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Advent and Christmas: This season invites us to 

reflect on the dimension of time, which always exerts great 
fascination over us.  Advent immerses us into the busiest 
season of the year.  “A mad rush,” “no time,” “too many 
things to be done,” and “I’m not ready yet,” are some of the 
frequent expressions of the inability to cope with this season.  
In this mad rush, we can lose something very precious: living 
and enjoying the present moment.  However, after the 
example of what Jesus loved to do, I wish to start with a very 
concrete observation: we all say that we do not have enough 
time, because the pace of daily life has become hectic for 
everyone.  In this regard too, the Church has "good news" to bring: God gives us his time.  
We always have little time; especially for the Lord, we do not know how or, sometimes, we 
do not want to find it.  Well, God has time for us!  This is the first thing that the beginning of a 
liturgical year makes us rediscover with ever new amazement.  Yes, God gives us his time, 
because he entered history with his Word and his works of salvation to open it to eternity, to 
make it become a covenantal history. 
 

Fr Richard Rohr, a contemporary spiritual master, writes that faith and spirituality begins with 
"seeing.”  It is not about earning or achieving but about "paying attention":  paying attention 
to the presence of God in every joy and sorrow, in every pain and trauma, and in every 
victory and setback before us.  Advent calls us to "watch," to be "alert" to the presence of 
God in the love of family and friends and to find the true meaning and purpose of our lives in 
moments of compassion, forgiveness, and generosity.  The liturgical season of Advent 
celebrates the coming of God in its two moments: it first invites us to reawaken our 
expectation of Christ's glorious return, then, as Christmas approaches; it calls us to welcome 
the Word made man for our salvation.  Yet the Lord comes into our lives continually.  As we 
prepare for Christmas materially let us prepare ourselves spiritually too.  It is important that 
we make our Christmas Holy and Grace filled.  Can we try to give a little time for God each 
day during this Advent and understand the deeper meaning of Christmas we are preparing 
to celebrate?  
 

As we come to the end of the year 2022, I wish to thank each of you for all your 
wholehearted support and love for me and for the Parish.  It was a year of blessing for all of 
us.  May this holy season of Advent and Christmas be a source of grace for you and your 
family.  
 

I appreciate the newsletter committee for their wonderful job and all those who are 
contributing to it.  

 
 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 Fr. Jose Thomas 
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Taped to the surface of our credence tables where we purify the 
Eucharistic vessels is the following prayer:  
 

“What has passed our lips as food, oh Lord, may we possess in 
purity of heart, that what has been given to us in time may be our 
healing for eternity.”  
 

Enslaved in time, we simple-minded humans find it hard to grasp the 
concept of eternity. To rightly consider an entity that had no 
beginning and has no end and exists outside of time is far beyond 
our capabilities. Yet, there exists such an entity, and there exists 
such a God. St. Thomas Aquinas (not a simple mind) says that God 
and Eternity are one and the same. How do we understand that this 
Being, this God, sees all, knows all, experiences all, all at once, 
forever and ever, all the time, in one instant and in every instant?  
 

See what I mean?  
 

We can, at least in creation, come to know this God through the 
works of His Nature and the love that He must feel for us to give us a 
certain amount of “time” within His glorious creation.  
 

God must have known that such an indirect glimpse of Him would not be enough. We proved that by how we 
responded to His gifts.  
 

And so, before time even began—from Eternity, really—He willed to send someone among us, His own Son, 
to give us a better understanding of Him in our time. This Son is also Eternal, in the same Divine Nature of the 
Father, but entered into time in order for us to know Him as a human being, and for Him to save us from 
ourselves.  
 

Before He died, that Son instituted for us a way to get so close to Eternity as to join into it for a short time, and 
He promised that, if we believed and participated in that event, we could secure a permanent place in that 
Eternity after we died (Jn 6:47, 54).  
 

This plan of His was simple enough that humans could participate in the process, even if we cannot 
comprehend its scope. All human beings have to do, really, is to believe that what he said about this plan is 
true.  
 

Taking simple substances, bread and wine, the Son Jesus was able to re-present to the Father, in Eternity, a 
Sacrifice that He accomplished on one occasion at one point in time at a place called Calvary. This one time 
Sacrifice, His death, saved us from our sins.  
 

So, why would Jesus need to re-present this Sacrifice to His Father? Is it possible that the Father forgot, or for 
some reason requires it of Him? 
 

Well, the simple answer is (and we deal only in simple things, remember) He doesn’t need to re-present His 
Sacrifice. (Heb 7:27)  
 

But He wants to—because He loves us the same as the Father does (Jn 15:19). So He allows us to 
participate in that Sacrifice (Heb 4:16, 10:19-22; CCC 1368) to pile our gifts (and our failings also) onto that 
altar and let Him take them into Eternity to His Father (Eucharistic Prayer I) Who accepts them (Ps 51:17)—
actually has already accepted them because, remember, He lives in Eternity and to Him everything is as if it 
has already happened and continues to happen in every instant and in one instant. (Too confusing?)  
 
  Continued on page 5 

(The musings of a simple-minded deacon) 
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In this moment in our time, as we follow Jesus’s command to “Do this in memory of me” (Lk 22:19) we are 
connected to all the participants in every Mass that has ever been said or ever will be said because we are 
all, for that moment, with Jesus and the Father and the Spirit in Eternity (Rev 19:6-9).  
 

And then (let’s not neglect this part) we get to complete the Sacrifice by consuming our share of the 
Sacrificial Lamb and have within us, for a short time in this life, an Eternal Being who is our Savior.  
 

How do we know this is all happening, whether we understand it or not? It comes down to one answer: Jesus 
said it was so (John 6:22-71; Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19,20).  
 

Musings of this sort always seem to leave us with additional questions:  
 

1) What if I don’t believe? Am I still swallowing the Body and Blood of our Lord? (The answer to that question 
is demonstrated in the careful purification of vessels that occurs at that credence table so that not a crumb or 
a drop of the Precious Elements will be wasted or desecrated.)  
 

2) What does it matter if I believe or not? (The answer to that is contained in the whole of Scripture and the 
Eternal Life of Jesus.)  
 

3) What if I want to believe, but can’t? (Ask Jesus to help.)  

The Operation Christmas Child Project was a huge success again this 

year.  We sent 30 filled shoe boxes to a third world country.  Thanks to 

everyone who supported this wonderful cause with many toys, stuffed 

animals, necessities, and monetary donations so we could send the boxes 

to those who are less fortunate than ourselves.  An update on the country 

the shoe boxes were sent to will be in the bulletin sometime in January. 

The 6th grade religious education class sponsored a bake sale on 

November 19 & 20, to raise money for the sponsorship of Al-Duene, a 

13 year old boy from the Philippines who we have helped for the last 3 

years.  A sponsorship of $432 covers the costs of his tuition, uniforms, 

meals and medical expenses.  Al-Duene lives in a bamboo dwelling 

along with his parents and 6 siblings.  He walks to school and his goal 

is to become an engineer someday.  He and his family go to the river 

on the weekends where they wash their clothes.  Thanks to everyone 

who baked or bought items that raised $555.  
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January 

Mary Jane Loechte - 30 
 

February 

Ray Hoffman - 1 
Sue Kempf -1 
Francis Pund - 9 
Daniel Hauser - 16 
Janice Kreilein - 25 
Alphonse Lampert - 27 
Ruth Hauser - 28 

March 
Jim Uebelhor - 15 
Esther Hasenour - 18 
Robert Giesler - 23 
Rita Klem - 23 

Sylvester Mundy - 31 

 

Cohen Arthur Rasche, son of Jace & Gabrielle Rasche - Baptized September 18, 2022 
Kennedy Loraine Allen, daughter of Tyler & Amy Allen - Baptized October 30, 2022 
Evelyn Lorraine Gilles, daughter of Brent & Karla Gilles - Baptized November 20, 2022 
Jack, Penelope, Philip, & Honora Logsdon, children of Nathanael & Andrea Logsdon -  

  Baptized November 20, 2022 

Michael Callea - on October 30, 2022 
Clara Mae Klem - on November 4, 2022 

Joseph Fehribach - on November 16, 2022 

Larry Hopf - on November 22, 2022 

Raymond Verkamp - on  November 29, 2022 

Linda Fendel - on November 29, 2022 

 

 

 Goal $141,470.00 
 Pledged $  97,490.00 
 Short $  43,980.00 

 
 Thank you to all who supported the CPC 

 
 601  Household Cards mailed 

 316 Cards returned - 53% 
 285 Pledge Cards Outstanding 

As  
of 

December 1, 
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On Sunday, November 20, the 
Rite of Christian Initiation apart 
from the Easter Vigil and the 
Rite of Reception of Baptized 
Christians into the Full 
Communion of the Catholic 
Church took place at the 10:00 
a.m. mass.  It all began earlier 
this year when Nathan and 
Andrea Logsdon contacted 
Divine Mercy Parish to ask for 
help in bringing Nathan and 
their four children, Philip, 
Honora, Jack and Penelope into 
the Catholic faith.  Andrea is 
already Catholic.  Living in 
English, Indiana they attend 
mass at Holy Cross Church in 
Saint Croix, Indiana.  That 
parish did not have the staff or 
resources at that location to 
help them so they approached 
Father Jose for guidance.   
 

A plan was put together to begin 
weekly sessions with the family.  
Nathan, who was baptized in 
the Baptist faith tradition, met 
with RCIA catechists along with 
his parish appointed sponsor, 
Gary Schueler, to prepare for 
Reception into the Full 
Communion of the Catholic 
Church.  Philip, age 12, and 
Honora, age 9, met with Janie 
Kempf and Renee Berg for their 
preparation to receive the 
sacraments of initiation: 
Baptism, Confirmation and 
Eucharist. (The Church 
considers age seven or 
thereabout the age of reason 
and therefore the age normally 
considered to receive all three 
sacraments of initiation at the 

time of baptism.)  Brenda Hopf 
assisted by putting together the 
rituals to celebrate these rites 
along with the Rite of 
Acceptance and the Scrutiny for 
Children for Philip and 
Honora.  
 

During the Eucharist on 
November 20, Philip and 
Honora professed their 
faith and were then 
baptized.  Following their 
baptism, they were 
confirmed along with their 
father, Nathan, after he 
made his profession of 
faith.  All three then joined the 
faithful at the table 
of the Eucharist 
and received their 
First Communion. 
Following mass, 
Jack and 
Penelope, who are 
under the age of 
seven, were 
baptized according 
to the guidelines 
for infant baptism. 
 

Since this was a 
unique situation 
taking place 
outside the Easter 
Vigil, guidance 
was sought from 
the Diocese of 
Evansville Office 
of Worship along 
with a request for 
special permission 
from Bishop 
Siegel.  
Permission to 
celebrate the 

sacraments of initiation apart 
from the Easter Vigil can only be 
granted by the bishop for 
exceptional circumstances, 
which is discerned by the pastor 

and the bishop. 
 

We welcome 
the Logsdon 
family to the 
Catholic 
Church with 
the support 
of our 
prayers as 
they 
continue 
their journey 
of faith. May 

they be blessed abundantly! 

By: Brenda Hopf 
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The St. Anthony Knights of Columbus made 
turkey noodle soup for sale October 22 and 
23.  Proceeds are used for various charities.   
 

4th Degree members from our council 
participated in the honor guard for the Boy 
Scouts Distinguished Service Award program 
and the Priest and Religious Appreciation 
Dinner.  The 4th Degree is the patriotic degree 
of the order.  Members who participate in the 
color corps provide services at church, civic 
functions, and funerals for members.   

 

Our council held its first model car 
swap meet and competition at the 
Dubois County Fairgrounds, on 
November 20. 
 

If you would like to join the Knights of Columbus, scan the QR 
code and enter your information.  
 

If you enter the agent code " TJARBO " and our council 
number "15777" you can join for free for your first year. 

 

1st Sunday of  
Advent  

Candle 
being lit  

in 
Sacred Heart Church 
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Patriotic Rosary was prayed 
during Religious Education 

Class.  Then lunch was 
served. 
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September 23, 2022 
In the Divine Mercy Parish Hall 
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September 12 - Melissa Miller, Birdseye, IN  (Ticket #762) 
 

September 19 - Dave Knust, Richardson, TX  (Ticket #510) 
 

September 26 - Scott Uebelhor, St. Anthony, IN  (Ticket #348) 
 

October 3 - Jerry Lange, Birdseye, IN  (Ticket #365) 
 

October 10 - Chris Englert, St. Anthony, IN  (Ticket #755) 
 

October 17 - Beth Ann Devillez, Huntingburg, IN  (Ticket #174) 
 

October 24 - Kenny Voegerl, Ferdinand, IN  (Ticket #548) 
 

October 31 - Ashley Luebbehusen, Lexington, KY  (Ticket #111) 
 

November 7 - Margie Jeffries, St. Anthony, IN  (Ticket #917) 
 

November 14 - Sharon Hoppenjans, Birdseye, IN  (Ticket #042) 
 

November 21 - Ann Welp, Ferdinand, IN  (Ticket #549) 
 

November 28 - Justin Baker, Evansville, IN  (Ticket #491) 
 

December 5 - Paul Steinmetz, Birdseye, IN  (Ticket #364) 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to everyone who supported the Supper/Silent Auction, in 
any way.  We hope everyone had an evening of fun, fellowship and a great meal.  Your 
generosity of time, talent and treasure helped to make our event a huge success again 
this year, earning over $5000.  Special thanks to Community Club for letting us use the 
club for the week. 
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Thank You to 
everyone who 
donated baby 
items, such as 

outfits, blankets, 
diapers etc., to the 

Respect for Life 
Baby Shower.  Your 

generosity and 
thoughtfulness to 
help those in need 

is greatly 
appreciated. 
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Only in God is my soul at rest; 
from him comes my salvation. 

He only is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold; 
I shall not be disturbed at all. 

 

                                                         —Psalm 62: 2 - 3 

 

Keynote Speaker 
 

Jeremy Goebel 
Diocesan Director  

of  
Youth and Young Adult 

Formation 

Monday, November 21, 2022 - In The St. Anthony Community Center 



What your Fingernails say about your Health: 
 

Many of us may view our fingernails as purely aesthetic--- 
 

Something we can have fun with by painting or just keeping clean and short.  However, a close look 
at your nails could tell you a lot about your health. 
 

Nails are actually specialized skin cells.  They’re made of keratin, a protein also found in your hair 
and skin.  Your nails protect the ends of your fingers and toes.  They also help you grip objects and 
access small things.  It would be harder to turn the pages of a book or pick up a thread without 
fingernails!! 
 

The part of the nail you can see is called the nail plate.  Nails grow from a region at the base of the 
nail under the skin called the nail matrix.  Here, new nail cells are made and packed together.  Older 
nail cells are then pushed to the surface of the fingertip. 
 

Certain things can affect nail growth.  A serious illness or fever can halt the process.  The 
interruption can cause indentations that run horizontally across nails.  These are called Beau’s lines.  
They can also result from injury to the nail, some vitamin deficiencies, and chemotherapy. 
 

Tiny pits in the nail can also be a sign of disease.  It’s common among people who have psoriasis.  
Psoriasis is an autoimmune disease that causes red, scaly patches of skin.  Nail pitting is also linked 
to an autoimmune condition that causes hair loss, called alopecia. 
 

If your nails start to scoop inward like a spoon, also called koilonychia, you may not be getting 
enough iron or it may be a sign of iron deficiency anemia.  Because of a lack of iron, your body can’t 
make enough of the molecule that red blood cells need to carry oxygen. 
 

Nail clubbing, where the nail tips enlarge and curve around the tip, is another nail problem.   It could  
be a harmless trait that runs in your family.  But it’s also linked to lung and heart problems. 
 

Changes in nail color are common.  Yellow nails are often caused by nail fungus.  In some cases, 
they can point to something more serious like lung disease.  If you notice your nails have become 
mostly white, it may just be a sign of aging.  But sometimes, it’s due to serious conditions like liver 
and kidney disease or diabetes.  Dark streaks running down the length of the nail that appear 
suddenly should be checked to rule out skin cancer.  Certain infections, especially of the heart, can 
cause red streaks to appear under the nails. 
 

Although, some of these changes may seem scary, it’s important to know that many nail changes 
are normal and nothing to worry about.  Talk with your health care provider if your nails start to look 
abnormal or if you have concerns.  Your doctor may send you to see a Dermatologist who 
specializes in diseased that affect the skin and nails. 
 

Hands-On Self Care for Your Nails: 

• Try not to bite, pick, or tear at your nails. 

• Clip hangnails.  Be careful not to tear or remove cuticles, as that may lead to 

an infection. 

• Keep your fingernails dry and clean to prevent bacteria from growing under 

nails. 

• Moisturize your nails and cuticles with hand lotion. 

• Limit your use of harsh nail care products like nail polish remover. 

• Ask your health care provider about medicines that can help with abnormal nails.  If you have  a nail 

 infection, you may need antifungal or antibacterial treatment. 1 4  
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John Bieker is a life long 
member of St. Anthony/Divine 
Mercy Parish.  He has two 
daughters and sons-in-law, Nick 
& Chanda Terwiske, and Beau 
& Kara Wendholt from 
Indianapolis and two 
grandchildren Saige and Evan 
Terwiske.  John also has 3 
sisters, Bonnie, Marlene, and 
Katie and a brother Harold who 
is deceased, who are also 
members of Divine Mercy 
Parish. 
 

He served in the US Army for 
three years, including 14 months 
in Vietnam and 20 months in 
Europe.  Since retirement, John 
keeps busy volunteering in the 
parish and spending time with 
his family and friends.  He 
especially enjoys attending his 
grandchildren’s activities.  

John had worked as custodian 
and grounds keeper for our 
parish for many years.  During 
that time, he also was a church 
decorator, taught religious 
education for 12 years, and 
assisted with vacation bible 
school in many different 
capacities.  He served on the 
parish council for eight years 
and also served on the St. 
Anthony Cemetery Board.    
 

Currently, John is a member of 
the funeral lunch committee, 
where he has been serving for 
22 years.  He also volunteers 
with a small group of 
parishioners to cut plastic bags 
which are used to make mats 
and blankets for the homeless.  
He is very faithful in attending 
weekday masses at St. 
Anthony. 

 

John feels very humbled in 

receiving the Brute Award, but is 

very grateful to everyone who 

has been so supportive of him, 

both now and in the past.  

Carol Berg was born in 
Schnellville and is the youngest 
child of Carl and Agnes Kempf 
Striegel.  She was a member of 
Sacred Heart Church and went 
to Sacred Heart Grade School 

and Birdseye High School.   
 

In 1968, she married Richard 
Berg, from Birdseye, and moved 
to Plainfield Indiana, which is 
west of Indianapolis, and was a 
member of St. Susanna Church. 
 

In 2011, they moved to a house 
between Birdseye and 
Schnellville, and she became a 
member of Sacred Heart 
Church.   
 

Carol has three children and five 
grandchildren.  She is on the 
Sacred Heart Cemetery Board, 
the Evangelization Committee 
and a member of the St. Anne’s 
Society.  She is an extraordinary 
minister of Holy Communion 

and takes communion to the 
homebound…which she loves 
doing.  She helps to organize 
the coffee and donuts 
fellowship, St. Nick, and the 
food bank donations.  She 
attends Eucharistic adoration 
once a week, counts collection 
and is a weekday sacristan once 
a month.  
 

Carol also helps to quilt some of 
the beautiful quilts for Divine 
Mercy Parish. 
 

She loves attending mass at her 
childhood church and helping 
the people by volunteering her 
talents.  She is deeply honored 
to receive the Brute Award. 
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Divine Mercy Parish will once again have a food 
drive to benefit the local food bank, in Jasper.  They 
are in need of any non perishable food items: 
canned goods, pasta products, cereals, crackers, 
hamburger helper boxed meals, puddings, Jello, just 
to name a few.  Any and all items will be greatly 
appreciated.  Boxes will be placed in the back of 
Sacred Heart and St. Anthony Churches from 
December 18, 2022 thru January 8, 2023.  Your gift 
of food items will help to replenish the food items 
that are in high demand over the holidays.  Thank 
you in advance for your generosity.  

 

The Christmas Tree Lighting on the St. Anthony Campus was held on Sunday December 4.  It was a 
combined effort of the St. Anthony Conservation Club, St. Anthony Fire Department, St. Anthony 
Community Center, St. Anthony American Legion, Boy Scouts, 800 Club, Christian Mothers, and 
Divine Mercy Parish  After the lighting and blessing, everyone enjoyed soup, hot dogs, cookies and 
drinks in the Parish Center.  It was a great evening of fellowship.  
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Saturday, December 24 - Novena Mass - 8:00 a.m., in Sacred Heart Church 
Saturday, December 24 - Children Nativity Program - 4:00 p.m. in Saint Anthony Church 
Saturday, December 24 - The Nativity of the Lord [Christmas] - Vigil Mass -  4:30 p.m., in Saint Anthony Church 
Saturday, December 24 - The Nativity of the Lord - Mass during the Night - 8:00 p.m., in Sacred Heart Church 
 

Sunday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord - Mass at Dawn -  8:00 a.m., in Sacred Heart Church 
Sunday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord - Mass during the Day - 10:00 a.m., in Saint Anthony Church 
 

 
 
Saturday, December 31 - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God - Vigil Mass - 4:30 p.m., in Saint Anthony Church 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God - Mass 8:00 a.m., in Sacred Heart Church 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God - Mass 10:00 a.m., in Saint Anthony Church 
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