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St. Mark’s Catholic School Vision

St Mark’s Catholic School is dedicated to educating student disciples in body, mind and
spirit, through the collaboration of families, community and the Church.

Our Mission

St. Mark’s Catholic School is a ministry of St. Mark’s Catholic Community that fosters
academic excellence, rooted in the Catholic faith, and Christian values.

Letter from our Pastor

Dear family and friends of St. Mark's School.

Most of us will gather with family and friends this coming Thursday to celebrate a day of
Thanksgiving. While many have some serious struggles, and we all have some, what we
know can unify us is a shared sense of gratitude for the gifts, joys, and moments of grace
we all experience as well. We are blessed to acknowledge the truth of Jesus Christ. We
are blessed to reside in a country where one is free to express and live their faith, and not be openly
persecuted for doing so. (Recognizing that there are examples of religious persecution taking place in our
great country). We are blessed to work or study within, or support the St. Mark's School, whose proud
legacy of success in forming young men and women for Christ continues on through this current year.

Below is a prayer offered for us by the US Council of Catholic Bishops. Perhaps this prayer, or another
that inspires you, could be offered as you gather with family and friends this Thanksgiving.

Lord, we thank you

for the goodness of our people

and for the spirit of justice

that fills this nation.

We thank you for the beauty and fullness of the
land and the challenge of the cities.

We thank you for our work and our rest,

for one another, and for our homes.

We thank you, Lord:

accept our thanksgiving on this day.

We pray and give thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord.

I know I am very thankful to be serving you, and walking with you.
Together we Rise,

Fr. John
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Letter from our Principal

Dear St. Mark's Families,

Happy Thanksgiving! We are all looking forward to the upcoming break. May
your family have a blessed holiday, and may you find moments to pause and
reflect on the many blessings in your lives.

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the outpouring of cards and gifts yesterday
during Principal Appreciation Day. I have enough cards to read a few each day for the rest
of the year! I am beyond grateful to serve as the principal of this beautiful school family.

When we return from break, please remember that we will be following our winter dress
policy. Students must wear pants, or skorts with leggings or knee-highs. As quickly as this
year is flying by, they'll be in lighter clothing again before we know it.

Please also consider applying for the Idaho State Educational Tax Credit. Applications will
be accepted beginning in January, and you must have a TAP account created by December
1st. More details are included below. All families are encouraged to apply, as funds will first
be awarded to those with the greatest financial need, with additional funds distributed in
order of application.

Wishing you and your loved ones a joyful, peaceful, and blessed Thanksgiving!

Donna Gordon

Clflave a tessed arnd...




Support Our STREAM Program!

Giving Tuesday is a global day of generosity that encourages
communities to give back. This year, we are asking for your support
to help us enhance our STREAM

program—Science, Technology,

Religion, Engineering, Arts, and Math. GlWl NG
Your tax-deductible donation will TU ESDAY

provide: Tuesday, December 2, 2025

Math manipulatives

Science experiment supplies
Art materials

Robotics and engineering tools

Every gift—big or small—helps our students learn, create, and
explore in meaningful, hands-on ways.

Thank you for helping our Lions rise!

St. Marks School Foundation
@StMarksFoundationBoise

Scan this code to pay

4 Policy Highlight

CLICK HERE to learn more about the Idaho Parental Choice Tax Credit

e Everyone is encouraged to apply.

e Families meeting income level qualifications will be awarded funds first, then
funds will be dispersed to remaining applicants.

e TAP accounts must be set up by December 1st in order to apply for the tax credit.

As mentioned at Back-to-School Night, one way we can live out our
theme "Together We Rise" is through open communication. To
support this, we’ve introduced the Rise & Share Google Form.
Rise & Share Google Form

Here’s how it works:

¢ If you have a question or concern and prefer to share it through the



https://myschoolchoice.idaho.gov/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciingabCExhU6_pW0yDvkYRapMuwwlG2Vp98LksAEryKZMDw/viewform

form, Mrs. Gordon will check responses every morning.

WW@ % o [f you'd like a reply, you can include your contact information, and

Mrs. Gordon will respond as soon as possible.
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THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH
OF THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.

LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW
ENTIRE MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW
NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE.

Spirituality Spotlight



https://www.stmarksboise.com/friday-facts

Upcoming Dates

11/30- Sunday: First Sunday of Advent
12/3- Wednesday: Student Mass @ 8;30am hosted by Mrs. Brady's 1 grade

4th 1 joi
yﬁw}pﬁ_]wm Volunteers Needed
with Fr John | for Advent Retreat

Where: 5t. Mark's School Chapel
When: Wednesday, December 3rd at 825am
Who: Both 4th grade classes and their families
Fr. John will walk through the Holy Mass step by
step explaining the history and meamng of the
gestures and symbolswe see. Students are
encouraged o ask questions while participating
in the Mass,
Thursday, December 4t

We are looking for

E 2 ()}AP ! volunteers to help at

morning or afternoon
®salesiantink tN 5 sh ifts.

nake it day of? No

Parewnt Praver (Froup

Every Wednesday
8:10-8:25am
Church Resurrection Room
Across from the parish office

5t. Mark’s parents warmly invite you to join
them in prayer prior to our S5tudent Body Mass.
All are welcome!

If you can volunteer to help with the Advent Retreat, please click on the link below:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BA4A82FA5F4C70-60327173-advent#/


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BA4A82FA5F4C70-60327173-advent#/

IDAHO CUP

Taekwondo Championship

— % O ¥ O —

Last weekend Connor participated in the ldaho Taekwondo Championship and took 3rd in the
board-breaking division.

Both Kindergarten classes earned money (fake pennies) to buy from our prize buckets. Instead
of buying for themselves, they bought food from the classroom "grocery store" and filled our
wagon with food for the food bank! Mrs. Jensen and Mrs. Lee are so incredibly proud of them!

We delivered the food together on Thursday.

Mrs. Schuette won the costume contest at Harry Potter Trivia this week!




Lion Pride Recognition

: Practice
nPI o S%‘l“ffs

Use Your Manners
Be Patient
Wait to be Excused

Clean up Messes
Share Space
Eat Ouly Your Food  Use Equipment as lntended
Keep Voices Low Keep Your Hands to

Keep your Handks 1o Yourself
Yoursell

Use: Marmers Notily Staffif Problems
Than't Be Wasteful Arise
Pay for Purchases Follow Statf Directions

Encourage Others o be
Help Others in N Sitby'];n:sesitﬁng Kind
Alone . N
Sy Tk G0 Engage in Appropriate .
Our Custodiz Co i Lead by Example

Help Others When Needed

Solve Issues in a Peaceful
EXCELLENCE Set a Good Example  Follow Cafereria Rules Manner
deragor sSaees Gircet People Politely Use: am Inside Vioice Line Up on Lime
Stay in Assigned Areas
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Congratulations to this week's winners:
Hank W, Adaline W, Jane N, Alexa B, William D, John B, Terra R, Quan P (3), Cailyn J, Malakai

P, Genevieve S, Caleb W, Samuel A, David C, Blair K, Adalaine C (2), Hendrix M, Ly P, Kaysen
T, Marshall B, Jo G, Delta M, Banks P

Weekly Calendar

Monday, November 24 - Friday, November 28
Thanksgiving Break

Upcoming Events

Sunday, November 30
First Sunday of Advent

Monday, December 1
Fr. John's birthday

Tuesday, December 2
Giving Tuesday

6:30 p.m. Foundation Meeting
Mrs. Bachmeier's birthday

Wednesday, December 3
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Brady's 1st grade
4th grade Teaching Mass in school chapel




Thursday, December 4
Student Advent Retreat at the Church

Friday, December 5
Special visitor to all grades for Feast of St. Nicholas

Saturday, December 6
Feast of St. Nicholas
7:00 p.m. Church Advent Concert

Home & School

St. Mark’s Hoﬁe & School A;muat ,
CHRISTMAS CARD ART CONTEST

The Home & School assoclation needs> help creating thelr Christmas card!
Three winning pleces of art wlll be featured on the H&S cards which wlll be sent to
school patrons thls hollday season. ;

EVERY STUDENT WHO ENTERS WILL GET (1) FREE DRESS PASS!

CONTEST RULES:

« Students K-8 are eliglble to e Artwork must be turned into the
participate - school office by 3pm on Monday,

e Artwork must be 8.5"x 11"and ~  DRecember1, 2025 '
must be original (no tracing, » Entries will be judged on content
copying, or adult help) “and artistry by the H&S Board
Artwork should be religious in - ¢ One (1) winner will be chosen from
theme : : each of the following three age
All flat artwork accepted, groups: K-2nd, 3rd-5th, 6th-8th
including crayons, markers, » Contest winners will be announced
pencil, and paints (hint: bold by December 15

~colors or patterns with lots of o All artwork submitted will be
contrast copy the best onto displayed at school during the
cards) ; month of December ;
Include the artist’'s name and * The three (3) winners will receive
grade on the back 12 Christmas cards with their own

Each student may submit only -~ artwork on it to send to their
one (1)_entry families

Questlons? Contact Brett Packard at brettonpackard@gmall.com

Every student who enters gets a free dress pass, 1 entry per student.




Looking for Christmas gift ideas,
check out RaiseRight to order gift cards to give as Christmas gifts.

TURKM EHOPPING INTO FARMING

EARN
51,000+
per year

Experience the right way
to fundraise

Gift card fundraising i
bra 10n your da

fer what matters most to you. No extra money spent. Mo extra time wasted.

You buy a gift card The brand gives back Your organization earns
Yoau get the full value Moy &xtra money comes Impacting what
aut of your pocket, matters most to yau,
Shnp 750+ pnpular hrands “It's super convenient. All | need to
go shopping is my phone—| don't
Getting your morning coffee, Doing DY projects around the house, even need credit cards or my purse.
Ordering takeout, Conveniently raise money by doing everyday things. I'm going to pay for these things

anyway, | love being able to use gift
cards so we get something In return,”

m amazon  @uHil8  sTarBucks r;%

Jen H., earns for hockey

Get storted by downloading the RaiseRight™ app on your phone or go to RoiseRight.com on your computer,

For step-by-step instructions, visit RoiseRight.com/myéStartEarning,

Order your physical gift cards for Christmas gifts. Deadline to place orders to
receive in time for Christmas break is Friday, December 5. Scan the QR code below
to start your arder. 5t. Mark®s Enrollment Code is 3FTBDE5522554|

. . The merchants represented are not sponsors or otherwise affilisted with RaiseRight™. The loges and ceher igenzifying
@ RO | Sengl’ || rarks used are trademarks ol and avned by each represented company anddor is alfiliates. Please visil the campary's
- weehisite for sdditional verme and conditions, © 2024 RaiseRight

Click the QR code to be directed to RaiseRight to get started
with your order.




Click here to see the RaiseRight 2025 Holiday Gift Guide.



https://online.flippingbook.com/view/86885998/

NECAN DO THISHEQURWLIH INTEGR Y/

CHIPOTLE FUNDRAISER FOR

ST. MARK'S SCHOOL

25% OF EVENT SALES GET DONATED TC THE CAUSE

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10TH | 5-9PM
205N MILWAUKEE ST, BOISE, ID, 83704

CRDER COMLIME FOR PICKUP USING CODE YMPZ2Y9
COR SHOW THISFLYER IN RESTAURANT

£|CHIPOTLE

For anline ord ers to count toward s the fundraiser, they must be placed for pickup only from the
restaurant location of, and d urirl; the hours of, the fund raiser. Delivery orders and gift cardsdo
ot qualify. $150 minimum event sales required to rec eive any donation.

Volunteer Opportunities

TO VOLUNTEER IN ANY CAPACITY AT ST. MARK'S SCHOOL,
YOU MUST TAKE A LIVE SEW CLASS AND PASS A BACKGROUND CHECK.

Volunteers are needed to help sell Christmas ornaments at
this year's Christmas Program on Monday, December 15. Each
student in K-7th grade has crafted a unique, handmade
ceramic ornament. Ornaments will be $5 each as a
fundraiser for our Art Classes.

If you would like to volunteer, please email Mrs. Arentz at
karentz@stmarkschoolboise.com.



mailto:karentz@stmarkschoolboise.com

Advent Retreat Volunteer Opportunities

Sign Up to volunteer for the Advent retreat (either preparing materials beforehand or day of)
https://lwww.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BA4A82FA5F4C70-60327173-advent#/

Sign up to bring snack supplies for Advent retreat
https://lwww.signupgenius.com/go/508084CA5A62AA3F85-60629021-advent/176874790%#/

THE LUNCHROOM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! Parents, grandparents...are all welcome
to volunteer weekly, monthly, occasionally (must be SEW trained).
Contact schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com with the dates you can
volunteer to get signed up. Time volunteered counts toward your
Volunteer Hours.

( ) On Wednesdays walking to and from Student Body Mass, we can always use
volunteers to walk with our classes. Please stop by the School Office on any
Wednesday morning that you can help and you will be given instructions.

Do you have a marketing background? We are looking for help on our school's
marketing committee. Please email Donna Gordon if you are willing to share your
expertise with our school community.

Lunch Room Volunteers

NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (1)—

Tuesday (2)—

Wednesday (3)—LaMott, Martin
Thursday (4)—Cafferty

Friday (5)—Berkoff, Antonoplos

St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!

4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:45 to serve lunches and
clean tables in the lunchroom. Volunteers are given a free lunch.

Please come into the School Office and sign up in the black "lunch" binder, call (208) 375-6654
or email to volunteer.

Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:05 p.m. (6-8)

Thanksgiving Break is Monday, November 24-Friday, November 28.

Thank you to all our families who attended the St. Mark's School
calendar last Sunday. It was a great community event.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BA4A82FA5F4C70-60327173-advent#/
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* $ ¥
Reindeer  «
v Cocoa Cones

WARM UP YOUR WINTER WITH A FESTIVE
* REINDEER HOT COCOA CONE!

SCAN QR-CODE FOR THE ORDER FORM AND TURN
MONEY INTD THE OFFICE LABELED (CASH DR CHECK)

¥

% CONES WILL BE PASSED DUT ON DEC. 18.
% PRESALE ONLY

MONEY DUE
TO THE
OFFICE
12/12/2

- 4 [ All proceeds help
-2 # Student Council fund
b - playground
E 1k I improvements!

Click on the link to order your Reindeer Cocoa Cones -
https://forms.gle/uv2jMm5SsuibPCab8.

Price is $2 per cone and deadline to order is December 12.

The December Lunch Menu is ready for viewing.

Click here to view the December Monthly Calendar.



https://forms.gle/uv2jMm5SsuibPCab8
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526LunchMenus/December2025.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526MonthlyCalendars/December 2025 Monthly Calendar.pdf

through
Dec. 5th at the
ks front office!
We are partnering with St. Vincent
de Paul to help collect new winter
hats, scarves and gloves for those
in need in our community. Please
consider donating this winter
season if you are able. A collection
box will be available near the school entrance.

k.3 I

L - . o .
Teei Gifes | e &

We are also collecting stocking stuffers for
teens. Please see the list of suggestions below.

Special thanks to the Rubalcava family for creating the lion stamps for the art class Christmas ornaments.

MERRY CHRISTMaS!

This year's Christmas Program, featuring K-5,
Advanced Orchestra and School Choir, is set for
Monday, December 15 @ 6:30 p.m. at St. Mark's
Church. The program will be livestreamed on the
Church's website at www.stmarksboise.org and their FaceBook
page.



http://www.stmarksboise.org
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksboise

SNACK SHACK

ks hilim”

BEGINS MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th

Art Website

featuring art from Mrs. Arentz's and Ms. Hatfield's art classes
Click on this link weekly to view student works of art

https://sites.google.com/stmarksschoolboise.com/smk8thart/saint-marks-school-art

Congratulations to Christopher U and Spencer C for winning
prizes in the Catholic Charities Christmas Card Art contest.



https://sites.google.com/stmarksschoolboise.com/smk8thart/saint-marks-school-art

BK Music Dept. Christmas Concert - Wednesday, December 10 Q@ 7:00pm (REG
Gymnasium)

Admission is 2 non-perishable food items for the Idaho Foodbank, OR $5
for adults, $3 for HS students, $2 for younger students and senior
citizens, and kids age 5 or younger are free. The award-

winning BK ensembles will be performing a wide variety of music, doors
will open to the public at 6:30pm. The REG is the old gym located in
the main building just past the fountain through the front entrance.

TVCS Events/Sports

Click here for the TVCS athletic schedule.

Preschool Happenings

We wish you all a very happy and blessed Thanksgiving! Here is a picture of some little
turkeys in our Cubs Combo class.



https://sites.google.com/stmarys-boise.org/tvcs-webiste/home

Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to
42828 to sign up OR to sign up.

St. Mark's Council
of Catholic Women presents:

[HOEL 7%
BOUTIOUL

NOVEMBER 22- 9AM-5PM

NOVEMBER 23- 8AM-1PM
ST.MARK'S
CATHOLIC CHURCH
7960 W. NORTHVIEW ST.

TART YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING!
GIFT WRAPPING AVAILABLE
FREE ENTRY

THANKSGIVING
DAY MASS

Q 10:30am 2
@ -
@ rood Blessing ¥
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Notes from the Nurse

Diabetes Awareness Month

Signs and Symptoms

Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune Increased and significant thirst

disorder that makes the pancreas Increased urination (babies may need very
unable to produce insulin. Without frequent diaper changes and toilet-trained
insulin, blood glucose levels rise. children may start wetting themselves and/or
wetting the bed more often)
Because people with type 1 diabetes
do not make insulin, they must take
insulin every day to control their blood
sugar. gain
Blurred vision

Dehydration

Increased appetite, but weight loss instead of

Type 1 diabetes is usually diagnosed Abdominal pain
in childhood/adolescence. Persistent nausea and vomiting

Excess drowsiness or fatigue
Saint Alphonsus

A Meerber of Trinity Manlth

Saint Alphonsus School Health Program

@ Saint Alphonsus

Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Lewchenko-Colin, our school SCHOOL HEALTH PROGRAM
nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and Mrs. Placido,
CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Thursdays.

Notes from the Counselor




GRATITUDE PROMPTS

PPV HOLE Heored.

| h of mine for which I am grateful is...

2. Something money can't buy @ that I'm grateful for is..

3. Something Thu’f-m‘[h{ﬁ 'm grateful for is..
Y Something that's for which I'm grateful for 5. ©

J. Some‘fhing(’ that I'm grateful for is..
B.Hl'm grateful for is...

That I'm grafeful for is....

'm grafeful foris....

9 Smme’fhingﬂThuT I'm grateful for is..

iful)l'm grateful for b

0. Something(beautif

Sarah Lynch, St. Mark's School Counselor

Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday morning.
Sarah Lynch, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

St. Mark's School | 7503 W. Northview St. | Boise, ID 83704 US
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