The Murals from the Old St. Mary’s Church
By Eric Ordoyne

In 1962, Swiss Artist Francois Emilio (Milo)
Piuz was commissioned by Rev. Sebastian Arjonilla to
create these beautiful murals for the Old St. Mary’s
Church. At the age of 26, Milo Piuz met Dom
Gregory de Wit, the famed religious artist and Dutch
Benedictine Monk, while in Europe. Dom Gregory
would later become Milo’s mentor. Dom Gregory was
commissioned to paint murals for the Benedictine St.
Joseph Abbey Church in Covington, Louisiana. Prior to starting his work, he returned to
Europe to study the art of the churches of Ravenna and Sicily. Dom Gregory invited Milo
to join him in Louisiana in 1951 to become his understudy and apprentice to work on 51
murals for the Abbey Church and Refectory. The two men faced the challenges of working
in adverse conditions, leading them to devise paint that would withstand the Louisiana
humidity. Milo Piuz created sacred works of art for many chapels, churches, seminaries
and monasteries throughout the region before he left the United States in 1970 to return to
Switzerland. Other sacred works in the area may be seen at the Carmelite Monastery in
Lafayette, St. Gertrude Benedictine convent in Covington, St. John the Baptist Church in
New Orleans and St. Lawrence the Martyr Church in Kraemer. Milo Piuz died at his home
in Geneva, Switzerland, in August 2017 at the age of 93. The following murals were on
display flanking the side walls above the High Altar in the Old St. Mary’s Church. They
were installed in the present Church when the Old Church was demolished in 1983.

The Mural of the Nativity of Mary

This mural depicts the birth or
nativity of our Blessed Mother. It depicts
St. Anne holding up the infant Mary,
surrounded by the crown of twelve stars
described in the book of Revelation.

St. Joachim is looking on in
wonder and praise of this miraculous
birth, while the midwife Judith is tending
to the task of nursing this new child and
her mother.

The Mural of the Assumption of Mary

This mural depicts Mary being
assumed into heaven. The hands of the
Father and Son reach down to greet her and
bring her home, while the Holy Spirit, in the
form of a dove, guides and directs her path.
The angels are in attendance—one holding
the crown that awaits the Queen of heaven
and earth, the other holding the moon at
Mary’s feet (another reference to the vision
of St. John in Chapter 12 of the Book of
Revelation).
The gift of God bestowed upon Mary at her conception, namely that of being
preserved from all stain of sin, is sustained throughout her life and is brought to its
crowning fulfillment as she is brought to heaven, the first to share fully, body and soul, in
the promise and life of the resurrection—the same promise and life in which we all hope
to share when our earthly journeys are through and the full glory of God’s kingdom is
revealed.

