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Fundraising 
The first quarter is a busy fundraising time.  August brought us Knobsfest and the 
Corvette/Cash raffle, followed by the card party in September.  Each event relies on the 
time and dedication of our volunteers.  We appreciate them all! 
 
Net Knobsfest proceeds this year were 18% lower than in 2018.  Revenues for the dance 
were considerably lower this year, which also means beer sales were down.  We need to 
revisit the Saturday night portion of Knobsfest. However, we served over 1200 chicken 
dinners, and the two-day event brought together countless volunteers.  This is truly a 
community event! 
 
Barry Thorsby of Montrose, Michigan, was the lucky winner of our 4th annual 
Corvette/Cash raffle.  Barry elected to take the $75,000 cash prize. With a net income of 
$79K, the 2019 raffle was just shy of the $81K from the prior year.  Still, we sold over 
7,000 tickets and continue to grow our ticket database for future marketing.  The raffle 
committee agreed that income above $50K would be reserved for use by the school.  It 
was noted in the first quarter financials that $29K of the balance in the charity gaming 
cash account is reserved for the school. 
 
For the first time, more tables had to be added to accommodate the 475+ in attendance 
at this year’s card party. A record-setting turnout!  This event is over 50 years old and is 
the coordinated effort of nearly 100 volunteers.  This year’s card party netted $17,466 for 
our parish ministries. 
 
 
Parish Life 
Over 500 families were photographed for our photo directory.  The directories will be 
distributed in the spring of 2020. 
 
Materials for the United Catholic Appeal have been ordered, and plans for the kick-off of 
this year’s appeal are underway. 
 
The SMK cemetery records were moved to an online platform and rolled out to the parish 
in September.  Not only does this update our record-keeping, but WebCemteries also 
allows parishioners to search for their loved ones online.  The addition of 360-degree 
images will enable users to see the details of the area surrounding the burial sites.  Our 
cemeteries are beautiful, and this tool will allow us to share that beauty. Additionally, 
WebCemeteries makes it easy for friends and family to share photos, videos, and written 
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memories to create an online memorial for their loved ones.  The cemetery administrator 
must approve all submissions.  Please check it out at 
https://www.yoursmk.org/cemetery. 
 
Many of our parishioners and school families have asked us about accepting credit card 
payments. As we bring more young families into our parish, we need to reach them 
where there are.  This means making payment options available online and giving them 
choices for payment methods.  Beginning this fiscal year, we are accepting credit cards 
for payment of school tuition, tithing, faith formation fees, athletic fees, and a myriad of 
other fees.  Additionally, we have been able to move more of these fee payments to an 
online platform.  We want to make it easier to interact with SMK! 
 
 
Facilities 
In July, we replace three a/c units in the school classrooms. The failed units were over ten 
years old and were replaced at the cost of just over $15K. The funds for this replacement 
were pulled from savings. 
 
If you had been in the school at all last year, you might have noticed that the carpet in 
the main hallway in front of the principal's office and in classroom #6 was buckled, 
causing several people to trip.  We reached out to parishioner Chris Andres of Reliance 
Carpet to have the old carpet in these areas pulled up and replaced with carpet tiles.  The 
result is a much cleaner, much safer, hallway and classroom! 
 
Seven interactive panels were installed in classrooms in July.  While there were some 
bugs to work out, these panels, when used with the teacher’s Chromebooks, allow for a 
more interactive teacher/student experience.  We anticipate outfitting the remaining six 
classrooms with these panels next year. 
 
You may have noticed the life-like sculptures of  Saints Teresa and Isidore in the niches on 
each side of the Blessed Sacrament area of our church.  The final payment for these was 
made in September from the generous Wishlist donations of our parishioners. 
 
Thanks to the decorating skills of our parishioners, the final touches were added to the 
renovated rectory.  Purchased and donated furnishes have transformed the rectory into a 
much more modern space.  Thanks to all who donated and helped! 
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Facility Usage 
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Collections 
First-quarter collections represent an 8% increase over actuals from the same quarter last 
year while still a 5% budget shortfall on the quarter. 
 

 
 


