
October 22-23, 2017 Week 2 - Grade 5-8 
“Choose God” (Matthew 22:15-21) 

 
Objectives:  
The Holy Trinity - We will nurture, learn and help the students develop a relationship with 
God. Who is Jesus, Who is God, Who is the Holy Spirit? 
 
Weekly Reading from the Lectionary - Each grade will explore one of the readings from the 
weekend Masses. The difference of each class will be in discussion, depth and personality of 
each group.  
 
Journaling - Scrapbook - Activities from each session can be glued into the students 
notebooks. We want them to love their journals, draw or write their thoughts, questions and 
prayers about God, to God;  a place to maintain all of their work. Sending them home is not 
always ideal. We are hopeful that they will grow attached to them, keeping them like a 
treasure. When a student forgets we can send them home with worksheets and have blank 
paper available in the classrooms.  
 
Learning to Pray by Heart - Our goal is to have the students not only know the prayers of our 
faith but also learn to pray anywhere and always- Learn and Review: Sign of the Cross, Our 
Father, Hail Mary, Act of Contrition, Glory Be and Apostles Creed. 
 
 
Week 2 
Opening Prayer  
Where is God? - Journal 
Lectionary reading - Our Bible Story: Matthew 22: 15-21 Choose God - Making Choices 
Ten Commandments - Rhyme to Remember 
Learning to Pray by Heart  - Highlight the Act of Contrition 
Closing Prayer  - journal 
 

Opening Prayer: 
 
Sign of the Cross 
 
Blessed are you, O God, our dear friend!  
We thank you for everything you give us.  
We thank you for Jesus our brother. 
Help us now to listen and to learn.  
Help us to share and to be your friends. Amen! 
 



Where is God? 
 

God is with us always. Be aware mindful of God’s presence - He is all-loving, 
all-powerful, all-knowing. He is the creator of all things. God loves and takes 
care of us. We are God’s children. God has given us many ways to learn how to 
be a good and kind person - Ten Commandments, his son, Jesus. “We always 
give thanks to God.” 1 Thessalonians 1:2 
Activity - Journal Where did you see God this week?  
 

Lectionary Reading - Listen to Our Bible Story 
Choose God - Making Choices 

 
Review - show how to look up scripture. (Worksheet) 
When you are ready to read the bible text, invite the group to be as quiet as they can.  Then 
read the passage slowly and clearly.  You might find it useful to have the students read 
portions from the bible the 2nd time.   
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said.  

So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, 

we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, 

and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality.  

 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”  

But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 

hypocrites? 

Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius.  

Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?”  

They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to 

Caesar the things that are the emperor’s, and to God what belongs to God.” 

Gospel of the Lord 

 

 

 



Give to God what belongs to God 
 

 
 

With a dollar bill for each table ask the students to think about money. We need money 
to buy things - food, clothes.  
 
Whose face is on this bill? 
 
Our first president - George Washington.  
 
Where does the money come from? 
The money you have - your parents have, is currency of the United States.  
 
What was the money  - coins Jesus asked the Pharisees to show him was what? 
Denarius from Rome 
 
When we go shopping or need something what do we use? 
Our U.S. money - coins, bills 
 
What is the inscription on the back of the dollar bill? 
IN GOD WE TRUST 
 
We honor our obligations and commitments to others. We also always honor and keep 
our commitments to God! 
 
We believe and trust in God. He is with us always. God comes first! He is NUMBER 1 
 



Something to Talk about: 
After reading the bible story, take a few minutes to ask and relate the story to the 

group with some questions: 

Activity - Coins/Dollar 

Ask: Do you know what a trick question is? (a question that is intended to 

mislead the respondent so that he or she answers incorrectly) 

 

Say: In this Sunday’s Gospel, the Pharisees ask Jesus a trick question in hopes 

of injuring his credibility and getting him into trouble. 

 

Say: If Jesus says that the tax should be paid to Caesar, the emperor of Rome, 

he would be considered guilty of false worship since the Romans believe the 

emperor to be divine. On the other hand, if Jesus says the tax should not be 

paid, he would be encouraging disobedience to Roman laws, which would be 

rebellious. 

 

Ask: What do you think the Pharisees hoped that Jesus would say? (something 

that would get him into trouble) 

 

Ask: What do you think Jesus meant when he told the Pharisees to give God 

what belongs to God? (to be loyal to God - follow his rules) 

 

Ask: Why did Jesus tell them to give to Caesar? (We have many rules that must 

be followed. Jesus was telling them it is OK to give and follow everyday rules as 

long as you are following God’s rules too - kind, loving and forgiving.) 

 

Say: God gave us rules to help us and guide us. The Ten Commandments 



The Ten Commandments 
 
1. I am your God  - God comes first. 

I am the Lord, your God. You shall not have other gods before me. 
 

2. Pray and use God’s name with care. 
You shall not take the name of the Lord in vain. 

 

3. Go to church on Sunday—the Lord’s Day; take time off to pray and play. 
Remember to keep the Sabbath day holy. 

 

4. Love and obey your parents, be kind to them. 
Honor your father and your mother. 

 

5. Be kind to others.  
You shall not kill. 

 

6. Be a true friend and keep your promises; faithful in what you do. 
You shall not commit adultery. 

 

7. Be honest and don’t take what belongs to others. 
You shall not steal. 

 

8. Speak well of others and tell the truth. 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

 

9. Be pure of heart in what you think and say. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife - be faithful in marriage. 

 

10. Love your neighbor and be happy with what you have. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods. 

 
Activity - Learning the Ten Commandments Rhyme to Remember 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rhyme to Remember  -  Ten Commandments 

 

One – None 
I am the Lord your God.  The first commandment states that God is number one.  You shall have no god 

before him or worship anyone or anything other than him.  

Two –you 
You shall not use God’s name in vain.  

Remember the second commandment by picturing s group or person gossiping.  Just as we are 

offended when rumors and lies are spread about us, so does God. 

Three – 3 fingers outline the W 
Keep the Sabbath day holy.  

“W” Walk with the Lord by remembering to go to church. 

 

Four – Four fingers together and raise hand in salute position 
Honor your mother and father. 

Respect and obey your parents through your actions and your speech. 

Five – Alive! 

You shall not kill. 

Be kind and do not take away the life of another person. 

Six – sixty times loving, loving never ends 
You shall not commit adultery – be faithful 

Be loving and faithful to your family always. 

Seven – eleven! 
You shall not steal. 

Be honest and do not take what doesn’t belong to you. 

Eight – Mistake 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

Speak well of others and tell the truth; do not spread rumors, gossip or embellish the facts. 

Nine – Oh So Fine 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. 

Be pure of heart in what you think and say. 

Ten – hold up all ten fingers 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods. 

Is there anything missing? No…God has given you everything you need! 



Learning to Pray by Heart 
Each class will be different and learns at a different pace. Each week you will 
have available what you need to support teaching the students to learn their 
prayers by heart. Move at the pace that works best for your class. 
 
 
Sign of the Cross  
 
The Our Father 
 
The Hail Mary  
 
Highlight this week: Act of Contrition  
When you are faced with choices this week, like today in the story of Jesus with 
the leaders questioning his loyalty. This week write and think about this 
question in your journals: Am I making a good choice? What would Jesus 
do? We all make choices that are not always the right one. When we make 
mistakes we can experience God’s forgiveness in receiving the sacrament of 
reconciliation and penance. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Talk to God about what you plan to do tomorrow. Ask God to help you do 
them well and for his glory. Have the students write this prayer in their 
journals then recite together as a closing prayer. 
(worksheet - prayer for journal) 
 
O Lord, I give myself to you,  
I trust you wholly.  
You are wiser than I,  
more loving to me than I am to myself.  
Fulfill your purpose in me whatever that be:  
work in me and through me.  
I am born to serve you, to be yours, to be your instrument.  
Let me turn my will over to you.  
I ask not to see. 
I ask not to know.  
I ask simply to be one with you in love.  
Amen! 
 
 
  



 
Selected Lectionary Reading for Week 2 
Full Text 
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition translation (NRSVCE) 
As in The Catholic Faith and Family Bible 
Matthew 22: 15-21 
 
 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said.  

So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, 

we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, 

and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality.  

 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”  

But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 

hypocrites? 

Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius.  

Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?”  

They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 

emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading: 

 

In today’s Gospel Matthew tells a story of treachery. The religious leaders are 

trying to find a way to discredit Jesus so they can ultimately remove him.  The 

religious leaders in Jerusalem confront Jesus with a challenging question.  

Matthew sets up an unusual alliance between two opposing groups, the 

Pharisees and the Herodians. The Herodians were loyal to the Romans. Because 

of their collaboration and loyalty to Roman Occupation they were viewed as 



compromising their observance to the Mosaic Law (The Torah). The Pharisees, 

on the other hand, taught absolute adherence to the Law (The Torah) and 

opposed Roman occupation. Herodians favored the payment of taxes to Rome; 

the Pharisees opposed it. The Herodians and the Pharisees approach Jesus, 

asking that he take sides in their dispute. If Jesus answers with the Pharisees, he 

shows himself to be an enemy of Rome. If he answers with the Herodians, he 

offends the Jewish religious leaders. 

 

Jesus’ response to this attempt to trap him exposes the deceit of his questioners. 

Jesus is very much aware of what they are trying to do. He asks to see a Roman 

coin, which is readily provided to him. It may have come from the hand of a 

Herodian, but the Pharisees show themselves to be quite willing to accept this 

compromise. Jesus has already exposed the Pharisees as hypocrites. 

 

Jesus takes his response one step further. He asks that his questioners examine 

the coin. Agreeing that it is Caesar’s image on the coin, Jesus tells them that it 

must belong to Caesar. Avoiding the question of lawfulness altogether, Jesus 

answers their question with simple logic. Then, going further still, Jesus tells them 

that their obligation is to pay to God that which belongs to God. 

 

Jesus’ response to the Herodians and Pharisees reminds us of the importance of 

keeping things in their proper perspective. Do we attach ourselves to things at 

the expense of the love and honor that we owe to God? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer 
 
 

 
 
 
We are a community of faith. We are Christians. We are Catholic.  
We have rituals, prayers. We come together at Mass  - “social prayer.”  We are 
teaching the many prayers of our faith.  
 
We want to focus on the how and why we pray. In addition to the repetition of 
specific prayers we want to teach the practice of silent mindfulness which will 
help the students read between the lines of their life!  
 
When prayer is authentic it leads to actions of inclusivity and mercy. And in 
reverse when someone’s actions and experiences in life are done with love and 
mercy it brings a person to prayer.  
 
We want to lead the students to a deeper communion with Jesus. When the time 
comes to focus on the lectionary readings with your students begin with a simple 
prayer or as we do during Mass, make a little cross  - forehead, lips, heart - May 
God be in my heart and on my lips , that I may proclaim his Gospel -the ‘good 
news’ worthily and well, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
With time they will hear the scripture and connect it to their own life and 
experiences… open to see, hear, feel in a new way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Working with Scripture - Reflective Prayer 

 
One tool available during the lesson plan is to read scripture and follow with open 
questions where no answer is wrong to get the students to think about what the 
reading means to them. What they feel can be kept private or shared; it can be 
words or drawings. The shortened scripture is usually read several times followed 
by reflection, response and mindful silence. 
Below is an example: 
 
1. 
Listen with your heart’s ear for a phrase or word that stands out for you while all 
or a portion of scripture is read: 
 
One Person Recite: 
 
“Give to God what belongs to God.” Matthew 22:21 
  
2. 
Reflect on what touches you, write or draw in your journal after this scripture 
passage is read again: 
 
One Person Recite: 
 
“Give to God what belongs to God.” Matthew 22:21 
 
3. 
Respond with a prayer or expression of what you have experienced and what 
you feel in your heart after this scripture passage is read again:  
 
One Person Recite: 
 
“Give to God what belongs to God.” Matthew 22:21 
 
4. 
Finally, rest in mindful silence after a fourth reading. 
 
One Person Recite: 
“Give to God what belongs to God.” Matthew 22:21 
 

 
 



Journaling 
Where did you see God?  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear God journals for the students is a way to see the beauty of God at work 
in our lives. A place for the students to keep their experiences, thoughts, 
questions. It will become a workbook of sorts where they may keep all their 
papers and prayers from our gatherings. This time during class of contemplative 
engagement will create a sense of stillness and leisure. 
 
For our youngest grades it will be a place to draw pictures and paste prayers 
onto the pages. The questions and tasks are simple, creative. Our goal is to get 
the students in the habit of being aware, mindful and reflective. 
 
God is active, personal, and—above all—present to us. We don’t have to 
withdraw from the world into a quiet place in order to find God. God’s footprints 
can be found everywhere—in our work and our relationships, in our family and 
friends, in our sorrows and joys, in the beauty of nature and in the little details of 
our daily lives. Opening of our heart and mind to finding God in all things no 
matter what our day has been like… Where do you see God today? Where is 
Jesus? What would Jesus do? 
 
 
 
 
 


