
               
 
 
 
 
Pope Francis’ Address to the US National Eucharistic Revival Delegates (Part 2):  
 

      I likewise trust that the Congress will be an occasion for the 
faithful to commit themselves with ever greater zeal to being 
missionary disciples of the Lord Jesus in the world.   
In the Eucharist, we encounter the One who gave everything for us, 
who sacrificed himself in order to give us life, who loved us to the 
end.  We become credible witnesses to the joy and transforming 
beauty of the Gospel only when we recognize that the love we 
celebrate in this sacrament cannot be kept to ourselves but 

demands to be shared with all.  This is the sense of a missionary spirit.  You go to the celebration of Mass, 
receive communion, adore the Lord and then what do you do after?  You go out and evangelize.  Jesus 
asks this of us.  The Eucharist, then, impels us to a strong and     committed love of neighbor.  For we cannot 
truly understand or live the meaning of the Eucharist if our hearts are closed to our brothers and sisters, 
especially those who are poor, suffering, weary or who may have gone astray in life.  Two groups of people 
come to mind whom we must always seek out: the elderly, who are 
the wisdom of a people, and the sick, who are the image of the 
suffering Jesus.  
 
Dear friends, the National Eucharistic Congress marks a significant 
moment in the life of the Church in the United States.  May all that 
you are doing be an occasion of grace for each of you and may it bear 
fruit in guiding men and women throughout your nation to the Lord 
who, by his presence among us, rekindles hope and renews 
life.  Entrusting you to the maternal intercession of Mary 
Immaculate, Patroness of your country, I assure you of my prayers 
for you, your families and your local Churches.  To all of you, I impart 
my blessing, and I ask you, please, to remember to pray for 
me.  Thank you. 


