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St. Mark’s Catholic School Vision

St Mark’s Catholic School is dedicated to educating student disciples in body, mind and
spirit, through the collaboration of families, community and the Church.

Our Mission

St. Mark’s Catholic School is a ministry of St. Mark’s Catholic Community that fosters
academic excellence, rooted in the Catholic faith, and Christian values.

 
Letter from our Pastor

Dear Families and Friends of St. Mark's School

A common aspect of human nature, and sadly can cause difficulties in our lives, is the
problem of Pride.  Not the PRIDE acronym we successfully use here at St. Mark's School
to highlight the character traits that we want to develop and evidence in our work
together. 

P  Perseverance
R  Respect
I   Integrity
D  Discipleship
E  Excellence

Instead, it is the human character trait of being overly confident in themselves, and, likely critical and
dismissive of others.   Pride can get us into trouble.  We run the risk of assuming that we know more or
know better about a situation than others.  That our ways of "seeing things" are superior to others.   

As we reflect upon the Lord's teaching this week from the Gospel of Luke, let us remember to end each
day in self reflection, ever vigilant to examine those situations where we may have acted pridefully, puffed
up in our own self consideration.   

Humility is the key to success.........not arrogance and pride.  

Together We Rise

Fr. John 

 
Letter from our Principal

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=2889dee5-8737-43c2-8314-656e7f612fbd


Dear St. Mark’s Families,

On behalf of all our teachers, thank you so much for attending Parent–Teacher
Conferences. This truly embodies our theme of Rising Together. When we build
trusting partnerships, honor you as your child’s first educators, and collaborate to
meet each child’s unique needs, we are living out our mission to foster excellence
in spirit, mind, and body.
If you were unable to attend conferences, your child’s teacher will be sending home their report
card and assessment data. Should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to
reach out to your child’s teacher(s).

Next week, we will have another short week as our teachers attend the John Newman Catholic
Educators’ Conference on Thursday and Friday. Thursday’s professional development will
feature Brett Salkeld, author of Educating for Eternity, followed by a variety of afternoon
workshops. On Friday, our faculty will join the Diocese’s Office of Catholic Schools for a retreat
focused on collaboration and spiritual renewal.

Meanwhile, Student Council will lead us in Red Ribbon Week dress-up days as we are
reminded to practice healthy habits and say “no” to drugs. Please check the flyer in this
week’s Friday Facts for details on each day’s theme.

Last week, we celebrated our students who exemplified this quarter’s Cardinal Virtue—
Justice. This week, we continue to rise together as we recognize 59 middle school
students who achieved Honor Roll distinction for the first quarter! Students who earned
a GPA of 3.5 or higher made the Honor Roll, while those who achieved a 4.0
GPA earned High Honor Roll recognition.

We are so proud of our students’ hard work, perseverance, and commitment to
excellence. Way to go, Lions—keep rising to new heights! 
As we begin the second quarter, our focus turns to the Cardinal Virtue of Temperance—the
practice of balance and self-control in our thoughts, words, and actions. Together, may we
continue to grow in virtue and faith each day.

May you have a safe, memory-making, blessed weekend.

Peace,

Donna Gordon

No School on Thursday, October 30 and Friday, October 31
so teachers may attend the St. John Henry Conference

​​Policy Highlight

Together, We Rise on Time!

We’ve had 287 tardies this quarter — and we know our Lions can do better! Arriving on time
helps everyone start the day calm, connected, and ready to learn. Let’s rise together by making
punctual mornings our goal and cutting tardies in half for the second quarter!  

As mentioned at Back-to-School Night, one way we can live out our
theme "Together We Rise" is through open communication. To
support this, we’ve introduced the Rise & Share Google Form.

https://archregina.sk.ca/group/archdiocesan-theologian/


Rise & Share Google Form

Here’s how it works:

If you have a question or concern and prefer to share it through the
form, Mrs. Gordon will check responses every morning.
If you’d like a reply, you can include your contact information, and
Mrs. Gordon will respond as soon as possible.

 
THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH

OF THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.

LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW
ENTIRE MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW

​NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE.

 
Spirituality Spotlight

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciingabCExhU6_pW0yDvkYRapMuwwlG2Vp98LksAEryKZMDw/viewform
https://www.stmarksboise.com/friday-facts


 
Student Spotlight



Banks’ and Sutton’s Flag Football team took 3rd place in the league! They lost a heartbreaker in
OT in the semifinals but rallied in back-to-back games to finish with a victory. Banks scored a TD
and Sutton had 3 and a Pick 6!! These boys worked so hard all season and had so much fun
together. Go Packers!!

1st graders went on a field trip this week to Jeker Planetarium



 
Lion Pride Recognition



 
Congratulations to this week's winners:

​Sutton H (2), Jonny F, Hunter S, Patrick J, George W, Maddie B (2), Christopher U, Marshall B,
Brynlee B, Zach H, Mary B, Audrey P, Alex B, Bennett L, Joey T, John B, Catalina C, Gaby P,
Aurora V, Maika P, Saoirse C, Blake P, Harper C, Tatyana B

Weekly Calendar ​

Monday, October 27
Red Ribbon Week

Wednesday, October 29
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Ms. Murray's 3rd grade
Saints Dress Up Day for Halloween/All Saints Day (no Halloween costumes allowed)

Thursday, October 30
St. John Henry Newman Conference—No School

Friday, October 31
Happy Halloween
St. John Henry Newman Conference—No School

Saturday, November 1
All Saints Day
St. John Henry Newman Conference
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 1:30-3:30 p.m., 4:00-6:00 p.m. Ceramica Community Event

 
Upcoming Events



Sunday, November 2
All Souls Day
Daylight Saving Time ends, turn your clocks back 1 hr

Tuesday, November 4
6:30 p.m. Foundation Meeting

Wednesday, November 5
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Westmark's 3rd grade
(Grandparents & Veterans Mass/Reception)
4th grade Teaching Mass in School Chapel
1:15 p.m. 1st grade visit from Boise Urban Garden School

Friday, November 7
Spirit Day

Saturday, November 8
BK Winner's Choice Dinner

 
Home & School



Click here to sign up for this Community Event

Howdy, St. Mark’s families! 

Our biggest event of the year — the St. Mark’s Catholic School Auction: Buffalo,
Boots & Blessings 2026 — is right around the corner, and we need your help to
make it a huge success!

There are many ways to get involved — from leading class projects and gathering
donations to helping with setup, check-in, or clean-up on the big day. Whether you
can give a few hours or take on a lead role, every bit of help makes a difference!

https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=10C0A44A4AD29AAFB6-59550534-ceramica&useFullSite=true#/


 Volunteer Sign-Up Link:

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544ABA828A3FDC07-59741604-
buffalo

Each role includes details about time commitment and volunteer hour credits — so
you can find the perfect fit for your schedule and interests. More roles will be added
and updated as we continue to progress in the event planning.

Let’s make this year’s auction unforgettable — filled with community spirit, laughter,
and blessings galore. Thank you for sharing your time and talents to support St.
Mark’s!

With gratitude,
Catherine Paczocha
Auction Chair, Buffalo, Boots & Blessings 2026

 
Volunteer Opportunities

TO VOLUNTEER IN ANY CAPACITY AT ST. MARK'S SCHOOL,
YOU MUST TAKE A LIVE SEW CLASS AND PASS A BACKGROUND CHECK.

THE LUNCHROOM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! Parents, grandparents...are all welcome
to volunteer weekly, monthly, occasionally (must be SEW trained). Contact
schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com with the dates you can volunteer to get signed up.
Time volunteered counts toward your Volunteer Hours.

Library Helpers (Parent Volunteers) are needed during the following times:

Tuesdays @ 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Wednesdays @ 11:15 am.-1:15 p.m. and 1:15-2:45 p.m.
Thursdays @ 9:00-11:15 a.m.

Contact Mrs. Rosania at brosania@stmarksschoolboise.com.

On Wednesdays walking to and from Student Body Mass, we can always use
volunteers to walk with our classes. Please stop by the School Office on any
Wednesday morning that you can help and you will be given instructions.

 
Lunch Room Volunteers

NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (27)—Corcoran, Carroll, Glasgow, Kretschmer
Tuesday (28)—Kretschmer, Antonoplos
Wednesday (29)—LaMott, Antonoplos, Chavier

St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!

4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:45 to serve lunches and
clean tables in the lunchroom. Volunteers are given a free lunch.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544ABA828A3FDC07-59741604-buffalo
mailto:schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com
mailto:brosania@stmarksschoolboise.com


Please come into the School Office and sign up in the black "lunch" binder, call (208) 375-6654
or email to volunteer.

Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:05 p.m. (6-8)

 
News

mailto:schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com


The November Monthly calendar is available to download.

Click here to view the November lunch calendar.

We are in search of a Part-Time Middle School Spanish Teacher beginning 2nd
semester (January).

Job Requirements:
· Bachelor's Degree in Education and/or Spanish

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526MonthlyCalendars/November 2025 Monthly Calendar.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526LunchMenus/November2025.pdf


· Current Idaho teaching certificate (or the ability to obtain one) with appropriate
endorsements (preferred)

How to Apply:
Please submit to Donna Gordon - dgordon@stmarksschoolboise.com:
· Resume
· Completed Diocesan Application

Thanksgiving Feast

On Wednesday, November 12th, we will celebrate our traditional
Thanksgiving Feast at school. We would like to invite the parents of
Preschool through 2nd grade. Lunch will start at 11 for the preschool,
11:15 for the kindergarten, and 11:30 for the 1st and second grade
families. The cost is $8.00 for adults and $4.00 for students. Student's

lunch will be deducted from their lunch account, please send your payment for adult
lunches to the School Office by November 7th.

The meal includes:

turkey breast
mashed potatoes with gravy
stuffing
green beans
salad
roll
pumpkin pie

Please click on this link to RSVP. Kindly RSVP by Friday, November 7th, if you would like
to have lunch with your child.

mailto:dgordon@stmarksschoolboise.com
https://www.dioceseofboise.org/_files/ugd/f1312c_f109aa95dbec453197b216f6fed22888.pdf
https://forms.gle/bTk4gLvyDRoTzF4Z9


Click here to download the Art Club application. Applications are due by Wednesday, October 29!

Art Website
featuring art from Mrs. Arentz's and Ms. Hatfield's art classes

Click on this link weekly to view student works of art

https://sites.google.com/stmarksschoolboise.com/smk8thart/saint-marks-school-art

Are you looking for a chance to be a part of the St. Mark's community? Do you like
playing basketball in a low stress environment? Do you want to give back to St. Mark's

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526FridayFacts/FridayFactsAttachments/Quarter 2 Final Copy 2025-2026 2.pdf
https://sites.google.com/stmarksschoolboise.com/smk8thart/saint-marks-school-art


school? We have a great opportunity. Our next adult recreational "pick up" basketball game
is open to anyone affiliated with St. Mark's school or the parish. For a $5 drop in fee, you
can come play "pick up" basketball, get some exercise and meet others in our community.
100% of proceeds will go back to St. Mark's school. Come join us on Sundays from 12:30-
2:30pm after mass. For more information, please reach out to jamescjower@yahoo.com.

Looking for something to do this week/weekend? Come see a couple of St. Mark's alums in the Bishop
Kelly fall play - Little Women. Emma Torkelson and Spencer Lysne will be performing.  

Thursday, Friday, Saturday evening at 7pm and Sunday at 2pm. $8 or $6 for under 6 or over
65. Please share with anyone else you might think would be interested.

Catholic Charities of Idaho 2025 Christmas Card Contest

mailto:jamescjower@yahoo.com


Who?

Any student currently enrolled in St. Mark’s, St. Paul’s, St. Joe’s and Holy Spirit Catholic
Elementary Schools (Grades K-8)

What?

Catholic Charities of Idaho (CCI) will feature a Catholic School student’s original artwork on the
cover of our 2025 annual Christmas Card sent to CCI donors, supporters and partners.

When?

We will accept card entries until 12:00pm on Friday, November 14, 2025.

How to Create:

• Artwork must be an original creation of the student.
• Art may be done using colored pencils, crayons, ink, or markers.
• Artwork must be done on 5 x 7 card stock which will be provided by CCI and can be obtained
from your school office.
• Please limit the words in the drawing. CCI will add a Christmas message to the interior of the
card.
• Artwork should express the Christian meaning of Christmas.

How to Submit:

• Students may submit only one piece of artwork.
• Attach the entry/consent form with a paperclip to the artwork submission.
• Submit the artwork entry and consent form to your school office.
• Rules of Entry: Submissions will become the property of Catholic Charities of Idaho.

Judging and Selection of Winner: All entries will be judged by a panel of judges based on the
following criteria:

• Artistic merit
• Creativity
• Message communication and theme
• Expression of the Christian meaning of Christmas.
• Adherence to the rules

Contest Prizes:

1st Place:

• Artwork featured on front cover of 2024 Catholic Charities of Idaho Christmas Card
• $75 cash prize
• 20 award-winning Christmas cards featuring his/her artwork.
• Featured on CCI Website and posted on CCI social media pages.
• Featured on article in the Idaho Catholic Register

2nd Place:
• Artwork featured on back cover of 2024 CCI Christmas Card
• $50 cash prize
• Featured on CCI website and posted on CCI social media pages.

3rd Place:

• Artwork featured on back cover of 2024 CCI Christmas Card
• $25 cash prize
• Featured on CCI Website and posted on CCI social media pages.

Click on link for consent form - Parent/Legal Guardian Written Consent to participate in the
2025 CCI Christmas Card Contest

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526SchoolForms/Catholic Charities.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526SchoolForms/Catholic Charities.pdf


 
TVCS Events/Sports

Click here for the TVCS athletic schedule.

 
Preschool Happenings

Thank you for coming to Parent/Teacher Conferences

 
Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter  text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to
42828 to sign up OR Click here to sign up.

https://sites.google.com/stmarys-boise.org/tvcs-webiste/home
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=spcorpsab&p=oi&m=1119360584178&sit=tctvujijb&f=d7b71789-02cd-44a0-a7dd-57dd2b66950b






 
Notes from the Nurse

In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, I'm forwarding
some resources: 
  
Saint Alphonsus High Risk Breast Care
Schedule a Mammogram
St. Luke's Breast Care
  
See you Friday at the BK Pink Out game!

Saint Alphonsus School Health Program

Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Lewchenko-Colin, our school nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday and Mrs. Placido, CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Thursdays.

 
Notes from the Counselor

https://www.saintalphonsus.org/services/breast-care/high-risk-breast-care
https://www.saintalphonsus.org/schedule-a-mammogram?placement=&target=&keyword=mammogram&matchtype=b&hgcrm_channel=paid_search&hgcrm_source=google_adwords&hgcrm_agency=client&hgcrm_campaignid=11972&hgcrm_tacticid=19125&hgcrm_trackingsetid=27969&hcmacid=a0Z4100000NpSDCEA3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=1689272129&gbraid=0AAAAADjQR7nflt_eV9aINayPfdUhwuhEg&gclid=CjwKCAjwgeLHBhBuEiwAL5gNERdXF0_LfLYpsI4aMaTGrkgGEGGx2Xc7MhHBPK-bunr2kdapSW01nhoCieQQAvD_BwE&utm_source=MPP&utm_campaign=Schedule%2520Mammogram&utm_medium=Google&utm_medium=paid-search&utm_campaign=mammography&utm_term=mpp
https://stlukesonline.org/en/specialties-services/breast-care


Sarah Lynch, St. Mark's School Counselor
Joe Lipetzky Psy.D.

Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday morning.
Sarah Lynch, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
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