramic ornament. Ornaments will be $5 each as a
fundraiser for our Art Classes.

If you would like to volunteer, please email Mrs. Arentz at
karentz@stmarkschoolboise.com.

mailto:karentz@stmarkschoolboise.com


Advent Retreat Volunteer Opportunities

Sign Up to volunteer for the Advent retreat (either preparing materials beforehand or day of)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BA4A82FA5F4C70-60327173-advent#/

Sign up to bring snack supplies for Advent retreat
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084CA5A62AA3F85-60629021-advent/176874790#/

THE LUNCHROOM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! Parents, grandparents...are all welcome
to volunteer weekly, monthly, occasionally (must be SEW trained).
Contact schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com with the dates you can
volunteer to get signed up. Time volunteered counts toward your
Volunteer Hours.

On Wednesdays walking to and from Student Body Mass, we can always use
volunteers to walk with our classes. Please stop by the School Office on any
Wednesday morning that you can help and you will be given instructions.

Do you have a marketing background? We are looking for help on our school's
marketing committee. Please email Donna Gordon if you are willing to share your
expertise with our school community.

 
Lunch Room Volunteers

NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (1)—
Tuesday (2)—
Wednesday (3)—LaMott, Martin
Thursday (4)—Cafferty
Friday (5)—Berkoff, Antonoplos

St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!

4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:45 to serve lunches and
clean tables in the lunchroom. Volunteers are given a free lunch.

Please come into the School Office and sign up in the black "lunch" binder, call (208) 375-6654
or email to volunteer.

Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:05 p.m. (6-8)

 
News

Thanksgiving Break is Monday, November 24-Friday, November 28.

Thank you to all our families who attended the St. Mark's School
calendar last Sunday. It was a great community event.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BA4A82FA5F4C70-60327173-advent#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084CA5A62AA3F85-60629021-advent/176874790#/
mailto:schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com
mailto:dgordon@stmarksschoolboise.com
mailto:schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com


Click on the link to order your Reindeer Cocoa Cones -
https://forms.gle/uv2jMm5SsuibPCab8.

Price is $2 per cone and deadline to order is December 12.

The December Lunch Menu is ready for viewing.

Click here to view the December Monthly Calendar.

https://forms.gle/uv2jMm5SsuibPCab8
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526LunchMenus/December2025.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526MonthlyCalendars/December 2025 Monthly Calendar.pdf


Special thanks to the Rubalcava family for creating the lion stamps for the art class Christmas ornaments.

This year's Christmas Program, featuring K-5,
Advanced Orchestra and School Choir, is set for
Monday, December 15 @ 6:30 p.m. at St. Mark's
Church. The program will be livestreamed on the

Church's website at www.stmarksboise.org and their FaceBook
page.

http://www.stmarksboise.org
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksboise


Art Website
featuring art from Mrs. Arentz's and Ms. Hatfield's art classes

Click on this link weekly to view student works of art

https://sites.google.com/stmarksschoolboise.com/smk8thart/saint-marks-school-art

Congratulations to Christopher U and Spencer C for winning
prizes in the Catholic Charities Christmas Card Art contest.

https://sites.google.com/stmarksschoolboise.com/smk8thart/saint-marks-school-art


BK Music Dept. Christmas Concert - Wednesday, December 10 @ 7:00pm (REG
Gymnasium)
Admission is 2 non-perishable food items for the Idaho Foodbank, OR $5
for adults, $3 for HS students, $2 for younger students and senior
citizens, and kids age 5 or younger are free. The award-
winning BK ensembles will be performing a wide variety of music, doors
will open to the public at 6:30pm. The REG is the old gym located in
the main building just past the fountain through the front entrance.

 
TVCS Events/Sports

Click here for the TVCS athletic schedule.

 
Preschool Happenings

We wish you all a very happy and blessed Thanksgiving! Here is a picture of some little
turkeys in our Cubs Combo class.  

 

https://sites.google.com/stmarys-boise.org/tvcs-webiste/home


Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter  text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to
42828 to sign up OR Click here to sign up.

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=spcorpsab&p=oi&m=1119360584178&sit=tctvujijb&f=d7b71789-02cd-44a0-a7dd-57dd2b66950b


 
Notes from the Nurse

Saint Alphonsus School Health Program

Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Lewchenko-Colin, our school
nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and Mrs. Placido,
CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Thursdays.

 
Notes from the Counselor



Sarah Lynch, St. Mark's School Counselor

Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday morning.
Sarah Lynch, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

St. Mark's School | 7503 W. Northview St. | Boise, ID 83704 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice



