
October 15-16, 2017 Week 1 - Grade 2 
“Everything is ready; come to the feast” (Matthew 22:4) 

 
Objective: Each grade will explore the Gospel reading from the weekend Masses. The 
difference of each class will be in discussion, depth and personality of each group.  
 
Opening Prayer 
Welcome 
What we will learn 
Jesus taught us to pray 
Decorate the Journals - names, stickers 
God’s Word - the Bible. Introduce new words.  
Lectionary reading - Our Bible Story: Matthew 22: 1-14 
Wedding Feast  - Mass 
Putting on Christ - the wedding garment, Our Baptism 
Dressed to receive Jesus Christ - Our First Communion 
Closing Prayer 
 

Opening Prayer: 
 

Begin and Review with the Sign of the Cross 
(Prayer will be made large for your classrooms) 
 
Recite: 
Blessed are you, O God, our dear friend!  
We thank you for everything you give us.  
We thank you for Jesus our brother. 
Help us now to listen and to learn.  
Help us to share and to be your friends. Amen! 
 

Welcome:  
 

As this is the first class spend a few moments introducing yourself and sharing. 
Invite each student to say her or his name and share something fun - a favorite 
color, animal, or food. 
Invite the students to open their hearts to God and to meet Jesus with joy; He is 
our friend and always there for us! 
 
 



Introduction to the year: 
 

Together we are going to have fun learning about our faith, the goodness of God 
and the love of Jesus. We are all family, God’s family! We come together every 
weekend to God’s table, the altar table to celebrate Mass. Invite the students to 
share what they learned from the Eucharist lesson in September. Every time we 
get together we will read a story from the bible that was shared at Mass.  
This year you will be taking a big step as members of Jesus’ church.  In 
December you will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In May our parish will 
share with you another Sacrament, the holy Bread and Cup that we call “Holy 
Communion.”  Reconciliation  - how we celebrate God’s love and forgiveness 
when we do something wrong. And, the Eucharist - Jesus shares his life with us 
in the bread and wine that become the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ during the 
Eucharistic Prayer at Mass. (Worksheet with new words to handout at the end of class) 
 

Jesus taught us to Pray 
 
Jesus is our friend. He teaches us about God’s great love for us. God always 
loves and cares for you just like your parents do. We are all God’s children! 
Jesus taught us to pray to God in a special way. Does anyone know what prayer 
I’m talking about?  
 
Pray the Our Father (worksheet with fill in the blanks) 

(worksheet review Sign of the Cross)  
Distribute crayons, stickers and have the students glue their work into the 
Journals. 
  

Jesus taught us to love God and Others 
 
Through the stories we hear at Mass we learn how to love God and everyone 
around us. We have a very special book, the Bible, and during Mass we hear 
some of those stories. Another word for Bible is Scripture. We have stories that 
were written before Jesus was born called the Old Testament and other stories 
that were written after Jesus died, the New Testament.  Some of the stories from 
the New Testament are from special books called the Gospels, meaning the 
‘Good News.” Today we are going to read a story that Jesus was telling some 
people, called a parable, so they would understand how to make good decisions.  



 
Lectionary Reading - Our Bible Story 

“Everything is ready; come to the feast” Matthew 22:4 

 

Scene: 
● Jesus tells the story; 
● The king tells his servants to invite “whomever you find”; 
● The servants went “out into the streets” and “gathered all they could, bad 

and good alike”; 
● The wedding feast is “filled with guests”; 

 
 
Main Characters: 

Jesus; 
The king; 
The king’s servants; 
The guests at the wedding feast; 
The man not dressed in a wedding garment; 

 
 
Before reading the bible story, take a few minutes to ask the group some 
questions.  Follow up on the group’s responses with your own questions. 
 
Ask: 

● How many of you have ever been to a wedding? If no, how about a 
birthday party? 

● At the wedding was there a big meal? 
● What did you do to get ready? 
● Were there a lot of people at the wedding? 
● Did you have a good time? 
● Did you wear anything special? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading the Bible Passage: 
When you are ready to read the bible text, invite the group to be as quiet as they 
can.  Then read the passage slowly and clearly.  
 
“Jesus spoke to the people in parables,  
The Kingdom of heaven is like this story.  
A king planned a huge feast for his son's wedding.  
He sent his servants to visit all the guests on the invitation list.  
But, none of the guests wanted to come.  
Then the King said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready,  
but those invited were not worthy. 
Go therefore into the main streets,  
and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 
Those servants went out and gathered everyone they found, both good 
and bad people alike.  
And the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
But when the king came in to meet the guests 
he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment.  
The king said to him,  
‘My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding 
garment?’” 
 
Invite the group to talk about what happened in the bible reading. 
As you know, there are no wrong answers and you can be very affirming of every 
response.  By asking your own questions and offering hints, coach the students 
to focus on these elements of the reading and apply it to their formation this year: 
 
 
The wedding feast: 
Usually a very happy day for family and friends, often with a very special meal 
and a wedding cake, often with music and dancing; 

- Our parish has a wedding feast almost every day and we are all invited: 
- Our wedding feast is called the Mass; 
- It’s great when we can all come to this wedding feast; 



- A special day each week for this is Sunday: 
- It’s great when we can all come to our church on Sunday; 
- Soon when you come with your family to the wedding feast - Our Mass, 
you will be able to receive communion. 

 
 
 

Come to the Wedding Feast  (coloring page)  
 
 

- The person who came that was not dressed in a wedding garment: 
In the reading the king asks, “My friend, how is it that you came in here without a 
wedding garment?” (Matthew 22:12); 
 
We wear clothes based on what we are doing. If you go to the beach in the 
summer you wouldn’t wear a winter coat. If you go to a wedding you wear a nice 
outfit.  
 
In Paul’s letter to the Galatians found in the bible it says: 
For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is 
not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  (Galatians 3:27-28) 

 
- What does it mean that we “have clothed [ourselves] with Christ”? 

 
During baptism you are dressed in a white garment symbolizing your new life as 
a member of the Body of Christ - the Church. “you are a new creation and have 
clothed yourselves with Christ.” 
My Baptism (coloring page and cut out activity) 
 



Soon you will come to Mass to receive your First Communion. You will be 
dressed in nice clothes like the guests at the wedding banquet. (clothed in Christ) 
 
We are God’s children. We are all invited every week to be God’s guest at His 
banquet - Mass.  As God’s children we are invited to to be kind, good, and loving 
to everyone just like God is kind, good and loving to us. We are members of 
Christ’s family, the Church. When we come to Mass we learn from the Gospel 
readings how to follow the teachings of Jesus, which are very good news for us. 
We listened to a Gospel story today - The Wedding Banquet.  
 
Jesus is our teacher. Who else is someone you learn from? (parents, 
grandparents, school teachers, yourself) 
Special people each you how to be a good person.  You have learned first from 
your parents and grandparents - people who love you, how to be a good and 
loving person. When we are loving and good we are living a gospel life and 
saying yes to Jesus!  
 
  

Getting Ready for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
Sometimes we don’t say yes to our parents or Jesus. We sometimes make 
choices that hurt others. Our parents try to teach us to make good choices and 
so does Jesus. When we make wrong choices it is called a sin.  When we are 
sorry for what we did God always forgives. God Forgives (coloring page) 

 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Begin with the Sign of the Cross 
(Prayer will be made large for your classrooms) 
 
Recite: 
We thank you, God, for your great love for us. 
We thank you for the stories in the bible. 
We thank you for inviting us to your table at Mass. 
And, most of all, we thank you for Jesus. 
Bless us and help us to live  
as Jesus shows us and teaches us. Amen! 
 



 
Selected Lectionary Reading for Week 1 
Full Text 
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition translation (NRSVCE) 
As in The Catholic Faith and Family Bible 
 
 

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them  in parables, saying: 1

2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
wedding banquet for his son. 

3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding 
banquet, but they would not come. 

4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been 
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves 
have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding banquet.’ 

5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business, 

6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 
7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those 

murderers, and burned their city. 
8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited 

were not worthy. 
9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 

wedding banquet.’ 
10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they 

found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
11 But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there 

who was not wearing a wedding robe, 
12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 

wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 
13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 

throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 

14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 

1 them refers back to “the chief priests and the elders of the people” in Matthew 21:23 NRSVCE 


