
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish  

2023-2024 Pastoral Council Goals 

 

Communications 

Goal 1: To reach parishioners and society through different ways of communication to keep 

them informed of the parish mission and activity, and thus drawing them into the Church.   

Objective 1: Inform parishioners of new pastoral programs and initiatives and encourage active 

participation.  

 

Goal 2: To Implement a new Parish Data Base system that provides greater data accuracy, 

functionality, and service.   

Objective 1: Improve information sharing technologies to insure timely, accurate, and pertinent 

information dissemination to the intended audience.  

 

Education 

Goal 1: To bring the Gospel message of Christ to the local community through word and 

action. 

Objective 1: Evangelize the religious unaffiliated by an accompaniment program.  

Objective 2: Catechize inactive Catholics by holding a Welcome Home program once a year.  

Objective 3: Invite and empower youth to become missionary disciples. 

Objective 4: Invite and empower young adults to become missionary disciples by studying the 

Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit, Christ is Alive! By Pope Francis.   

Objective 5: Foster an evangelizing focus in catechesis. 

Objective 6: Communicate more effectively how faith transforms lives.   

Objective 7: Offer our society an account for the hope that is within us.   

 

Goal 2: To provide robust formation around the Holy Eucharist.  

Objective 1: Offer preaching series on the Holy Eucharist during Eucharistic Adoration.  

Objective 2: Offer theological formation to Lay Ministers.  



Objective 3: Offer an opportunity to study the Encyclical Letter Ecclesia de Eucharistia, by Pope 

John Paul II.  

 

Goal 3: To protect and heal God’s children by fostering virtue.  

Objective 1: Create and maintain safe environments through sound policies and procedures.  

Objective 2: Cultivate an ever-deepening spirituality of chastity and virtue.  

 

Goal 4: To deepen the Church’s teaching on issues surrounding sexuality and gender.  

Objective 1: Educate on Christian anthropology.  

Objective 2: Educate on Theology of the Body.  

 

Goal 5: To encourage, support, and educate on the Church’s teachings and its pastoral needs 

regarding vocations.  

Objective 1:  Foster lifelong discernment and formation to fulfill one’s God-given vocation. 

Objective 2:  Prepare for and sustain the living out of marriage and family life.  

Objective 3: Create a culture that nurtures Consecrated Life and Holy Orders.  

Objective 4: Encourage the laity in their mission to evangelize society.  

Objective 5: Offer support to parishioners who live in the single state.  

Objective 6: Celebrate married couples on World Marriage Day (2nd Sunday in February).  

 

Goal 6: To offer Bible Studies to learn about the Word of God and build community.  

Objective 1: Offer a class on The Acts of the Apostles in the Fall 2023.  

Objective 2: Offer a class on the Book of Exodus in the Spring 2024.  

 

Goal 7: To offer catechetical formation and support to current and prospective catechists.  

Objective 1: Offer the opportunity to obtain the Diocese of Raleigh Catechist Certification in 

collaboration with neighboring parishes beginning Fall 2023.  

Objective 2: Offer monthly classes to teach catechist basic religious knowledge.   



 

Goal 8: To educate on the life and teachings of our patron Saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton.  

Objective 1: Provide the opportunity for adults to learn about Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton and 

build community through book discussion groups.  

Objective 2: Provide the opportunity for children and teenagers to learn more about Saint 

Elizabeth Ann Seton and build community by putting on a short play about her life and ministry. 

Objective 3: Celebrate Novenas on Mother’s Day and on Christmas in preparation for her feast 

day, January 4th.   

 

Liturgical 

Goal 1: Reinvigorate worship and enhance personal encounter opportunities to foster 

Eucharistic devotion that strengthens the parish liturgical life.  

Objective 1: Beautify the liturgy.  

Objective 2: Recruit and train Lay Ministers.  

Objective 3: Offer Eucharistic adoration on First Fridays and on the evening of the third 

Thursday of the month for a year.  

Objective 4: Offer a parish mission focused on the Holy Eucharist.  

Objective 5: Offer printed and online resources on the Holy Eucharist.   

Objective 6: Offer a Eucharistic Mini-Pilgrimage.   

Objective 7: Offer a Eucharistic Procession on the feast of Corpus Christi 2024.  

Objective 8: Participate in the Diocese of Raleigh Eucharistic Congress on October 21st, 2023.  

Objective 9: Offer a Night of Mercy during the season of Lent 2024.  

 

Goal 2: To acknowledge and welcome the gifts and talents that the Hispanic community 

brings to Christ’s Church.  

Objective 1: Offer a Mass in Spanish on Sundays.  

 

 

 



Maintenance 

Goal 1: To form a committee that will produce a short-term and long-term strategic plan for 

the parish buildings.  

Objective 1: Improve the Church building to better serve the liturgy. 

Objective 2: Improve the parish Hall building to better serve the parish’s needs.  

 

Outreach 

Goal 1: To uphold the life and dignity of the human person.  

Objective 1: Promote and participate in the Catholic Campaign for Human Development.  

Objective 2: Assess, implement, and communicate resources to pregnant mothers and families 

in need. 

Objective 3: Offer opportunities to care for the homeless in our community. 

Objective 4: Offer opportunities to work in conjunction with Habitat for Humanity projects.  

Objective 5: Offer opportunities for Prison Ministry.   

 

Goal 2: To connect, learn, and find ways to work for social justice and promote human dignity 

in our community.  

Objective 1: Introduce and implement JustFaith Ministries for High School youth.  

Objective 2: Introduce and implement JustFaith Ministries for Young Adults.  

Objective 3: Maintain a list of local agencies and services that minister to those in need.   

 

Goal 3: To become missionaries to the Catholics who have not returned and those in need and 

on the margins.  

Objective 1: Encourage each parishioner to reach at least one person and invite that person 

back to church.  

Objective 2: Offer a Mass and a Meal on Thursday at least once a quarter at Methodist 

University to minister and extend our love to its Catholic students.  

 

Goal 4: To offer support and spiritual comfort to those who suffer. 



Objective 1: Form a bereavement group in collaboration with neighboring parishes.     

Objective 2: Form groups of willing volunteers to provide food and hospitality for funeral 

luncheons.  

Objective 3: Revitalize the Matthew 25 ministry to assist parishioners with temporary needs.  

Objective 4: Create a program to help address parishioners’ food insecurity.  

 

Social 

Goal 1: Create an environment where parishioners can experience consistent welcome and 

foster a sense of belonging through opportunities for community building.  

Objective 1: Revitalize the Welcome Ministry.  

Objective 2: Offer a welcoming event with each Mass.  

Objective 3: Offer a social event once per quarter.   

Objective 4: Offer gathering opportunities for Young Adults to deepen their faith and build 

community ties. 

 

Special Projects 

Goal 1: To hold parish gatherings to foster communion and community building and to raise 

funds for local needs and charity.  

Objective 1: To hold a Silent Auction in the Fall 

Objective 2: To hold a Parish Festival/Bazaar in the Spring 

 

Goal 2: To plan the celebration of the 250th anniversary of the birth of Saint Elizabeth Ann 

Seton, August 28th, 2024.  

Objective 1: Highlight SEAS 249th Anniversary at the liturgy and with gatherings on the weekend 

of August 26th-27th, 2023.  

Objective 2: Celebrate SEAS feast day January 4th, 2024.  

  

 


