
Dear St. Joseph School Parents:

At our Lord’s Last Supper, Jesus says to his disciples, “Love one another as I have loved you” and kneel 
to wash each other’s feet, as I have done for you.

What a beautiful and most humble way for Jesus to demonstrate His love for his disciples….
His love for all of us. ❤ We can follow in Jesus’ footsteps. We are called to serve.

This Holy Thursday you are invited to have a family foot washing in your home.  A slide presentation 
follows, which includes the gospel reading, petitions, and music.

Materials needed:  pitcher of warm water; basin or bowl; washcloth;  towel;  chair for each family member; 
candle, if desired



✝ Holy Thursday, April 9, 2020 ✝

 
“Washing of the Feet” Service for families

● Blue text = Parent
● Purple text = Child
● Black text = All

          (Red text = instructions for your family)



+

Play the music while preparing your space.                        

                 

● Arrange chairs in a circle.

● Place the basin & pitcher in the center 

on the floor.

●  Place the towel on the back of a 

parent’s chair.

● Light the candle and set it on a nearby 

table. Sit.

● In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

● A reading of the gospel according to 
John. Glory to You, O Lord.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSfgZOeCW2M


Before the feast of Passover, 
Jesus knew that his hour had 
come……. to pass from this 
world to the Father.
He loved his own in the world 
to the end.



The devil had 
already induced 
Judas to hand 
him over. So, 
during supper, 
He rose from 
the table and 
took off his outer 
garments.



He took a towel and 
tied it around his waist.
Then he poured water 
into a basin
 (Parent pours the 
pitcher of water into 
the bowl.) 

and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet
and dry them with the 
towel around his waist.



He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,
“Master, are you going to wash my feet?”



Jesus answered and said to him,
“What I am doing, you do not 
understand now,
but you will understand later.”

Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.”

Jesus answered him,
“Unless I wash you, you will have 
no inheritance with me.”



So when he had washed 
their feet
and put his garments back 
on and reclined at table 
again,
he said to them,

“Do you realize what I have 
done for you?
You call me ‘teacher’ and 
‘master,’  and rightly so, for 
indeed I am. 



If I, therefore, the master 
and teacher, have 
washed your feet, you 
ought to wash one 
another’s feet.
I have given you a 
model to follow, so that 
as I have done for you, 
you should also do.”



The word of the Lord
● Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.



Family Foot Washing
To begin, one parent  sets the bowl of warm water, wash cloth, & towel in front of one child. 
Then the parent  kneels and reverently washes one of their child’s feet.  Now another parent, 
sibling, or the same parent washes the child’s other foot and dries both feet. In a similar 
fashion, continue the foot washing until the children’s feet have been washed. The parents’ 
feet may be washed by their spouse or child.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qO_MzGb8O8


PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
Our response is:  Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

✝  Let us pray for Pope Francis, our priests, and the Church. That they may stay safe and  continue to guide us.  
We pray... Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

✝  Let us pray for all the people of the world in this time of health crisis.  We pray... Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

✝  Let us pray for all doctors, nurses, first responders, and essential workers, that they remain safe and are able 
to continue their much needed work.  We pray… Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

✝  Let us pray for our students, teachers, staff, family  members and friends. That they might experience the joy 
and peace of the risen Jesus this Easter. We pray… Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

✝  For our own intentions spoken in the quiet of our hearts…(pause)  We pray... Lord Jesus, hear our prayer. 



In the words Jesus gave 
us, let us pray: Our 
Father...



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3StPXD6flQ





