
 

 

 

 

              

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

APRIL 25,  2021 .. ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH  MT. PLEASANT, IOWA ..  REV. PAUL CONNOLLY 

     Please note:  Due to COVID pandemic  precautions,  all hymns will be sung by the Cantor only. 

 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

OPENING HYMN                       CHRIST, THE LORD, IS RISEN AGAIN                      (Sung by Cantor) 

 

           Christ, the Lord, is ris’n again, Christ has broken ev’ry chain! 

   Hark, the angels shout for joy, singing evermore on high: 

   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

   You, our Paschal Lamb indeed, Christ, today your people feed; 

   Take our sins and guilt away, that we all may sing for joy: 

   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

   
             Text: 77 77 with alleluias; Michael Weisse, ca. 1480-1534; tr. By Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878; alt. 

                 
GREETING 

PENETENTIAL RITE 

GLORIA   Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.                                                      

   We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,                                                                   

   we give you thanks for your great glory,          

         Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.  

   Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,                                                                 

   Son of the Father, 

   You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;                                                                       

   you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 

   You are seated at the right hand, the right hand of the Father,                                                              

   have mercy on us.  

   For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,                                                                      

   you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,                                                                                                                                      

   with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
         
 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                           Acts 4:8-12 

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said: “Leaders of the people and  elders: If we are being examined 

today about a good deed done to a cripple, namely, by what means he was saved, then all of you and 

all the people of Israel should know that it was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean whom you 

crucified, whom God raised from the dead; in his name this man stands before you healed.  He is the 

stone rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. There is no salvation through 

anyone else, nor is there any other name under heaven given to the human race by which we are to 

be saved.”  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                       Psalm 118L 1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28-29 

R.  The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever. 

It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man. 

It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes. 

R.  The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone. 

I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have been my savior. 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

By the LORD has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes. 

R. The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD; 

    we bless you from the house of the LORD. 

I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have been my savior. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his kindness endures forever. 

R. The stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone.  

The Spirit is the one that testifies, and the Spirit is truth.  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                      1 John 3:1-2 

Beloved: See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God. 

Yet so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we 

are God’s children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is 

revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                        

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 

I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL                    John 10: 11-18 

Jesus said:  “I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. A hired man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters 

them. This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep. I am the 

good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows me and 

I know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do 

not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and there 

will be one flock, one shepherd. This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down 

my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my 

own. I have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again. This command I have 

received from my Father.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

HOMILY 



 THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 I believe in  one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth,                                                   

 of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the only Begotten Son of God, 

 born of the Father before all ages, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us men and for our salvation                                                                      

 he came down from heaven, 

 (BOW)                                                                                                         

 and by the Holy Spirit                                                                  

 was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

 he suffered death and was buried, 

 and rose again on the third day, 

 in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 And his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified;  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

 I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

 and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead                         

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL        Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 



                  LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR AND GIFTS 

Priest: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through Your goodness we have received the bread we offer 

 you,, fruit of the earth and work of human hands, it will become for us the bread of life. 

People: Blessed be God for ever. 

Priest: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the wine we offer you:

 fruit of the vine and work of human hands, it will become our spiritual drink. 

People: Blessed be God for ever. 

Priest:    Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father,” 

People: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

 for the praise and glory of his name, 

 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS   

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                         

PREFACE   

 The Lord be with you.  And with your spirit. Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right and just. It is truly right and just…………………………………………… 

 ………………….….And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and Dominions, and with all hosts  

 and Powers of heaven,   we sing the hymn of your glory,  as without end we acclaim: 

 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 MYSTERY OF FAITH     

After the words of Institution of the Eucharist, the Priest sings or says: 

 

  The mystery of faith: 

              All:         Save us, Savior of the world, or by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.        

         

The Eucharistic Prayer culminates and concludes when the Priest sings:                                                                         

 Through him, and with him, and in him,  God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  all glory and honor is yours, for ever and ever.    All: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 All: Our Father, who art in heaven…………………………….……...but deliver us from evil. 

 Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your 

  mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and 

  the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 



 RITE OF PEACE 

 Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 People:  And with your spirit. 

               The people exchange a sign of peace.  

 

LAMB OF GOD 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us.     

  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us.       

  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  grant us peace.     

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 Priest:    Behold the Lamb of God,  

      Behold him who takes away the sins of the world.  

       Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

  All:         Lord, I am not worthy  that you should enter under my roof,  

                but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION—ST. ALPHONSUS LIGOURI 

(For those who are unable to  receive Communion with us today.) 

  My Jesus,   I believe that You are present  in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

  I love You above all things,  and I desire to receive you into my soul. 

  Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,                                                                 

  come at least spiritually into my heart. 

  I embrace You as if You were already there  and unite myself wholly to You. 

  Never permit me to be separated from You.   Amen.    
 

 COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

 ALL:  

 

COMMUNION PROCESSION 

 



 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 Priest:   Go forth, the Mass is ended. Alleluia! 

 People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                                                                       (Sung by Cantor) 

                 HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 

  

    My life flows on in endless song;       

    above earth’s lamentation. 

    I hear the real though far off hymn that hails a new creation. 

    No storm can shake my inmost calm,      

    while to that rock I’m clinging. 

    Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth,      

    How can I keep from singing? 

 

    The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,      

    A fountain ever springing. 

    All things are mine since I am his;       

    How can I keep from singing? 

    No storm can shake my inmost calm,      

    while to that rock I’m clinging. 

    Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth,      

    How can I keep from singing? 
 

    Text: 87 87 with refrain; attr. to Robert Lowry, 1826-1899; alt. 

    Music: ENDLESS SONG; Quaker Hymn, attr. to Robert Lowry. 

 

 

 

 

 


