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St. Mark’s Catholic School Vision

St Mark’s Catholic School is dedicated to educating student disciples in body, mind and
spirit, through the collaboration of families, community and the Church.

Our Mission

St. Mark’s Catholic School is a ministry of St. Mark’s Catholic Community that fosters
academic excellence, rooted in the Catholic faith, and Christian values.

 
Letter from our Pastor

Dear St. Mark's families. 

This weekend's Gospel reading from Luke is a story about the dishonest steward. Our
Lord is using a parable, a story that teaches a lesson, to guide us in to right thinking about
the pursuit of material gain...and more importantly of being trustworthy. 

At first read, it may seem as if Jesus is suggesting that we His followers should embrace the ways of the
secular, God denying world.  Or, that we should focus our efforts in material gain.  

Not so. Jesus is using the story to highlight that this dishonest man, realizing his thievery and misdeeds had
been discovered, then cleverly negotiates agreements with those who are indebted to the rich man the
steward serves.  Jesus is not suggesting that we His followers should ever be dishonest, rather, that we
should be aware of the world's cleverness, and be situationally aware that even those who claim Christ as
Lord and Savior may act in dishonest ways contrary to Christ's teaching.  We need to be aware of our own
human frailty and imperfections when we do the same.  

By walking in Faith, but being trustworthy in small matters of Faith (i.e. daily attention to prayer,
attendance at Mass, seeking other's true good and wellbeing) we are welcomed into matters of greater trust
and significance.  

Together We Rise, 

"Fadda" John 

 
Letter from our Principal ​

God is good!

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=1b1d7edc-10f4-4b83-aa1e-bcb5d64939da


This week was packed with learning, fun, and P.R.I.D.E. Our students truly
lived out our values:

Perseverance as we completed our MAP tests,
Respect during our teaching Mass with Father John in the chapel,
Integrity when a student noticed answers to an assignment were
visible and immediately notified the teacher,
Discipleship by showing kindness to a brand new student, and
Excellence as we worked together to successfully meet our reading goals.

Today, progress reports were posted in your family portal in FACTS. To view your child’s
report:

1. Log in to your FamilyPportal.
2. Click the Students tab on the left.
3. Select Grades.
4. Along the top of the page, click the middle tab labeled Mid-Term Progress Report.

If you have more than one child enrolled, use the drop-down menu to select each child.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s teachers with any questions or concerns.

How We Rise
A beautiful example of how we live out Together We Rise took place this week as our 6th
graders returned from their week-long trip to the McCall Outdoor Science School. This
experience was only possible because of the many people who supported it: our Home and
School Association and your generosity at the annual dinner auction, Miss Hatfield and Miss
Huss for their planning and organization, and our parents who gave up their week to
chaperone. What a blessing to rise together in faith, learning, and community!

I look forward to seeing you all at the parish picnic tomorrow evening following the 7th and
8th grade–hosted Mass at 5:00. This is always a wonderful evening of fellowship and fun!

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.”
—1 Thessalonians 5:11

Blessings,

Donna Gordon

​​Policy Highlight - Tardies

The tardy bell rings at 8:05 a.m. Please make every effort to have your child at school on time.
Arriving on time is an important life skill, and it also prevents teachers from having to delay or
reteach lessons.

So far this year, we have already issued over 300 tardy slips—and we would love to see that
number decrease significantly! As a reminder, for every three tardies in a quarter, parents will be
asked to choose between a $10 tardy fee or having their child serve a lunchroom detention.

Thank you for partnering with us to build good habits and keep our classrooms running smoothly.

 
THIS NEWSLETTER CONTAINS A LOT OF INFORMATION, AND THE LENGTH

OF THE NEWSLETTER CAUSES IT TO BE TRUNCATED.

LOOK FOR THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF THE EMAIL THAT SAYS "VIEW
ENTIRE MESSAGE" TO EXPAND THE EMAIL, OR CLICK HERE TO VIEW

https://www.stmarksboise.com/friday-facts


​NEWSLETTER ON OUR WEBSITE.

Our 6th graders left for MOSS on Monday morning and arrived back safely today.
Ask any 6th grader how their week was and you will learn so much from their
experience. Thank you to Home & School for offering this opportunity to our

students.

 
Spirituality Spotlight



Please RSVP HERE for Altar Server training. 

 
Student Spotlight

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekOj1Pp4psFJc3xibERySw08lgbAwQNtQGJKuhUb-hymQ3tQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=105590535353510696569
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekOj1Pp4psFJc3xibERySw08lgbAwQNtQGJKuhUb-hymQ3tQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=105590535353510696569


The last weekend of August, Liam won both the Saturday and Sunday Pokemon tournaments in
the Boise Comic Arts Festival 

 
Lion Pride Recognition

 
Congratulations to this week's winners:

​Layla R, Abel L, Mateo E, Adalaine C, George P, Lochlan M, Delta M, Aleena D, John W, Jane



N, Roselynn T, Thomas U (2), Ly P, Lily P, Zoe K, Matthew V, Beau S, Rosie R, Emily T, Lydia
M, Grant W, Alexa B, CC S (2), Aspen C (2), Georgia B, Sawyer H, Cameron C, Emma J, Layla
R, Brynlee B

Weekly Calendar ​

Sunday, September 21
Catechetical Sunday

Tuesday, September 23
BFD visits 1st grade

Wednesday, September 24
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Martin's 7th grade - Teacher Blessing at Mass

Friday, September 26
Spirit Day

 
Upcoming Events

Wednesday, October 1
8:30 a.m. Student Body Mass presented by Mrs. Workman's 5th grade
Ms. Eaton's Birthday

Thursday, October 2
School Custodian Appreciation Day

Friday, October 3
8:30-9:30 a.m. Individual Student Retakes - Free Dress per Dress Code ONLY for students having
Retakes and must change back into uniform after picture is taken

Saturday, October 4
BSU Broncos vs. Notre Dame Fighting Irish foot game in South Bend

 
Home & School

This year's Dinner Auction "Buffalo, Boots and Blessings" takes
place on Saturday, February 7, 2026. It will be held in Donoghue
Hall (at the church). Money raised from Paddles Up will go
towards a new playground.  



 
Volunteer Opportunities

TO VOLUNTEER IN ANY CAPACITY AT ST. MARK'S SCHOOL,
YOU MUST TAKE A LIVE SEW CLASS AND PASS A BACKGROUND CHECK.

St. Mark's Book Fair runs Monday, October 20 - Friday, October 24 (yes, during Parent/Teacher
Conferences). Volunteers are needed to help set up on Friday, October 17, through the week
to sell books, then tear down on Friday, 24. Click here to sign up to help. A great way to get
those Volunteer Hours!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0948ACAB2EA3FD0-44356365-stmarks


THE LUNCHROOM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! Parents, grandparents...are all welcome to
volunteer weekly, monthly, occasionally (must be SEW trained). Contact
schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com with the dates you can volunteer to get signed up.
Time volunteered counts toward your Volunteer Hours.

Library Helpers (Parent Volunteers) are needed during the following times:

Tuesdays @ 1:30-3:00 p.m.
Wednesdays @ 11:15 am.-1:15 p.m. and 1:15-2:45 p.m.
Thursdays @ 9:00-11:15 a.m.

Contact Mrs. Rosania at brosania@stmarksschoolboise.com.

In light of recent events, we are looking for more parents to help walk us to and
from Mass on Wednesdays. We are also welcoming crossing guards to help
students cross safely across Northview. Please email
schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com if you would like to volunteer. Time
counts toward Volunteer Hours.

Join the St. Mark’s School Foundation Board!

The St. Mark’s School Foundation is seeking new board members – no prior experience
required, just a love for our school and community! Serving on the board helps secure the future
of St. Mark’s and can fulfill your family’s annual volunteer hour requirement. Learn more and
submit an interest form by clicking below!

Submit by October 1: Foundation Board Interest Form

Our uniform closet is in need of a clean up. If you have a couple of hours to
dedicate and are in need of Volunteer Hours, please email
schooloffice@stmarksschoolboise.com to volunteer.

 
Lunch Room Volunteers

NEXT WEEK’S LUNCH HELPERS
Monday (22)—Perez, Carroll
Tuesday (23)—Antonoplos
Wednesday (24)—LaMott, McDonald
Thursday (25)—
Friday (26)—Cavazos, Antonoplos

St. Mark’s offers a healthy, delicious hot lunch to students and staff EVERY FULL DAY OF
SCHOOL!

4 LUNCHROOM HELPERS ARE NEEDED EACH DAY from 10:45-12:45 to serve lunches and
clean tables in the lunchroom. Volunteers are given a free lunch.

Please come into the School Office and sign up in the black "lunch" binder, call (208) 375-6654
or email to volunteer.

Daily Lunch Schedule: 11:15 a.m. (PS-2); 11:35 a.m. (3-5); 12:05 p.m. (6-8)
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News

Today we have a miscommunication about our Spirit Days.
In past years, we have had 1 free Spirit Day and 1 $1 Spirit
Day per month. Last year and this year, through a generous
donation, our $1 Spirit Days have been covered. We will be
having 1-2 Spirit Days each month, depending on our
calendar. Watch the newsletter each week and the Monthly
Calendar for dates of Spirit Day.

Next Friday, September 26 is Spirit Day, as well as Friday, October 10 and
Friday, October 17.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

On Friday, October 3, we will have a $1.00 BSU/Notre Dame Dress Up Day.
For a $1.00 donation, students may wear jeans and a BSU or Notre Dame shirt or a
shirt with the colors of their favorite team, either BSU or Notre Dame. Students may
not wear jeggings, leggings, yoga pants, sweatpants, athletic pants or athletic
shorts. The $1 may be brought to school before or on the Dress Up Day.

We are in need of substitute teachers . If you or someone you know have a
higher ed degree, associates or higher and have classroom experience (we
can work with you on this), we would love to have you fill out an application.
Click here to complete the fillable application, print and turn it in to Mrs.
Anderson in the school office.

On Monday, September 29, there will be a change in the menu for lunch. Instead of BBQ beef
sandwiches, we will be serving BBQ pork

If you were absent on picture day or didn't
like your photos, Retake Day is Friday,
October 3 from 8:30-9:30. If you have a
picture packet that you want to exchange for
retakes, please return them to the School
Office before Retake Day. Students having
retakes may wear Free Dress to school then must change back into
uniform after their photo is taken.

Attached is the October Lunch Calendar. Click here to view.

The October Monthly is ready for downloading. Click here to view.

CHOIR NEWS!!

Choir practice on 9/22 & 9/23 only 
will end at 3:30.

Choir will resume it's normal time from 3:00-3:45 on 9/29

https://www.dioceseofboise.org/_files/ugd/f1312c_f109aa95dbec453197b216f6fed22888.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526LunchMenus/October2025.pdf
https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526MonthlyCalendars/October Monthly Calendar.pdf


The next LIVE SEW class will be held on Thursday, September
25 @ 6:30 p.m. in the Middle School. THIS LIVE CLASS IS

REQUIRED 1 TIME. You are also required to view the video "Protecting God's Children
Online Awareness Session 4.0", which will be available after you register. Go to
virtusonline.org, create an account, click on register for training, find the class at St. Mark's
on September 25 and sign up.

Child care WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE on Thursday Oct 23 during Parent/Teacher
Conferences because the gym will be used for conferences.

St. Mark’s will be featured on Wednesday, October 15 from 3-6 PM on
102.3 FM or 1140 AM. Salt & Light Catholic Radio's Fall Pledge Drive is
October 15-17, daily from 7 AM to 6 PM. The theme, “Memories” highlights
inspiring testimonies from fellow parishioners about the history of our parish.
Listen on the radio, the Salt & Light Radio App, or online. Pledge by 10/14 to
be entered into a drawing for a weekend stay at the new Jubilee House at Marymount, plus
another drawing to win a pilgrimage to Poland! For the full parish schedule or to pledge,
visit saltandlightradio.com/pledge-drive or call 208-344-4774.

 
TVCS Events/Sports

Click here for the TVCS athletic schedule.

 
Preschool Happenings

In Preschool this week, we learned about Apples (and the letter A)! We did apple
investigations, tastings, art, read apple stories, and learned about Johnny Appleseed! 

Oh, the Lord is good to me
And so I thank the Lord
For giving me the things I need: the sun and the rain and the appleseed.
The Lord is good to me! 

 

http://virtusonline.org
http://saltandlightradio.com/pledge-drive
https://sites.google.com/stmarys-boise.org/tvcs-webiste/home


Church Connection
If you would like to receive the Parish Newsletter  text BOISESTMARKSNEWS to
42828 to sign up OR Click here to sign up.

If you have any questions, please reach out to Sabrina
at Sabrinacook08@gmail.com.

For every $20 of items donated,
you may count 1 hour towards your Volunteer Hours.

 
Notes from the Nurse

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=spcorpsab&p=oi&m=1119360584178&sit=tctvujijb&f=d7b71789-02cd-44a0-a7dd-57dd2b66950b
mailto:Sabrinacook08@gmail.com


Click on this link to download and complete the flu shot consent. The cost of the
vaccine is free, but please attach a copy of your insurance card. Students not having
consents will not be given a vaccine.

Saint Alphonsus School Health Program

Through the St. Alphonsus School Health Program, Mrs. Lewchenko-Colin, our school
nurse, is at St. Mark’s on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and Mrs. Placido,
CNA, SASHP Assistant is here on Thursdays.

 
Notes from the Counselor

https://uploads.weconnect.com/mce/259fe583ddd64df1efa6b2cbf7a1afae427cfa5d/2526SchoolForms/Flu Shot Consent Form 2025.pdf


A Tale of Two Children

Once Upon time, two babies were born on the same day in the same hospital. Moments later
they both went to work in an attempt to satisfy one of their lifelong needs: feeling accepted and
being noticed in a positive way. 

Neither of these babies could understand the words their parents spoke. Each had yet to
translate the language used by their loved ones. But both used a far more powerful tool. They
watched their parents closely and learned to read nonverbal language. Soon they were able to
notice even the most minute changes in facial expression, body tone, and tone of voice.

Over the next five years, one of these children, Sam, picked up all kinds of messages that said
he was capable, lovable, and valued. The signals from his parents said, “We love you the way
you are, because you are you.”

Sam was also given many opportunities to make decisions about his own life. His parents often
asked him questions such as, “Do you want to wear your coat today or carry it?” They did this
because they loved him and wanted the best for him.

The other child, George, picked up many signals that told him he did not measure up to his
parents expectations. His parents messages said, “We could give you a lot more love if you
would just do better.” His parents also often ordered him around: “You get that coat on. You're
not going out without it!” They did this because they loved him and wanted the best for him.
The big day and these two children's lives finally arrived - the first day of school. Each had
different thoughts. Sam had few doubts about his ability while George had many questions in his
mind about how well he would do.

We now add a third character to our story. Miss Hush, a loving, caring, and dedicated teacher.
Like all of us, miss hush grew up with the same need to be recognized and accepted. She also
spent her early years learning to read nonverbal messages of those around her. She is an
expert, but like Sam and George, she gives little conscious thought to these nonverbal
messages.

Miss Hush now prepares an assignment for the class. It is passed out and all the students are
told what to do. Sam, who believes himself to be capable, is quick to start the assignment and
give it his best shot. George, not so sure of himself, is more tentative. He holds back. He stalls.
He needs encouragement. A little voice in his head says, “You may not do as well as others.
Watch out! You are going to be hurt.”

The difference in performance between these two boys does not go unnoticed by Miss Hush. On
the conscious level of thinking, she notices that one of them is not as capable as the other.
However, she also picks up another message on the unconscious level:” Sam is going to help
satisfy my need to feel like a good teacher. George is not.”

Research shows that the behavior of teachers is influenced by messages at an unconscious
level. Sam is going to receive more winks, nods, smiles, eye contact, touches, questions, and
nonverbal encouragement. If Sam ever has trouble answering a question, Miss Hush will
probably think she did not ask a good question and then restate it. In her mind, she believes that
Sam knows the answer. Sam will also receive more time and patience because of this.

At the same time, George receives just the opposite treatment. He receives fewer nods, smiles,
touches, and less eye contact. When he falters in answering the question, Miss Hush “backs off”
giving him less time to answer. She will probably not restate the question. She does not want to
embarrass him.

Does Miss Hush’s behavior go unnoticed by George? Absolutely not. He is busy reading
nonverbal language in his constant attempts to check out his level of acceptance by others. He
soon picks up on the message, “I'm not a student. Sam is the student. I'm not accepted by the
teacher. Sam is.”

George is now hurting. His self-concept is beginning to slip at a faster rate. He has to face the
reality for 180 school days this year. He begins to find ways to avoid the pain by refusing to do
his assignments. He gets into trouble, so he learns many avoidance techniques.



Several years go by. George has perfected his avoidance skills. He finds other ways to be
noticed. He is now labeled a behavior problem. He is considered a child who is unmotivated.

Georgia's 6th grade teacher complains to the principal, “why do I have to have kids like this in
my class? He doesn't care about anything. He makes my life miserable and keeps me from
teaching the curriculum. Why can't I have more kids like Sam? He's always a good student.”

What happened? The dreams of one of our characters have been shattered. Georgia's self-
concept has gradually slipped. He has been reinforced on a daily basis that he is not as good as
the others. His teachers have constantly picked up messages from him that say, “I'm not the one
to help you feel like a good teacher.” At the same time, Sam, who already believes in himself,
has gone through school constantly receiving cues that bolster his self-concept.

The research of Purkey, Comgs, the Pennsylvania Department of Education, and many others
supports the premise that many children experience dramatic decline in enthusiasm for school
between kindergarten and 6th grade. The problem is directly related to the erosion of self-
concept.

It is critical to note that the underlying problem with these children is not one of motivation.
Purkey has proven that almost all people are motivated in some area. Motivation is a problem
only to a small percentage of students. In the majority of cases, the problem is one of negative
self-concept.

George's self-concept is like a dictator who lives in his subconscious mind. It is the ultimate
authority in his life. It is constantly talking to him with words such as, “Who do you think you are?
You don't do things like that. The other kids do things like that. You will look bad and feel bad.
Try to avoid it if you can.”

In contrast, Sam self-concept is always saying, “Sure, you can do it. Go for it. You'll feel great
when it's over.”

In some cases, there is a happier ending to our story. In each one of our schools, there is a
teacher who has a special treat waiting for George. She's the teacher who believes that her job is
to discover in George something that he did not know was there. She makes sure that he gets
the same number of winks, nods, smiles, etcetera, that Sam does. She also places high
expectations on him.

This teacher spends much more time noticing what George does right than what he does wrong.
She will probably say, “I noticed you're not doing your math, and I hope you'll get with it. But I
noticed what beautiful pictures you draw. Will you draw ones especially for me that I can keep at
home? I always want to remember you.”

George will fall in love with his teacher. He will try just a little harder to do as she asks, and he
will be a little more careful about the way he behaves in her class. He will probably draw more
than one picture for her as he places a new value on his drawing and looks at himself in a little
more positive way.

His problems won't be solved, but he's beginning to discover a new George. He will never forget
this teacher. She has done for him what no one else was willing or able to do.

The end… or is it?

From article by Jim Fay in love and logic. V. 1 #3.

Have a good week,

Joe Lipetzky, Psy. D. 

Dr. Joe Lipetzky, our school psychologist, is at St. Mark’s on Monday and Friday morning.
Sarah Lynch, our school counselor, is at St. Mark’s on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

St. Mark's School | 7503 W. Northview St. | Boise, ID 83704 US
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